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STATE OF NEW YORK

696

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 9, 2017

Introduced by M of A MMGNARELLI -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means

AN ACT to anmend the tax law, in relation to creating an urban science,
t echnol ogy, engineering and math (U STEM nentor vol unteer program for
yout h; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration
t her eof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "urban
sci ence, technology, engineering and nmath (U STEM nentor vol unteer
program for youth act".

§ 2. Legislative findings and intent. The |Ilegislature hereby finds
that there is a need to develop, pronote and facilitate a nentor vol un-
teer programspecifically designed to foster greater student partic-
ipation for pupils 1living in high concentrations of poverty in |arge
urban areas who are in grades seven to twelve in the study of science,
technol ogy, engineering and nathematics herein referred to as STEM
prograns. The legislature further finds that the STEM programmatic areas
are under-served and under-represented by pupils living in poverty in
the |arge urban school districts of the state due in part to the finan-
cial circunstances of the school districts as well as the conpeting
programmati c requirenents for high school graduation.

Furthernore, the Ilegislature finds that STEM busi nesses in the |arge
urban areas are in need of greater nunbers of qualified students to
pursue careers in the STEMfields and that there is a state interest in
fostering a programmati c connection between these businesses and their
school districts to nentor, develop and train students interested in
STEM car eers.

Therefore be it resolved that the |legislature creates the urban
sci ence, technol ogy, engineering and mathematics (U STEM nentor vol un-
teer programfor pupils in the large city school districts of the state.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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8§ 3. Section 210-B of the tax law is anended by adding a new subdivi-
sion 49 to read as foll ows:

49. Uban science, technology. engineering and math (U STEM nentor
volunteer programfor youth act credit. (a) Notwi thstanding any other
provision of law, rule or regulation to the contrary. businesses identi-
fied as STEM enpl oyers shall be allowed a credit against the tax inposed
by this article equal to five percent of the conbined annual sal aries of
individuals participating in the U STEM nentor volunteer programup to a
maxi mum of four hundred thousand dollars annually for each qualifying
busi ness.

(b) Individuals of eligible enployers who elect to participate in the
U-STEM nentor volunteer programshall participate through a partnership
bet ween the enployer and a school district of a city with a population
of at least one hundred twenty-five thousand but |l ess than one nmillion
inhabitants according to the latest federal census and conmt to at
| east one hundred eighty hours annually of nentor volunteer activities.

(c) Qualifying enployers shall maintain witten docunentation of their
enployee's participation in the U STEM nentor vol unteer programincl ud-
ing the nunber of hours of nentor volunteering per nonth, which nust
include nentor volunteering in a science, technology, engineering or
mat hematics class five days per week for a mninumof one school vyear
Such information shall be nade available to the departnment upon request.

(d) School districts participating in the U STEM nentor vol unteer
program shall do so on a voluntary basis and conply with all applicable
laws and reqgulations pertaining to nentor volunteer prograns and activ-
ities.

(e) The credit allowed under this subdivision for any taxable year may
not reduce the tax due for such year to less than the anbunt prescribed
in paragraph (d) of subdivision one of this section. However, if the
anmpunt of credit allowed under this subdivision for any taxable year
reduces the tax to such anmpunt, any anpunt of credit thus not deductible
in such taxable vyear wll be treated as an overpaynent of tax to be
credited or refunded in accordance with the provisions of section one
thousand eighty-six of this chapter. Provided, however, the provisions
of subsection (c) of section one thousand eighty-eight of this chapter
notwi thstanding, no interest will be paid thereon

8§ 4. Section 606 of the tax law is anmended by addi ng a new subsection
(ccc) to read as foll ows:

(ccc) Urban science, technology. engineering and math (U-STEM nentor
volunteer program for youth act credit. (1) Notw thstanding any other
provision of lawrule or requlation to the contrary, participating
enployees of businesses identified as STEM enployers with tax exenpt
status under section 501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue
Code shall be allowed a credit equal to five hundred dollars annually
for each enpl oyee.

(2) Individuals of eligible enployers who elect to participate in the
U-STEM nentor volunteer program shall participate through a partnership
bet ween the enployer and a school district of a city with a population
of at least one hundred twenty-five thousand but |l ess than one nillion
inhabitants according to the latest federal census and comit to at
| east one hundred eighty hours annually of nmentor volunteer activities.

(3) Qualifying enployers shall nmaintain witten docunentation of their
enpl oyee's participation in the U STEM nentor vol unteer programincl ud-
ing the nunber of hours of nentor volunteering per nonth, which nust
include nentor volunteering in a science, technology, engineering or
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mat hematics class five days per week for a mninmumof one school vyear
Such information shall be nade available to the departnent upon request.

(4) School districts participating in the U STEM nentor vol unteer
program shall do so on a voluntary basis and conply with all applicable
laws and regulations pertaining to nentor volunteer prograns and activ-
ities.

(5) If the anpbunt of the credit allowed under this subsection for any
taxable year shall exceed the taxpayer's tax for such year, the excess
shall be treated as an overpaynent of tax to be credited or refunded in
accordance with the provisions of section six hundred eighty-six of this
article, provided, however, that no interest shall be paid thereon.

8 5. This act shall take effect imediately and shall apply to taxable
years beginning on or after January 1, 2018 and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed January 1, 2021




