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        AN  ACT to amend the multiple dwelling law, in relation to window guards
          on fire escape windows for multiple dwellings

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1.  Paragraph c of subdivision 1 of section 53 of the multiple
     2  dwelling  law, as amended by chapter 814 of the laws of 1992, is amended
     3  to read as follows:
     4    c. Access to any fire-escape shall  not  be  obstructed  by  sinks  or
     5  kitchen  fixtures  or  in  any  other way. Iron bars, grilles, gates, or
     6  other obstructing devices on any window giving access  to  [fire-escapes
     7  ]  a  required  secondary means of egress shall be unlawful unlessor  to
     8  such devices are of a type approved by the  board  of  appeals  and  are
     9  installed  and maintained as prescribed by the board; provided, however,
    10  that in a city having a population of one million or more, such  devices
    11  shall  be  of a type approved, installed and maintained as prescribed by
    12  the fire commissioner, or as previously approved and prescribed  by  the
    13  board  of  standards  and  appeals  of  such  city,  except as otherwise
    14  provided by said commissioner.
    15    § 2. Subdivision 1 of section 53  of  the  multiple  dwelling  law  is
    16  amended by adding a new paragraph e to read as follows:
    17    e.  (1)  The  owner,  lessee,  agent  or  other  person who manages or
    18  controls a multiple dwelling  shall  provide,  install  and  maintain  a
    19  window  guard on the windows of each apartment in which a child or chil-
    20  dren ten years of age or under reside, and on the windows,  if  any,  in
    21  the public halls of a multiple dwelling in which such children reside.
    22    (2) No window guard shall be equipped with a padlock, key lock, combi-
    23  nation  lock  or  any  other  locking mechanism, except that such window
    24  guards may be secured with a device that is capable of releasing in such
    25  a manner that immediate access to such fire escape is not impeded.  Such
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     1  device shall meet minimum standards adopted by the fire commissioner and
     2  shall be approved for use by the fire commissioner.
     3    (3) Any violation of the provisions of this section shall constitute a
     4  civil  violation  subject  to  a  penalty  of not more than five hundred
     5  dollars per violation.
     6    § 3. This act shall take effect one year after it shall have become  a
     7  law.


