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Introduced by M of A STECK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to specification of
obj ections to designating petitions, independent nom nating petitions,
certificates of nonmi nation or ballot access docunents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 6-154 of the election |aw, subdivision 2 as anmended
by chapter 248 of the laws of 1981, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 6-154. Nomi nations and designations; objections to. 1. Any petition
or certificate filed with the officer or board charged with the duty of
receiving it shall be presunptively valid if it is in proper form and
appears to bear the requisite nunber of signatures, authenticated in a
manner prescribed by this chapter.

2. Witten objections to any certificate of designation or nom nation
or to a nom nating or designating petition or a petition for opportunity
to ballot for public office or to a certificate of acceptance, a certif-
icate of authorization, a certificate of declination or a certificate of
substitution relating thereto may be filed by any voter registered to
vote for such public office and to a designating petition or a petition
for opportunity to ballot for party position or a certificate of substi-
tution, a certificate of acceptance or a certificate of declination
relating thereto by any voter enrolled to vote for such party position.
Such objections shall be filed with the officer or board with whomthe
original petition or certificate is filed within three days after the
filing of the petition or certificate to which objection is nade, or
within three days after the last day to file such a certificate, if no
such certificate is filed except that if any person nom nated by an
i ndependent nomi nating petition, is nomnated as a party candidate for
the same office by a party certificate filed, or a party nom nati on nade
after the filing of such petition, the witten objection to such peti-

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
LBDO5461- 01- 7



O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

A 7761 2

tion may be filed within three days after the filing of such party
certificate or the nmaking of such party nonination. When such an
objection is filed, specifications of the grounds of the objections
shall be filed within six days thereafter with the same officer or board
and if specifications are not timely filed, the objection shall be nul
and void. | - —e€ i eby—enpewered—te—hrle g
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3. (a) Any person filing general objections to any designating peti -
tion, independent noninating petition or certificate of nonmnation or
bal l ot access docunent who thereafter files specifications of his or her
objections to any such docunent shall do so in accordance with the
provisions of this subdivision. Al such specifications shall substan-
tially conply with the follow ng requirenents:

(i) for specifications relating to any petition, the volune nunber,
page nunber, and |ine nunber of any signature objected to on any peti-
tion shall be set forth in detail. In addition, any portion of any peti-
tion or any signature line or witness statenent objected to shall be
specifically identified and reasons given for any such objection;

(ii) the total nunber of signatures objected to shall be set forth and
all objections relating to a single signature line should be grouped
t oget her; and

(iii) synbol s and/or abbreviations my be used to set forth
obj ections, provided that a sheet explaining the neaning of any such
synbol s and/or abbreviations is attached to the specifications.

(b) No specifications of objections to any petition, certificate of

non nation or ballot access docunment will be considered unless the
objector filing the specifications personally delivers or mails by over-
night mail a duplicate copy of the specification to each candidate for

public office naned on the petition. Qbjections and specifications to a
petition for an opportunity to ballot must be served on the persons
naned as the conmttee to receive notices. 1In the case of a petition
containing candidates for party positions, service of the specifications
shall be nade on either the naned candidates or the first person naned

on the petition's committee to fill vacancies. Service shall be nade on
or before the date of filing of any specifications with the officer or
board. Proof of service shall acconpany the specifications or be

received by the end of two business days following the filing of the
speci fications, whichever is later.

4, (a) Such officer or board shall give notice by overnight mail to
the objector and the candidate naned in such petition or certificate of
the date or dates on which such officer or board shall consider the
specifications filed, and board findings, the result of and research of
the specifications, and shall nake a determination as to the sufficiency
of such petition or certificate and shall provide the objector and
candidate or their agent or agents an opportunity to be heard as to the
validity of each specific objection. Copies of the board's research of
specifications shall acconpany such notice. Such opportunity may be by
witten submission or oral presentation in the discretion of such offi-
cer or board. Such officer or board shall not deny the objector or the
candidate or their agent or agents an opportunity to be present when the
deternmnation as to validity is nade.

(b) For objections and specifications made to ball ot access docunents
filed with the state board of elections, the provisions of paragraph (a)
of this subdivision shall apply. However, the opportunity to be heard as
to the validity or invalidity of such specifications shall be provided
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in a hearing which precedes any neeting of the state board's conmm ssi on-

ers at which determinations will be rendered.
5. Wien [&] any determination is nade that a certificate or petition
is sufficient or insufficient, such officer or board shall give notice

of the determination forthwith by mail to each candi date naned in the
petition or certificate, and, if the determination is made upon speci-
fied objections, the objector shall be notified;, provided that any such
candi date or objector nay designate an attorney or agent to receive any
such notice and/or deternmination on his or her behalf. Any such desig-
nation shall be in witing and include the nane, address, emil and
tel ephone nunber of any such attorney or agent. and any such attorney
and/or agent shall be eligible to represent any such candi date or objec-
tor in any proceeding relating to the specifications.

6. Nothing in this section shall be construed to require an objection
or hearing if the board of elections by majority vote deternmines that a
filing does not neet the criteria of subdivision one of this section to
be presunptively valid.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have beconme a |aw. Effective imediately, the addition, anendnent
and/ or repeal of any rules or regulations necessary for the inplenmenta-
tion of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made on or
before such date.




