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February 21, 2017

Introduced by M of A SIMOTAS -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to establishing the
newborn health and safety pilot program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new section
2508 to read as fol |l ows:

8§ 2508. Newborn health and safety pilot program There shall be estab-
lished in the departnent, by the conm ssioner, a baby box pilot program
designed to reduce infant nortality rates across the state. Through the
baby box pilot program the commi ssioner shall provide baby boxes in
areas of greatest need, such as counties or areas with high infant
nortality rates, or counties or areas with poor birth outcones. The baby
boxes shall be designed to be a safe sleep place for newborn infants and
shall be lined with a firmmttress with a fitted sheet such that it can
doubl e as a bassinet. Baby boxes shall also contain newborn infant care
essentials ainmed at pronoting safe sleeping practices and ot her nethods
of reducing sudden infant death syndrone, as well as itens to encourage
safe and healthy habits for famlies transitioning to parenting. The
departnent shall pursue available funding options and neke efforts to
establish a public-private partnership with organi zations that pronote
such causes or nmanufacture such products in order to seek to obtain
donations for these purposes.

The departnment shall be responsible for nonitoring the quality, appro-
priateness and effectiveness of the programand shall report to the
legislature within one year of the effective date of this section on the
program s effectiveness.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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