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March 10, 2017

Introduced by M of A GOODELL -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Labor

AN ACT to anend the workers' conpensation law, in relation to providing
an exenption from coverage under certain circunstances

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The workers' conpensation law is anmended by adding a new
section 126 to read as foll ows:

8 126. Exenption fromcoverage. 1. An enployer may file an application
with the departnment to be exenpted fromthe provisions of this chapter
with respect to certain enployees. The application shall include a wit-
ten waiver by the enployee of all benefits under this chapter and an
affidavit by the enployee that he or she is a nenber of a recognized
religious sect which enbraces a | ong-standing commitnent of non-invol ve-
nent in the matters of established governnental practices. Therefore, he
or she is conscientiously opposed to acceptance of the benefits of any
public or private insurance which nakes paynents in the event of death,
disability, old age or retirenent or makes paynents toward the cost of,
or provides services for nmedical bills (including the benefits of any
insurance systemestablished by the Federal Social Security Act 42
US. C 301 et seq.).

2. The waiver and affidavit required by subdivision one of this
section shall be made upon a formto be provided by the departnent.

3. Such application shall be granted if the departnent shall find
that: (a) the enployee is a nenber of a sect or division having the
established tenets or teachings referred to in subdivision one of this
section; and (b) it is the practice, and has been for a substantial
nunber of years, for nenbers of such sect or division thereof to neke
provision for their dependent nenbers which in its judgnent is reason-
able in view of their general level of living. Receipt of a form

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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required by subdivision two of this section shall be considered prim
facie proof that this subdivision has been conplied wth.

4. \Wien an enployee is a minor, the waiver and affidavit required by
subdi vision one of this section nay be made by the guardian of the
ni nor .

5. An exception granted in regard to a specific enployee shall be
valid for all future years unless such enployee or sect ceases to neet
the requirenents of subdivision one of this section

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




