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February 16, 2017

Introduced by M of A M L. MLLER BRABENEC, CROUCH, HAWEY, KOLB
MALLI OTAKI'S, NORRI'S, PALMESANO, RA, WALSH -- read once and referred to
the Conmttee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to support services
for individuals with devel opnental disabilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The United States Suprenme Court deci-
sion in Onmtead v. L.C has caused a ripple effect throughout the
devel oprental disabilities conmunity as it pertains to the integration
of enploynent and how individuals with devel opnental disabilities wll
find and get to enploynent. Furthernore the deinstitutionalization
requirements of the O nstead decision also inpacts housing for the
devel opnental disabilities conmunity. While many individuals Ilive wth
their famlies, parents are concerned with what will happen to their
children when they can no longer care for them Issues regarding indi-
viduals with developnental disabilities are w de-ranging and uni que
One of the issues unifying parents regarded service coordination for
i ndividuals with devel opnental disabilities. As a result, the office for
people wth developnental disabilities nust develop tools to aid fam -
lies and individuals with these chall enges.

8§ 2. Section 13.09 of the nental hygiene law is anmended by adding two
new subdivisions (i) and (j) to read as foll ows:

(i) The comm ssioner shall establish family support navigators to
assist fanilies and individuals to gain an increased understanding and
assist with navigating services for individuals with devel opnental disa-
bilities. The conmssioner, wth collaboration from other agencies,
offices, and stakeholders, will develop standards for the famly support
navi gator role. These standards will include a working know edge of, but
not be limted to, issues wth service navigation, transportation
education, housing, insurance and workforce devel opnent.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(j) The conm ssioner shall develop, and show on the office's website,

a list of available housing and future housing availability for individ-
uals with devel opnental disabilities. The 1list of housing shall be
updated on a bi-weekly basis and be broken down by county.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall

have becone a | aw.



