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STATE OF NEW YORK

5450

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 9, 2017

Introduced by M of A ENGEBRIGHT -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, the environnental conservation
law, the labor |aw and the education law, in relation to creating the
environmental health tracking system

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anended by adding a new section
804 to read as follows:

8 804. Environnental health tracking system 1. The legislature finds
and declares all of the follow ng:

a. There currently exist several health and environnental databases
maintained by the state. However, there is little or no coordination
bet ween the use and analysis of these data as they pertain to environ-
nental health issues, or accessibility of this information by interested
parties and researchers. In its fight against chronic diseases, includ-
ing birth defects, that are related to the environnent, the state nust
give comunities and public health professionals solid, reliable infor-
mation, which is the nobst basic tool wth which to undertake the
prevention of these diseases.

b. Analysis of available data used to track and nonitor chronic
di seases is critical to all of the follow ng:

(1) knowing where and howto put in place the npst effective strate-
gies to prevent diseases;

(2) assessing the contribution of diseases to disabilities and prena-
ture nortality;

(3) nmeasuring the effectiveness of prevention strategies; and

(4) generating hypotheses that may lead to new scientific know edge
about the causes of, and npst effective ways to fight, chronic diseases.

c. State governnent agencies, universities and their consultants are
the appropriate and necessary institutions to exani ne whether or not,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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and, if so, the extent to which, past environnental exposures m ght
increase the risk of chronic diseases, including., but not limted to,
birth defects, diabetes, heart disease, thyroid disease, reproductive
di sorders, cancer, asthma and other respiratory conditions, Parkinson's
di sease, Alzheiner's disease., and other neurologically degenerative
di seases.

d. The initial investnent to establish the environnental health track-
ing system including an analysis infrastructure to devel op preventive
strategies, would constitute a snmall fraction of the annual costs of
controlling chronic diseases in the state.

e. It is the intent of the legislature in creating the environnental
health tracking systemto forma public-private partnership to create an
environnental health and tracking systemto do all of the follow ng

(1) provide a continually updated database, with |inkages to biononi-
toring information, infornmation about exposures to other environnental
agents, disease type data and other data collected pursuant to this
section, as well as linkages to databases of the U S. centers for
di sease control including those in its natural environnental public
health tracking programand in its behavioral risk factors database, in
order to assess the potential inpact of environnental contaninants
(defined as physical, chemical or biological agents) on the hunan body
and to evaluate such in relation to established disease risk factors;

(2) on an ongoing basis, track and evaluate a variety of chronic
diseases in relation to environnmental exposures, including state, |oca
and international data on actual incidences of chronic disease;

(3) make such data available to the public in an accessible and useful
format: and

(4) ultimately provide such data to the relevant board., division., or
office wthin the departnent. the departnent of environnental conserva-
tion, the departnment of |abor, the workers' conpensation board, and the
state university of New York schools of public health at Al bany and
Buffalo for the devel opnent of appropriate preventive strategies.

2. a. The environnental health tracking systemis hereby established
in the departnent. The purpose of such systemshall be to nonitor envi-
ronnmental exposures and chronic diseases affecting New Yorkers. The
state university of New York schools of public health at Al bany and
Buffalo are directed to cooperate with the departnent in establishing
the environnental health tracking system

b. The objectives of the environnental health tracking systemare as
follows:

(1) to track and evaluate a variety of chronic diseases in relation to
envi ronnental exposures:;

(2) to allow both governnment and university investigators, their
consultants and public health officials to assess the inpact of environ-
nental contanminants on the human body; and

(3) to provide information to the departnent and to the departnent of
environnmental conservation for the devel opnent of appropriate preventive
strategies.

c. To exanmine the relationships between chronic diseases and the envi -
ronnment, using, to the maxinum extent possible, existing health and
environnental data, the comm ssioner, based upon the recommendati ons of
the working group required pursuant to this section, shall

(1) on an ongoing basis, survey a cross section of the overall popu-
lation in the state, including, to the extent possible, regional data to
assess geographic variation, including chronically ill patients, and

their environnental exposures;
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(2) on a continuing and periodic basis, conduct science based biononi-
toring, using CDC validated, analytical protocols and CDC s guidelines
and practices for ethical treatnent of and communications of information
to participants in biononitoring prograns, for a cross section of the

popul ation, including, to the extent possible, regional data to assess
geographi c variation; and
(3) on an ongoing basis, link data created by such surveys and bi onon-

itoring activities to other health and environnental databases, such as
birth certificates, neonatal blood tests, records of hospital adn s-

sions, records of energency roomyvisits and nortality data.

3. On or before Septenber first, two thousand seventeen., the depart-
nent. in consultation with the departnent of environnental conservation,
the departnent of labor., and the state university of New York schools of
public health at Albany and Buffalo, shall create a working group of
technical experts in public health, epidem ology, biostatistics, envi-
ronnental nedicine, risk analysis, exposure assessnent, devel opnent al
biology, laboratory sciences, bioethics, and toxicology., including
experts who have know edge of the sensitivity and exposure of children
wonen of child-bearing age. seniors and disparately affected popul ations
to environnental hazards, to do all the foll ow ng:

a. develop possible approaches to inplenenting the environnental
health tracking system including an estinated cost and potential fund-

ing alternatives for each approach;

b. on or before Septenber first, two thousand nineteen, prepare and
submt a report to the departnment, the departnent of environnental

conservation, the departnment of |abor, the state university of New York
schools of public health at Albany and Buffalo, the tenporary president
of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the chairpersons of the
senate and assenbly environnental conservation conmttees, the chair-
persons of the senate finance and assenbly ways and neans committees,

and the chairpersons of the senate and assenbly health conmittees on the

possible approaches to inplenmenting an environnmental health tracking
systemfor the state; and

Cc. deternmine the health and environnental criteria needed to exam ne
the relationship between chronic diseases, including birth defects, and
the environnent.

4. The departnent and the state university of New York schools of
public health at Al bany and Buffalo and their consultants are directed
to cooperate in creating the working group pursuant to subdivision three
of this section.

5. On or before January first, two thousand twenty, the departnent
shall adopt and inplenent the approach recommended by the working group
that it deternmines nost closely neets the findings and requirenents of
subdivision one of this section., after opportunity for independent.
scientific peer review and public conment.

6. Nothing in this section shall be construed to supersede any confi-
dentiality provisions of any |aw

§ 2. The environmental conservation |law is amended by adding a new
section 3-0320 to read as foll ows:

8 3-0320. Environnental health tracking system

The departnment shall cooperate with state agencies, universities, and
their consultants to provide all infornmation and other relevant and
necessary expertise to neet the requirenents of section eight hundred
four of the public health | aw

8§ 3. The labor law is anended by adding a new section 888 to read as
fol | ows:
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8§ 888. Environnental health tracking system The board shall cooperate
with state agencies, universities, and their consultants to provide al
information and other relevant and necessary expertise to neet the
requirenents of section eight hundred four of the public health | aw

8§ 4. The education lawis anmended by adding a new section 355-d to
read as foll ows:

8§ 355-d. State university of New York schools of public health at
Al bany and Buffalo and their consultants to participate in the creation
of the environnental health tracking system working group. The state
university of New York schools of public health at Al bany and Buffal o
and their consultants shall participate in the creation of the environ-
nental health tracking system working group pursuant to section eight
hundred four of the public health |aw

8§ 5. This act shall take effect imediately.




