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STATE OF NEW YORK

1100--A

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 6, 2017

Introduced by Sens. RIVERA, DILAN, KENNEDY, PERALTA -- read twi ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be coormitted to the Committee on
Transportation -- reconmitted to the Committee on Transportation in
accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- committee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmt-
tee

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic |aw and the executive law, in
relation to enabling veterans and reservists to receive benefit infor-
mat i on upon applying for or renewing a driver's |icense

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 502 of the vehicle and traffic law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1-a. Special provisions for veterans. 1|In addition to the requirenents
for license applications under subdivision one of this section, the
conm ssioner shall ensure that space is provided on the application to
enable any applicant who was a nenber of the arned forces of the United
States, or as a reservist in one of the reserve conponents of the arned
forces listed in 10 U S.C._§ 10101, and received an honorabl e di scharge
or was rel eased therefrom under honorable conditions, to register to
receive information fromthe division of veterans' affairs by email or
t el ephone regardi ng benefits to which such applicant may be entitled and
that the following is stated on the application: "By checking this box,
you certify that you served in the arned forces of the United States, or
as a reservist in one of the reserve conponents of the arned forces
listed in 10 U S.C. 8 10101, and you give pernission to the departnent
of notor vehicles to share your nanme and contact information with the
division of veterans' affairs to enable the division of veterans
affairs to contact you via enmnil, telephone or nmail regarding benefits
to which you nmay be entitled". Proof of veteran status shall be denon-
strated in the sane nmmnner required by the conm ssioner to receive a

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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veteran notation pursuant to paragraph (b) of subdivision three of
section four hundred ninety of this chapter and paragraph (a-1) of
subdi vi sion one of section five hundred four of this article, which nay
consist of a certificate of release or discharge fromactive duty
including, but not linmted to a DD Form 214, leave and earning state-
nents for service as a reservist in one of the reserve conponents of the
arned forces listed in 10 U S.C. 8 10101 or other proof satisfactory to
the conm ssioner. Provided, however, that an applicant's veteran status
shall not be disclosed to any person or entity other than the division
of veterans' affairs, and shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of subdi-
vision two of section eighty-seven of the public officers |aw

8§ 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 6 of section 502 of the vehicle and
traffic law, as anended by section 3 of part K of chapter 59 of the | aws
of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) A license issued pursuant to subdivision five of this section
shall be valid until the expiration date contained thereon, unless such
license is suspended, revoked or cancelled. Such license nmay be renewed
by subm ssion of an application for renewal, the fee prescribed by Iaw,
proofs of prior licensing, fitness and acceptabl e vision prescribed by
the comm ssioner, the applicant's social security nunber, and if
required by the commissioner a photo imge of the applicant in such
nunbers and formas the conm ssioner shall prescribe. |n addition, the
conm ssioner shall ensure that space is provided on the application for
renewal to enable any applicant who was a nenber of the arned forces of
the United States, or as a reservist in one of the reserve conponents of
the armed forces listed in 10 U.S.C. § 10101, and received an honorabl e
di scharge or was rel eased therefrom under honorable conditions to regis-
ter to receive information fromthe division of veterans' affairs by

email or telephone regarding benefits to which such applicant may be
entitled and that the followng is stated on the application for
renewal : "By checking this box, you certify that you served in the arned

forces of the United States, or as a reservist in one of the reserve
conponents of the arnmed forces listed in 10 U.S.C. § 10101, and you give
perm ssion to the departnent of notor vehicles to share your nane and
contact information with the division of veterans' affairs to enable the
division of veterans' affairs to contact you via email, telephone or
nmai |l regarding benefits to which yvou may be entitled". In addition, an
applicant for renewal of a |license containing a hazardous nateri al
endor senent shall pass an examination to retain such endorsenent. The
conmmi ssioner shall, with respect to the renewal of a hazardous naterials
endorsenent, conmply wth the requirenents inposed upon states by
sections 383. 141 and 1572.13 of title 49 of the code of federal regu-
lations. A renewal of such license shall be issued by the comr ssioner
upon approval of such application, except that no such license shall be
issued if its issuance would be inconsistent with the provisions of
section five hundred sixteen of this title, and except that the conm s-
sioner may refuse to renew such license if the applicant is the hol der
of a currently valid or renewable license to drive issued by another
state or foreign country unless the applicant surrenders such |icense.
Provi ded, however, that an applicant's veteran status shall not be
disclosed to any person or entity other than the division of veterans
affairs, and shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of subdivision two of
section eighty-seven of the public officers |aw

8§ 3. Subdivision 3 of section 490 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (d) to read as foll ows:
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(d) In addition, the comr ssioner shall ensure that space is provided
on the application and the application for renewal to enable any appli -
cant who was a nenber of the arned forces of the United States, or as a
reservist in one of the reserve conponents of the arnmed forces listed in
10 U S.C 8§ 10101, and received an honorable discharge or was rel eased
therefrom under honorable conditions to register to receive information
from the division of veterans' affairs by emil. tel ephone or mai
regarding benefits to which such applicant may be entitled and that the
following is stated on the application and application for renewal: "By
checking this box, you certify that you served in the arnmed forces of
the United States ., or as a reservist in one of the reserve conponents
of the arned forces listed in 10 U S.C. 8§ 10101, and you give perms-
sion to the departnent of notor vehicles to share your name and contact
information with the division of veterans' affairs to enable the divi-
sion of veterans' affairs to contact you via emnil, telephone or mai
regarding benefits to which you nay be entitled". Provi ded., however,
that an applicant's veteran status shall not be disclosed to any person
or entity other than the division of veterans' affairs, and shall be
exenpt fromthe provisions of subdivision two of section eighty-seven of
the public officers | aw

8§ 4. Section 508 of the vehicle and traffic law is amended by adding a
new subdi vision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. The commissioner shall appoint agents to act on his or her behalf
to collect, store and neke available to the division of veterans
affairs the nane and contact information, which include enail address,
tel ephone nunber and/or mailing address, of an applicant who was a
nenber of the arnmed forces of the United States, or as a reservist in
one of the reserve conponents of the arned forces listed in 10 U S.C. §
10101, and received an honorable discharge or was released therefrom
under honorable conditions and who requests to receive benefit inform-
tion from the division of veterans' affairs pursuant to subdivision
one-a or paragraph (a) of subdivision six of section five hundred two of
this article.

8§ 5. Section 353 of the executive law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 24 to read as foll ows:

24. To coordinate wth the departnment of notor vehicles pursuant to
subdi vi sion one-a or paragraph (a) of subdivision six of section five
hundred two of the vehicle and traffic lawto retrieve nane and contact
information of applicants who were nenbers of the arnmed forces of the
United States, or as a reservist in one of the reserve conponents of the
arned forces listed in 10 U S . C 8§ 10101, and received an honorable
di scharge or was rel eased therefrom under honorable conditions who are
applving for or renewing their driver's licenses and who request to be
contacted by the division via emnil, tel ephone or mail regarding bene-
fits to which they may be entitled. Provided, however., that an appli-
cant's veteran status shall not be disclosed to any person or entity
other than the division of veterans' affairs, and shall be exenpt from
the provisions of subdivision two of section eighty-seven of the public
officers |aw

8 6. Subdivision 3 of section 502 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as
anended by chapter 97 of the laws of 2016, is anended to read as
foll ows:

3. Application for |learner's permt. An application for a learner's
permt shall be included in the application for a license. The conms-
sioner shall ensure that space is provided on the application to enable

any applicant who was a nenber of the arned forces of the United States,
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or as a reservist in one of the reserve conponents of the arnmed forces
listed in 10 U.S.C. 8§ 10101, and received an honorabl e discharge or was
rel eased therefromunder honorable conditions, to register or receive
information fromthe division of veterans' affairs by emanil or telephone
regarding benefits to which such applicant nmay be entitled and that the

followng is stated on the application: "By checking this box, vyou
certify that you served in the arned forces of the United States, or as
a reservist in one of the reserve conponents of the arnmed forces listed

in 10 U.S.C. § 10101, and you give perm ssion to the departnment of notor
vehicles to share your name and contact information with the division of
veterans' affairs to enable the division of veterans' affairs to contact
you via email, telephone or mail regarding benefits to which you nmay be
entitled". Proof of veteran status shall be denpnstrated in the sane
manner required by the conmi ssioner to receive a veteran notation pursu-
ant to paragraph (b) of subdivision three of section four hundred ninety
of this chapter and paragraph (a-1) of subdivision one of section five
hundred four of this article, which may consist of a certificate of
rel ease or discharge fromactive duty including, but not limted to a DD
Form 214, | eave and earning statenents for service as a reservist in one
of the reserve conponents of the arned forces listed in 10 U.S.C. §
10101 or other proof satisfactory to the commissioner. A learner's
pernmit shall be issued in such formas the conm ssioner shall detern ne
but shall not be issued unless the applicant has successfully passed the
vision test required by this section and the test set forth in paragraph
(a) of subdivision four of this section with respect to laws relating to
traffic and ability to read and conprehend traffic signs and synbols and
has satisfactorily conpleted any course required pursuant to paragraph
(a) of subdivision four of this section. Upon acceptance of an applica-
tion for a learner's pernit the comm ssioner shall provide the applicant
with a driver's manual which includes but is not linmted to the |aws
relating to traffic, the laws relating to and physiol ogical effects of
driving while ability inmpaired and driving while intoxicated, the |[|aw
for exercising due care to avoid colliding with a parked, stopped or
standi ng vehicle pursuant to section eleven hundred forty-four-a of this
chapter, explanations of traffic signs and synbols and such other
matters as the conmm ssioner nmay prescribe. Provided, however, that an
applicant's veteran status shall not be disclosed to any person or enti-
ty other than the division of veterans' affairs, and shall be exenpt
from the provisions of subdivision tw of section eight-seven of the
public officers |aw

8§ 7. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have becone a
| aw. Provided, however, that effective i mediately any actions necessary
to inplement the provisions of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed and directed to be conpleted on or before such date.




