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        AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the  city  of  New  York,  in
          relation  to  enacting  the  traffic safety compliance act relative to
          requests for and study of implementation of traffic control devices in
          the city

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  This  act shall be known and may be cited as the "traffic
     2  safety compliance act".
     3    § 2. Chapter 1 of title 19 of the administrative code of the  city  of
     4  New York is amended by adding a new subchapter 4 to read as follows:
     5                                 SUBCHAPTER 4
     6                        TRAFFIC SAFETY COMPLIANCE ACT
     7    §  19-196   Traffic  control  device study and report. 1. Within three
     8  months of receiving a request to implement a traffic control device, the
     9  department shall perform an engineering study  or  intersection  control
    10  study  pursuant  to  the  requirements of the National Manual on Uniform
    11  Traffic Control Devices (hereinafter referred  to  in  this  section  as
    12  "MUTCD"),  promulgated by the federal highway administration pursuant to
    13  subpart F of part 655 of title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations.
    14    2. Upon completion of such study, the department shall prepare a writ-
    15  ten report detailing the analyses done during the  study,  including  an
    16  explanation  of the analysis of criteria or warrants considered pursuant
    17  to the MUTCD. If a specific traffic control device location is deemed to
    18  have failed to meet any of the  criteria  or  warrants  considered,  the
    19  written  report  shall  provide  a  detailed  explanation of the reasons
    20  therefore.
    21    3. A copy of the department's report shall be provided to the party or
    22  parties that requested implementation of the traffic control device  and
    23  shall  be  available  to  the  public  without cost at the office of the
    24  department.
    25    4. If in response to a request and after completion of the  study  and
    26  report required by this section, the department determines that no traf-
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     1  fic  control  device  is  warranted, the party or parties that requested
     2  implementation of the traffic control device shall be entitled to  apply
     3  to  the  commissioner  for a review of the findings within sixty days of
     4  the  date of notification. The appealing party or parties shall be enti-
     5  tled to submit new data with the appeal, which new data must be  consid-
     6  ered by the department and addressed in a supplementary report. If after
     7  consideration  of  any new data, the department still determines that no
     8  traffic control device is warranted, the commissioner  shall  refer  the
     9  matter to an independent advisory board to review the department's find-
    10  ings.  A  copy of the advisory board's recommendations shall be promptly
    11  forwarded to the party or parties and to the commissioner. If the  advi-
    12  sory  board's  recommendation is rejected by the commissioner, wholly or
    13  in part, the commissioner shall  state  his  or  her  reasons  for  such
    14  rejection in writing.
    15    5. The advisory board shall consist of five members. The membership of
    16  the  board shall consist of the deputy mayor for public safety or his or
    17  her assignee, the police commissioner or his or her assignee, one person
    18  appointed by the commissioner and two residents of the city appointed by
    19  the New York city council. Each of the members  of  the  advisory  board
    20  shall  serve during the term of their respective offices or, in the case
    21  of an assignee of such an  officer  and  the  member  appointed  by  the
    22  commissioner,  at  the pleasure of such officer and the commissioner or,
    23  in the case of an assignee of the New York city council, for a period of
    24  four years, respectively. No member  of  the  advisory  board  shall  be
    25  disqualified  from holding any other public office, nor shall employment
    26  be forfeited by reason of the member's appointment  hereunder,  notwith-
    27  standing the provisions of any general, special or local law, ordinance,
    28  county  or city charter. All members of the advisory board shall receive
    29  actual and necessary expenses  incurred  in  the  performance  of  their
    30  duties.
    31    6.  After  completing a study pursuant to this section, the department
    32  shall not be required to complete another study at the same location for
    33  twelve months following such study,  unless  it  is  determined  by  the
    34  department  that traffic conditions at the location have changed signif-
    35  icantly since the completion of such study.
    36    § 19-197 Collection of accident data. In performing a  study  required
    37  by  section  19-196 of this subchapter, the department shall collect and
    38  consider accident data. In addition to information  retrieved  from  the
    39  state  police  department  accident index system and individual accident
    40  reports, such accident data shall include, but shall not be limited to:
    41    1. Reports of accidents contained in affidavits signed by  members  of
    42  the  public. A person making a false statement or providing false infor-
    43  mation of false testimony in  a  report  under  this  section  shall  be
    44  subject  to  criminal prosecution pursuant to article one hundred seven-
    45  ty-five or article two hundred ten of the penal law.
    46    2. Traffic accident data collected by the state department  of  finan-
    47  cial  services  as  a  result of automobile insurance claims relating to
    48  traffic accidents. Such data, which relates to traffic accidents  occur-
    49  ring  within  the  city,  shall  be  provided by the state department of
    50  financial services, with specific information identifying  the  location
    51  of reported accidents.
    52    § 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
    53  it shall have become a law.


