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I ntroduced by M of A ENGLEBRI GHT, ABBATE, RI VERA, GALEF -- Milti - Spon-
sored by -- M of A AUBRY, BENEDETTO, LUPARDO -- read once and
referred to the Conmittee on CGovernnental Enployees

AN ACT to anend the civil service law, inrelation to long term care
counsel i ng

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds that
understanding and planning for one's own long termcare needs is crit-
ically inportant and will continue to be inportant given denographic
changes, nedical technol ogy which prolongs life, the cost of long term
care and Medicaid' s stake in its financing. Gven these factors, the
wor kpl ace can play a significant educational and counseling role. Fam -
lies will continue to face long termcare issues and it is incunbent
upon the state to aid state, nmunicipal and other public enployees to
understand long termcare and its inpact on an individual's health and
wel I ness as well as help those workers by providing informati on on where
to go to find assistance and support should a fanmly nenber require | ong
termcare services. The workplace can be instrunental in counseling at
the time of hiring, during enploynent and prior to retirenment in provid-
ing educational resources to enable enployees to wunderstand their
options and encourage their own planning for long termcare. This strat-

egy will help the individual and their fanily prepare for and understand
their risk should long termcare services be required. This strategy
will also have a positive inpact on state and | ocal governnments' Medi -

caid spending if individuals prepare for their long termcare with tools
such as long termcare insurance or reverse nortgages. These tools will
enabl e individuals to pay up front for their |ong-term care expenses and
delay application to receive such financing under the Medicaid program

8 2. The civil service law is amended by adding a new section 172-a to
read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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8 172-a. long termcare counseling. 1. The provisions of this section
shall apply to individuals participating in the New York state and | oca
enpl oyees' retirenent system the New York city board of education
enpl oyees' retirenent system the New York state teachers' retirenent
system the New York city teachers' retirenent system the New York city
enpl oyees' retirement system the New York state and |ocal police and
fire retirenment system the New York city police pension fund, and the
New York city fire departnment pension fund. Each enpl oyee covered by
this section shall receive long term care counseling through their
enployer within one nonth after being hired and within at |east one
nonth prior to |eaving enploynent. Wile enployed, each enployee shal
receive long termcare counseling through their enployer at |east once
every five vears.

2. Llong termcare counseling shall consist of but shall not be limted
to: information, education and advice dealing wth long term care
issues and planning for long termcare, including information about |ong
term care insurance benefits, the partnership plan, reverse nortgages,
the risks to one's finances absent long termcare planning, tax benefits
of purchasing a long term care insurance policy, and prograns and
services in the comunity related to long termcare, including who to
call for assistance.

3. Each tine an enployee conpletes long term care counseling the
enpl oyee shall sign a formapproved by the president indicating that
such enpl oyee has conpl et ed such counseling

4. The president, in consultation with the superintendent of financia
services, the conm ssioner of health and the director of the state
office for the aging, shall devel op additional long termcare coun-
seling requirenents and procedures as needed and in the event that new
products are developed in order to carry out this section.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a |law. Effective immediately, any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the tinely inplenentation of this act on such effective date
shal |l be promul gated on or before such date.




