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STATE OF NEW YORK

1306

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 9, 2017

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to creating a conmrttee
on nonminations to the boards of trustees of the state university of
New York and the city university of New York

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 353 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. Every nenber of the board of trustees of the state university
shall, upon initial appointnment to such office, conplete the orientation
program est abli shed pursuant to subdivision four of section thirteen
hundred four of this chapter. Furthernore, every nmenber of the board of
trustees of the state university shall conplete the conprehensive
continuing education program established pursuant to subdivision five
of section thirteen hundred four of this chapter, in accordance with the
rules and regulations of the conmittee on university boards of trustees
nom nati ons.

8§ 2. The education law is anended by adding a new article 25 to read
as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 25
COVM TTEE ON UNI VERSI TY BOARDS OF
TRUSTEES NOM NATI ONS
Section 1301. legislative intent.

1302. Definitions.
1303. Committee on university boards of trustees noninations;

est abl i shed.
1304. Powers and duties.
1305. Recommendati ons.
1306. Candidate qualifications.
1307. Support services.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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1308. Conflict of interest.

8 1301. legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds that there
has been a nationwide trend of declining quality of the trustees of
public institutions of higher education. Several states have taken
legislative or executive action to assure highly qualified appointnents
to the boards of trustees for their respective public universities and
coll eges. Several states have initiated educational prograns for their
trustees both for orientation and continuing education. In order to
assure the continued success and highest standards of public higher
education in the state of New York, the |l egislature hereby establishes
the conmittee on boards of trustees nomnations, and establishes a
nandatory orientation and continuing education requirenent for nenbers
of the board of trustees of the state university of New York, city
university of New York and the college of environmental science and
forestry of the state university of New York

8 1302. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "City university" shall nmean the city university of New York

2. "College" shall nean the college of environnmental science and
forestry of the state university of New York

3. "Conmmittee" shall nean the committee on university boards of trus-
tees nom nati ons.

8§ 1303. Committee on university boards of trustees nom nations; estab-
lished. 1. There is hereby established in the departnent the conmttee
on_university boards of trustees nomnations. The committee shal
consist of twelve nenbers each appointed for a term of six vyears
commencing on the first day of Decenber. The nenbers shall be appointed
as foll ows:

a. four nenbers shall be appointed by the governor;

b. three nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

c. three nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

d. one nenber shall be appointed by the nminority |eader of the senate;

[a3]
o

n
one nenber shall be appointed by the nmnority | eader of the assem

£,

2. Notwi thstanding the provisions of subdivision one of this section
the nenbers of the conmmittee whose terns commence on the effective date
of this article shall be appointed for the follow ng terns:

a. two yvears: one nenber appointed by the tenporary president of the
senate, one nenber appointed by the speaker of the assenbly, one nmenber
appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate and one nenber appointed
by the mnority |leader of the assenbly;

b. four years: two nenbers appointed by the governor, one nenber
appointed by the tenporary president of the senate and one nenber
appointed by the speaker of the assenbly; and

C. six years: tw nenbers appointed by the governor, one nenber
appointed by the tenporary president of the senate and one nenber
appoi nted by the speaker of the assenbly.

3. The terns of all nenbers of the conmmittee shall end on the thirti-
eth day of Novenber in the year the nenber's term expires. Al such
nenbers shall continue to hold office until their successor is appointed
and qualified. Vacancies, occurring other than by expiration of the term
of a nenber of the committee, shall be filled for the renmninder of the
unexpired term The nenbers of the conmmittee nay be renpved from office
pursuant to article three of the public officers |aw
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4. The nenbers of the conmittee shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties.

8 1304. Powers and duties. The committee shall have the follow ng
powers and duties:

1. to establish additional qualification criteria for candidates for
the boards of trustees of the state university, city university and
col | ege;

2. develop a statenent of all criteria to be applied and a description
of the responsibilities and duties of nenbers of the boards of trustees
of the state wuniversity, <city university and college, and distribute
such statenment and description to prospective candidates for such
nenber shi p

3. for each vacant position on the boards of trustees of the state
university, city university and college, identify and recruit qualified
candidates for such position, based upon the background and experience
of the candidate, and their potential to fulfill the responsibilities of
a trustee;

4. develop, in cooperation with the state university, city university
and college., a conprehensive orientation programto be conducted by each
such institution for trustees who are initially being appointed to the
board of trustees. Such orientation programshall include, but not be
limted to. presentation of information relating to the appropriate
institution's mission, budget, plans, policies, strengths and weak-
nesses; and

5. develop., in cooperation with the state university, city university
and college., a conprehensive continuing education program to be
conducted by each such institution for all its trustees.

8 1305. Recommendations. The conmittee shall subnit the nanes of three
candi dates for each vacancy on the board of trustees of:

1. the state university or the college to the governor. and

2. the city university to the mayor of the city of New York.

The governor and the nayor of the city of New York shall only appoint
as nenbers of a board of trustees fromthose candidates subnitted by the
conm ttee.

8 1306. Candidate qualifications. Al candidates recommended pursuant
to section thirteen hundred five of this article shall have the follow
ing qualifications:

1. Ceneral qualifications. Al candidates recomended by the conmittee
shal | possess uni npeachabl e personal integrity, independence, a strong

commtnent to public higher education, a wllingness to devote the
necessary tine and energy to the appropriate board of trustees, and a
willingness to forego any partisan political activity that could be

disruptive or harnful to the institution of higher education.

2. Specific qualifications. Al recommended candi dates shall have:

a. earned a higher education degree, with a preference granted to
candi dates whose degree was conferred by the state university or the
city university:;

b. denonstrated experience, either voluntary or conpensated, in public
hi gher educati on;

c. denpnstrated experience as the nenber of a board, conmission or
simlar entity;

d. denpnstrated experience or education related to the identification
interview ng and sel ection of personnel

e. experience or education sufficient to enable the candidate to

under st and public higher education finance issues;
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f. met the requirenents established for the appropriate board of trus-
tees pursuant to section three hundred fifty-three, six thousand three
or sixty-two hundred four of this chapter; and

g. net such additional criteria as the committee shall establish by
rule or regulation.

8 1307. Support services. Al expenses of the commttee shall be paid
and all support needed by the commttee shall be provided by the state
uni versity and the city university in proportion to the appropriations
made to each such university.

8 1308. Conflict of interest. No nmenber of the board of trustees of
the state university, city university or college nor any imediate fam -
|y nmenber thereof shall be enployed for conpensation at any institution
governed by the board of trustees of which such nenber is a nenber. Wrk
study and other forns of work relating to a bona fide course of study or
financial assistance for such course of study shall not be deened to be
enpl oynent for conpensation for the purposes of this section.

8§ 3. Section 6003 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
cl osing paragraph to read as foll ows:

Every nenber of the board of trustees shall, upon initial appointnent
to such office, conplete the orientation program established pursuant to
subdi vision four of section thirteen hundred four of this chapter.
Furthernpre, every nenber of the board of trustees shall conplete the
conprehensive continuing education program established pursuant to
subdivision five of section thirteen hundred four of this chapter, in
accordance with the rules and regulations of the conmmittee on university
boards of trustees noninations.

8 4. Section 6204 of the education lawis anended by adding a new
subdi vision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. Training of trustees. Every nenber of the board of trustees shall
upon initial appointnment to such office, conplete the orientation
program established pursuant to subdivision four of section thirteen
hundred four of this chapter. Furthernore, every nenber of the board of
trustees shall conplete the conprehensive continuing education program
established pursuant to subdivision five of section thirteen hundred
four of this chapter, in accordance with the rules and reqgul ations of
the conm ttee.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the first of Decenber next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, al
menbers of the committee on university boards of trustees nomnations
shall be appointed pursuant to section 1303 of the education |aw, as
added by section two of this act, on or before such effective date.




