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May 3, 2017

Introduced by M of A GUNTHER -- (at request of the Ofice for People
wi th Devel opnental Disabilities) -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to the definition of
"in need of involuntary care and treatnment” and to whom an application
for such adm ssion is nade

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The third undesignated paragraph of section 15.01 of the
nment al hygi ene | aw, as renunbered by chapter 978 of the laws of 1977, is
amended to read as foll ows:

"in need of involuntary care and treatnment” neans that a person is in
need of in-patient care and treatnent as a resident in a school, that
such care and treatnment is essential to his or her welfare, and that his
or her judgnent is so inpaired that he or she is unable to understand
the need for such care and treatment and that he or she poses a real and
present risk of substantial physical harm to hinmself or herself or
ot hers.

§ 2. Subsection (a) of section 15.27 of the nmental hygiene | aw, as
anmended by chapter 37 of the laws of 2011, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) [Fre—di+rector—of—a——school] The conmi ssioner may receive and retain
[therein] in a school, as a resident any person alleged to have a devel -
opnmental disability and be in need of involuntary care and treatnent
upon the certificates of two exam ning physicians or of one examning
physician and one certified psychol ogi st, acconpani ed by an application
for the adm ssion of such person. The exanm nation nmay be conducted
jointly but each exam ner shall execute a separate certificate

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.
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