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Introduced by M of A CUSICK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to electronic health
records

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Title 1 of article 29-D of the public health Iaw is anended
by adding a new section 2997-f-1 to read as foll ows:

8§ 2997-f-1. Electronic health records. 1. All hospitals |icensed
under article twenty-eight of this chapter, all office-based surgery
practices accredited pursuant to section twd hundred thirty-d of this
chapter, and any health care provider |licensed pursuant to title eight
of the education |aw who operates a practice which accepts unschedul ed,
wal k-in appointnents frompatients that are not regularly seen by the
practitioner and has extended hours of operation shall utilize and main-
tain an electronic health record system that connects to the | ocal
regional health infornmation organization to facilitate the exchange of
health information.

2. Each reqional health information organization shall ensure it is
accessible and capable of connecting all hospitals and health care
providers under this section, and any other health care provider or
qualified health entity and their electronic health record vendors,
including, but not linmted to, private physician practices and county
health departnents that wish to connect to the regional health inform-
tion organization.

3. Health care providers may apply for any funding available for
health information technology and electronic health record infrastruc-
ture.

4. The conmi ssioner shall establish a process by which the health care
providers covered by this section nay apply for a waiver fromthe el ec-
tronic health record requirenents inposed by this section due to econom
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ic hardship, technological limtations that are not reasonably wthin
the control of the health care provider, or other exceptional circum
stance denonstrated by the health care provider.

8 2. This act shall take effect 2 years after it shall have becone a
| aw;, provided, however, that, effective inmrediately the comm ssioner of
health 1is authorized to promulgate any rules and regul ati ons necessary
to ensure that regional health care organi zations are capabl e of conmply-
ing with the provisions of this act on its effective date.




