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STATE OF NEW YORK

5724

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 14, 2017

Introduced by M of A CURRAN, CROUCH, FINCH RAIA, AGIO-- Milti-
Sponsored by -- M of A HAWEY -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to creating a regents
nursi ng professional's |oan forgi veness program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 605 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. Regents nursing professional's |loan forgiveness program Regents
| oan forgiveness awards shall be awarded annually to nurse applicants
who agree to engage in enploynment in hospitals, nursing hones or hospice
centers on a full-tine basis. Such awards shall be granted annually, and
shall be classified and allocated in accordance with regents rules.

a. (1) The applicant shall be a resident or permanent resident alien
of New York state and a graduate of an institution of higher education
approved or registered by the regents.

(2) The applicant shall agree to engage in such enploynent for a peri-
od of time which shall not be |l ess than two years.

b. Priority shall be accorded to applicants in the follow ng order:

(1) First, to any applicant who is conpleting the second year of the
service requirenent and is reapplying for a new award;

(2) Second, to any applicant who is econonically disadvantaged as
defined by the regents;

(3) Third, to any applicant according to the severity of shortage of
nurses in the area selected by the applicant.

In the event that there are nore applicants who have the sanme priority
than there are remaining scholarships, the comr ssioner shall distribute
the renni ni ng nunber of such schol arships by neans of a lottery or other
formof random sel ecti on.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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c. The conm ssioner shall then forward approved applications to the
president and shall notify unsuccessful applicants.

d. The president shall notify applicants of their award entitl enent.

e. The president shall, in consultation with the conmni ssioner and with
the appropriate director, develop and secure from each successful appli-
cant a witten agreenent to engage in such enploynent, as appropriate.
Wthin such tine as the conmi ssioner shall by requlation provide, a
recipient of an award shall have engaged in such enploynent as appropri -
ate, for that nunber of nonths calculated by nmultiplying by twelve the
nunber of annual paynents received by the recipient. In no case shal
the total nunber of nonths of service required be less than twenty-four
If arecipient fails to conply fully with such conditions, the president
shall be entitled to receive fromsuch recipient an anount to be deter-
m ned by the formila:

in which "A" is the anpunt the president is entitled to recover; "B" is
the sum of all paynents nmade to the recipient and the interest on such
anount whi ch woul d be payable if at the tines such awards were paid they
were |loans bearing interest at the maxinumprevailing rate; "t" is the
total nunmber of nonths in the recipient's period of obligated services;
and "s" is the nunber of nonths of service actually rendered by the
recipient. Any anpunt which the president is entitled to recover under
this paragraph shall be paid within the five-year period beginning on
the date that the recipient failed to conply with this service condi-
tion. Nothing in the witten agreenent shall affect the terns of enploy-
nent of the individual who shall negotiate, separate and apart from the
program his or her salary and other forns of enploynent with an agency.
institution or a programin which he or she shall be enployed.

Any obligation to conmply wth such provisions as outlined in this
subdi vi sion shall be cancelled upon the death of the recipient. The
conm ssioner shall nake regulations to provide for the waiver or suspen-
sion of any financial obligation which would involve extrene hardshi p.

f. Arecipient of an award shall report annually to the New York state
hi gher education services corporation, on forns prescribed by it, as to
the performance of the required services, comencing with the cal endar
year in which the recipient begins such enploynent and continuing until
the recipient shall have conpleted, or it is determned that he or she
shall not be obligated to conplete, the required services. If the
recipient shall fail to file any report required hereunder within thirty
days of witten notice to the recipient, mailed to the address shown on
the last application for an award or last report filed, whichever is
later, the president nmay inpose a fine of up to one thousand dollars.
The president shall have the discretion to waive the filing of a report,
excuse a delay in filing or a failure to file a report, or waive or

reduce any fine inposed for good cause shown.
§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




