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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 25, 2017

Introduced by M of A TH ELE, WOERNER -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Tourism Parks, Arts and Sports Devel oprment

AN ACT to anend the econonic developnent law, in relation to creating
the New York State bicycle tourism pronotion act

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The econonic devel opnent law is amended by adding a new

article 23 to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 23
NEW YORK STATE BI CYCLE TOURI SM PROMOTI ON ACT

Section 460. Short title.

461. Statenent of legislative intent.

462. Definitions.

463. Adm ni stration.

464. Grants for local bicycle tourismKkiosk.

465. Programreview.

8 460. Short title. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the
New York State bicycle tourismpronption act.

8 461. Statenment of legislative intent. The legislature hereby recog-
nizes the role that cycling plays in local tourism Increasingly, bicy-
cles are utilized by travelers to explore local comunities, or as a
nethod of travel through the state. As bicycles help expand travel
destinations, and add to experience based tourism the state should act
to support the growth in this sector. It is the objective of this |eqgis-
lation to establish a working fleet of rental bikes at convention
bureaus, visitor centers and points of interest that are heavily visited
by tourists and professionals. Additionally, the legislature w shes to
provide a nechanismto connect visiting professionals and travelers with
information and maps of bicycling routes and destination points.

8 462. Definitions. As used in this act, "bicycle tourismkiosk" shal
nean a central location easily accessible by tourists where bicycles,
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bi cycling safety equipnent and a local bicycle route map are provided
for rental and use.

8§ 463. Administration. 1. The departnent shall adopt guidelines for,
and administer a programto pronpte bicycle tourism in local conmmni-
ties. In doing so, the departnent shall

(a) solicit and accept proposals fromlocal tourism pronotion agen-
cies, convention and visitors bureaus and chanmbers of conmerce to iden-
tify potential bicycle routes and host a bicycle tourismKkiosk;

(b) evaluate those proposals to ensure that proposed bicycle routes
will provide travelers with an adequate experience based on the proxim-
ty of points of interest and tourism attractions to proposed bicycle
routes; and

(c) provide that no bicycles shall be rented without also providing a
bicycle helnmet, or having been provided that the person renting the
bicycle has in his or her possession a helnet to be used while operating
such bicycle.

2. The departnment may approve up to fifteen proposals to create a
|l ocal bicycle tourismKkiosk.

3. Nothing shall prohibit the departnent from contracting with a
statewide bicycling organization for the purposes of identifying poten-
tial areas for a bicycle tourismprogram evaluating proposals submtted
to the departnent and locally adm nistering grants provided under this
article.

8 464. Gants for local bicycle tourism kiosk. 1. Fromexisting
anounts appropriated for tourismpronotion, and any other anpunts appro-
priated for the program the departnent shall provide grants to tourism
pronotion agencies, conventions and visitors bureaus, chanbers of
commerce, or a local governnent for the purchase of equipnent and opera-
tion of a bicycle tourismKkiosk.

2. The departnment may contract with a statew de bicycling organi zation
to admi nister grants provided under this article.

3. No single grant nmay exceed twenty thousand dollars.

4. Eligible uses for grants provided under this section are as
foll ows:

(a) for the purchase of bicycles, helnets, locks, bicycle tools,
stationary bicycle racks, and any other equi pnent necessary to nmaintain
and provide safe bicycle rentals;

(b) for personal service costs, provided however that such persona
service costs shall not exceed nine thousand dollars per grant;

c) for any other costs necessary to | ease or purchase space to oper-
ate a bicycle tourismkiosk; and

(d) for reasonable non-personal service costs associated with the
operation and mai ntenance of a bicycle tourism ki osk.

8 465. Programreview. The departnent shall, six nonths after the
awarding of grants under this article, cause to be produced a review of
the program A report on the effectiveness of this program shall be

submtted to the governor, tenporary president of the senate, and speak-
er of the assenbly.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




