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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 4, 2017

Introduced by Sen. HOYLMAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
prohi biting grocery stores from providing plastic carryout bags

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 4 of section 27-2701 of the environnental
conservation law, as added by chapter 641 of the laws of 2008, is
anmended and four new subdivisions 8, 9, 10 and 11 are added to read as
follows:

4. "Plastic carryout bag" neans a [ptastie—carryout] bag nade predoni -
nantly of any type of plastic which is provided by a store to a custoner
at the point of sale, but does not include reusable bags. produce bags.
or product bags as defined in this section.

8. "Gocery store" neans a retail establishnment where produce, neats
or other food itens are regularly and custonmarily sold for consunption
off the prem ses.

9. "Produce bag" or "product bag" nmeans any bag without handles used
exclusively to carry produce, neats, or other food itens to the point of
sale inside a store or to prevent such food itens fromconing into
direct contact with other purchased itens.

10. "Recyclable" neans material that can be sorted, cleansed., and
reconstituted using available recycling collection prograns for the
pur pose of using the material in the manufacture of a new product.
"Recycling" does not include burning, incinerating, or otherw se ther-
nmal ly destroying solid waste.

11. "Recycl abl e paper carryout bag" neans a paper bag that neets al
of the following requirenents: (a) is one hundred percent recyclable
overall and contains a mninumof eighty percent recycled material; (b)
di splays the word "Recyclable" in a highly visible manner on the outside

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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of the bag; and (c) has printed on the bag the nane of the nanufacturer
the location (country) where the bag was manufactured, and the percent-
age of recycled material used.

8 2. The environmental conservation |law is anended by adding a new
section 27-2706 to read as foll ows:

§ 27-2706. Prohibition of plastic bags.

1. No grocery store located in the state nay distribute plastic carry-
out bags as defined in section 27-2701 of this title.

2. Such prohibition shall apply to bags provided for the purpose of
carrying away goods from the point of sale and shall not apply to
produce bags or product bags as such terns are defined in section
27-2701 of this title.

3. Al grocery stores shall provide recycl able paper carryout bags., as
defined in section 27-2701 of this title, at the point of sale and at no
charge to the custoner.

4. Nothing in this section shall be read to preclude any establishnent
from neking reusable bags., as defined in section 27-2701 of this title,
available to custonmers by sale or otherw se.

5. Nothing in this section shall be read to preclude any establishnent
fromproviding produce bags or product bags, as defined in section
27-2701 of this title, to their custoners.

6. Nothing in this section shall prohibit custoners from using bags of
any type that they bring to the store thenselves or fromcarrying away
goods that are not placed in a bag, in lieu of using bags provided by
the store.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have beconme a Ilaw, provided, however,
that effective imediately, the addition and/or repeal of any rule or
regul ati on necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized and directed to be nmade and conpleted on or before
such effective date.




