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STATE OF NEW YORK

9837--A

| N ASSEMBLY

February 14, 2018

Introduced by M of A STECK, GOTTFRI ED, DI NON TZ, SKOUFIS, M:DONALD
RAI A, BRAUNSTEI N, JEAN-PIERRE, SANTABARBARA, JOHNS, TITONE, KO.LB
FINCH GARBARI NO -- read once and referred to the Comrittee on Health
-- committee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anended
and recommitted to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to the inplenmentation
of an electronic death registration system

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 4140 of the public health law, as
anended by chapter 352 of the laws of 2013, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The death of each person who has died in this state shall be regis-
tered i medi ately and not l|ater than seventy-two hours after death or
the finding of a dead human body, by filing with the registrar of the
district in which the death occurred or the body was found a certificate
of such death, in a nmanner and format as prescribed by the comi ssioner
whi ch shal |l [iwnelude] be through electronic neans in accordance wth
section forty-one hundred forty-eight of this title.

§ 2. Section 4148 of the public health | aw, as added by chapter 352 of
the |l aws of 2013, is amended to read as foll ows:

8 4148. Electronic death registration system 1. The departnent is
her eby aut horized and directed to design, fully inplenent and rmaintain
an el ectronic death registration systemfor collecting, storing, record-
ing, transmtting, amending, correcting and authenticating information,
as necessary and appropriate to conplete a death registration, and to
generate such docunments as determ ned by the departnment in relation to a

death occurring in this state. As part of the design and full inplenen-
tation of the systemestablished by this section, the departnent shal
consult with all persons authorized to use such systemto the extent

practi cabl e and feasible. The paynment referenced in subdivision five of
this section shall be collected for each burial or renoval permt issued
on or after the effective date of this section fromthe registered
funeral firmrepresented by the licensed funeral director or undertaker
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to whom such permt is issued, in the manner specified by the departnent
and shall be used solely for the purpose set forth in subdivision five
of this section. Except as specifically provided in this section, the
existing general duties of, and remuneration received by, |ocal regist-
rars in accepting and filing certificates of death and issuing burial
and renoval permts pursuant to any statute or regul ation shall be nain-
tained, and not altered or abridged in any way by this section.

2. Commencing on the inplenentation date[ —the—deparinpnt—shall
regui+e—that] all deaths occurring within this state nust be registered
using the electronic death registration system established in this
section. Electronic death registration my be phased in, as determ ned
by the commi ssioner, for deaths occurring in the state [drtil—he—-elec—

. I . , . o . I ]

prior to the inplenentation date. As used in this section, "inplementa-

tion date" neans [thefirst day inJandaryinthe secondyearafter this

seetioen] January first, two thousand nineteen. Violations of this
section shall be subject to sections twelve and twelve-b of this chap-
ter, provided that subdivision four of section twelve of this chapter
shall not apply. Penalties shall not be assessed if non-conpliance is
determined by the departnent to be attributable to a circunstance or
occurrence substantially beyond the control of said person.

3. Commencing on the inplenmentation date, all persons required to
register a death or file a certificate of death under this article, and
such others as may be authorized by the comm ssioner, shall have access
to the electronic death registration systemfor the purpose of entering
information required to execute, conplete and file a certificate of
death or to retrieve such information or generate docunmentation fromthe
el ectronic death registration system The confidentiality provisions in
section forty-one hundred forty-seven of this title shall apply to
information nmaintained in this system

4. Notwi t hstanding any provision of law to the contrary, conmencing on
or after January first, two thousand fifteen] —s+—en—such—date—deter—

nad h he comm anar n N tun o hi ecti-on]

but no later than the inplenentation date, any requirement of this title
for a signature of any person shall be deened satisfied by the use by
such person of digital signature provided such person is authorized in
accordance with this section to use the electronic death registration
system

5. [Lecensed] For burial and renoval permts, |licensed funeral direc-
tors and undertakers shall support the establishnment and mai nt enance of
the electronic death registration systemthrough a paynent, tendered for
each burial and renmpval pernit issued to a |licensed funeral director or

undertaker, in the amount of twenty dollars, provided that such paynent
shal |l be considered a cost of operation and the funeral director or
undertaker shall not charge any additional fee related to such paynent

for funeral or other services.

8 3. Subdivision 3 of section 4171 of the public health law, as
anended by chapter 352 of the laws of 2013, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Al certificates, either of birth or death, shall be witten Ilegi-
bly, in durable black ink, provided, however, that comencing on [e+
after] the inplenmentation date under section forty-one hundred forty-
eight of this article, death certificates shall be conpleted in accord-
ance with section forty-one hundred forty-eight of this article. No
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of—this—artiectle] shall be held to be conplete and correct that does not
supply all of the itens of information called for therein, or satisfac-
torily account for their om ssion.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




