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        AN  ACT  to amend the public health law, in relation to requiring health
          care providers to report cases of methicillin resistant staphylococcus
          aureus infections

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1. Article 21 of the public health law is amended by adding a
     2  new title VIII to read as follows:
     3                                 TITLE VIII
     4                    METHICILLIN RESISTANT STAPHYLOCOCCUS
     5                                   AUREUS
     6  Section 2180. Methicillin  resistant  staphylococcus  aureus;  duty   to
     7                  report.
     8    §  2180.  Methicillin resistant staphylococcus aureus; duty to report.
     9  1.  (a) Upon considering that the infection of a patient in a  hospital,
    10  nursing  home  or  other  health  care  facility is resisting antibiotic
    11  treatment, and is or may be methicillin resistant staphylococcus aureus,
    12  the prescribing physician or other prescribing person authorized by  law
    13  to make a medical diagnosis, shall immediately arrange for culturing and
    14  laboratory  testing  of such infection, and for apprising the facility's
    15  administrator and its director of nursing of the case.
    16    (b) Upon issuing its findings, the laboratory shall send a copy there-
    17  of to the commissioner.
    18    (c) Upon the patient's discharge or death, the facility shall promptly
    19  report the case to the commissioner.
    20    2. The commissioner shall promptly forward such report to  the  health
    21  commissioner  of  the  municipality where such infection occurred.  When
    22  cases of such infection occur in a  municipality  not  having  a  health
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     1  commissioner,  such  reports shall be forwarded directly to the district
     2  health officer.
     3    3.  Such  report shall contain such information concerning the case as
     4  shall be required by the commissioner.
     5    4. The requirements of this title shall be in addition to the require-
     6  ments of section twenty-eight hundred nineteen of this chapter.
     7    § 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day  after  it  shall
     8  have become a law.


