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STATE OF NEW YORK

9072--A

| N ASSEMBLY

January 18, 2018

Introduced by M of A FAHY -- read once and referred to the Conmittee
on Hi gher Education -- conmittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anmended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to nmandatory conti nui ng
education for psychol ogi sts

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by adding a new section 7607
to read as foll ows:

8 7607. Mandatory continuing education. 1. (a) Each psychol ogi st
required under this article to register triennially with the departnent
to practice in this state, shall conply with the provisions for nmandato-
ry continuing education prescribed in subdivision two of this section,
except as set forth in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this subdivision
Psychol ogi sts who do not satisfy the nmndatory continuing education
requirenents shall not practice until they have net such requirenents
and they have been issued a registration certificate, except that a
psychologist may practice without having nmet such requirenents if he or
she is issued a conditional registration certificate pursuant to subdi -
vision three of this section.

(b) Each psychologist shall be exenpt fromthe nmandatory conti nuing
education requirenents for the triennial registration period during
which they are first [licensed. In accordance with the intent of this
section, adjustnent to the mandatory continui ng education requi r enent
nay be granted by the departnment for reasons of health that are certi -
fied by an appropriate health care professional, for extended active
duty with the arned forces of the United States, or for other good cause
acceptable to the departnent which nay prevent conpliance.

(c) A psychologist not engaged in practice, as deternined by the
departnent, shall be exenpt from the nmandatory continuing education
requirenent upon the filing of a statenent with the departnent declaring
such status. Any licensee who returns to the practice of psychol ogy
during the triennial registration period shall notify the departnent
prior to reentering the profession and shall neet such continuing educa-
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tion requirenents as shall be prescribed by requlations of the conm s-
si oner.

2. During each triennial registration period, an applicant for reqgis-
tration as a psychol ogist shall conplete a mininumof thirty-six hours
of acceptable learning activities, a mninumof three hours of which
shall be course work in the area of professional ethics, including the
laws, rules and requlations for practice in New York. Any psychol ogi st
whose first registration date following the effective date of this
section occurs less than three years fromsuch effective date, but on or
after January first, two thousand twenty-one, shall conplete continuing
education hours on a prorated basis at the rate of one hour per nonth
for the period beqginning January first, two thousand twenty-one up to
the first registration date thereafter. A psychologist who has not
satisfied the mandatory continuing education requirenent shall not be
issued a triennial registration certificate by the departnent and shal
not practice unless and until a conditional registration is issued as
provided for in subdivision three of this section. Continuing education
hours taken during one trienniummay not be transferred to the subse-
quent triennium

3. (a) The departnent, in its discretion, nmay issue a conditiona
registration to a psychologist who fails to neet the continuing educa-
tion requirenents established in subdivision two of this section., but
who agrees to make up any deficiencies and conplete any additiona
education which the departnent nay require. The fee for such a condi-
tional reqgistration shall be the sanme as, and in addition to, the fee
for the triennial reqgistration. The duration of such conditional regqis-
tration shall be deternined by the departnent. but shall not exceed one
year. Any psychologist who is notified of the denial of registration for
failure to submt evidence, satisfactory to the departnent, of required
continuing education and who practices wi thout such registration my be
subject to disciplinary proceedings pursuant to section sixty-five
hundred ten of this title.

(b) For purposes of this section:

(i) "acceptable learning activities" shall include, but not be linmted
to. formal courses of l|earning which contribute to professional practice
in psychology and/or self-study activities; independent study; forma
nentoring activities; publication in professional journals; or |ectures,
whi ch neet the standards prescribed by regulations of the conm ssioner
and

(ii) "formal courses of learning"” shall include, but not be linmted
to, collegiate level credit and non-credit courses, professional devel-
opnent progranms and technical sessions offered by national, state, and
|l ocal professional associations and other organizations acceptable to
the departnment, and any other organized educational and technical
prograns acceptable to the departnment. Formal courses nust be taken from

a sponsor approved by the departnent, based upon an application and fee,
pursuant to the requlations of the conm ssi oner

c) The departnent ma inits discretion and as needed to contribute
to the health and welfare of the public, require the conpletion of
continuing education credits in specific subjects to fulfill this manda-

tory continuing education requirenent.

(d) Psychol ogi sts shall maintain adequate docunentation of conpletion
of acceptable continuing education credits and shall provide such
docunmentation at the request of the departnment. Failure to provide such
docunmentation upon the request of the departnent shall be an act of
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nm sconduct subject to disciplinary proceedings pursuant to section
sixty-five hundred ten of this title.

(e) The mandatory continuing education fee shall be deternined by the
departnent. Such fee shall be payable on or before the first day of each
triennial registration period, and shall be paid in addition to the
triennial reqgistration fee required by subdivision eight of section
seventy-six hundred three of this article.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2021; provided, however,
that effective imediately, the addition and/or repeal of any rule or
regul ati on necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized and directed to be made and conpleted on or before
such effective date.




