OCoO~NOUIRWNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

5824

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 16, 2017

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to enact the "New York state water infrastructure relief act"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "New York state water infrastructure relief act"”.

8§ 2. For purposes of this act:

(a) "water quality infrastructure project” shall nmean "sewage treat-
ment works", as defined in section 17-1903 of the environmental conser-
vation law, "eligible project", as defined in paragraphs (a), (b), (c)
and (e) of subdivision 4 of section 1160 of the public health | aw
"stormnvater collecting systeni, as defined in subdivision 27 of section
56- 0101 of the environnental conservation |law, or septic system

(b) "construction" shall nean:

(1) for sewage treatnment works, as defined in section 17-1903 of the
envi ronnment al conservation | aw,

(2) for eligible projects, as defined in section 1160 of the public
health | aw

(3) for stormmvater collecting systens, as defined in subdivision 27 of
section 56-0101 of the environnental conservation |aw the erection,
bui l di ng, acquisition, alteration, reconstruction, inprovenment or exten-
sion of stormnater collecting systens; the inspection and supervision
thereof; and the engineering, architectural, legal, fiscal and economnic
i nvestigations and studies, surveys, designs, plans, working draw ngs,
speci fications, procedures, and other actions necessary thereto; and

(4) for septic systens, the erection, building, acquisition, alter-
ation, reconstruction, inprovenment or extension of septic systens; the
i nspection and supervision thereof; and the engi neering, architectural
| egal, fiscal and econonic investigations and studies, surveys, designs,
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pl ans, working drawi ngs, specifications, procedures, and other actions
necessary thereto.

(¢c) "municipality" shall nean any county, city, town, village
district corporation, <county or town inprovenent district, school
district, Indian nation or tribe recognized by the state or the United

States with a reservation wholly or partly within the boundaries of New
York state, any public benefit corporation or public authority estab-
lished pursuant to the I aws of New York or any agency of the state which
is enpowered to construct and operate a water quality infrastructure
project, or any two or nore of the foregoing which are acting jointly in
connection with a water quality infrastructure project.

8 3. (a) The environnental facilities corporation shall undertake and
provide state financial assistance paynents, from funds appropriated for
such purpose, to rmunicipalities in support of water quality infrastruc-
ture projects; provided, however, that in any such year that funds are
made avail abl e pursuant to the clean water bond act of 2017 for such
purpose, no nunicipality shall receive nore than ten mllion dollars of
such funds. Such financial assistance paynents shall be awarded only to
water quality infrastructure projects for:

(1) replacement, wupdating, installation, construction or repair of
infrastructure; or

(2) conpliance with environmental conservation and public health |aws
and regul ations related to water quality.

(b) Any financial assistance paynment awarded pursuant to this act
shal |l not exceed eighty percent of the project cost.

(c) Anunicipality may nake an application for such financial assist-
ance paynent, in a manner, formand timefranme and containing such infor-
mat i on as the environmental facilities corporation nmay require
provi ded, however, such requirenents shall not include a requirenent for
prior listing on the intended use plan.

(d) In addition to any application process and requirenments that the
environnmental facilities corporation nay establish pursuant to subdivi -
sion (c) of this section, such corporation shall establish an expedited,
energency application and financial assistance paynment process for a
muni ci pality submitting an application therefor. Such process shal
require an applicant municipality to provide such evidence as shall be
determined to be necessary by the environnental facilities corporation
to prove that there exists a serious and imrediate risk to public health
or the environnment which requires construction of the nmunicipality's
water quality infrastructure project as soon as practicable. Such corpo-
ration shall accept and review such applications on a twenty-four hour a
day, seven days a week basis to ensure virtually inmedi ate response
thereto. The environmental facilities corporation shall review and nake
a determ nation of whether to approve or deny an emergency application,
and provide notice thereof to the nunicipality within 48 hours of the
receipt of such application. Furthernore, within 24 hours of naking a
determ nati on upon an energency application, the environnental facili-
ties corporation shall post the reasons for the determ nation of
approval or denial on its internet website. In the event that an ener-
gency application is approved, the environnental facilities corporation
shal |l cause the financial assistance paynent to be transnmitted to the
muni ci pality wthin 72 hours of such approval. The denial of a munici-
pality's emergency application shall not be deened to bar such nmunici-
pality from submtting an application pursuant to subdivision (c) of
this section nor shall it be deened to be a determi nation of the appli-
cation submtted pursuant to such subdi vision
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(e) A nmunicipality shall not be required to accept environmenta
facilities corporation loan financing in order to obtain a financial
assi stance paynent pursuant to this act iif it can provide proof of
having obtained sinmilarly low cost financing or other funding from
anot her source.

(f) I'n awardi ng such state financial assistance paynments, the environ-
mental facilities corporation shall consider and give preference to
projects that result in the greatest water quality inprovenent or great-
est reduction in serious risk to public health.

8 4. This act shall take effect upon the approval of the electorate of
the clean water bond act of 2017.



