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STATE OF NEW YORK

5147

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 6, 2017

Introduced by M of A WALTER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Agi ng

AN ACT to amend the elder law, in relation to establishing a veterans'
gerontol ogi cal advisory conmittee

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The elder Ilawis anmended by adding a new section 224 to
read as foll ows:

8 224. Veterans' gerontological advisory conmittee. 1. There is hereby
established within the office a veterans' gerontological advisory
committee which shall consist of no nore than nineteen nenbers to be
appointed pursuant to this subdivision. Mnbers shall be appointed for a
termof six yvears and may serve until their successors are chosen
Menmbers shall serve without salary. Any nenber chosen to fill a vacancy
created otherwi se than by expiration of termshall be appointed for the
unexpired termof the nenber he or she is to succeed. A chairperson and
vice-chairperson shall be appointed by the director, and the conmittee
shall be conprised of:

(a) Two nenbers appointed by the governor, both of whom shall be
vet er ans;

(b) N ne nmenbers appointed by the director, including:

(1) at least one of whomshall be a physician in the field of primary
care geriatric nedicine;

(2) at |least one of whomshall be a researcher in the field of social
ger ont ol ogy;

(3) at least one of whom shall be certified as a geriatric nurse prac-
titioner;

(4) at least one of whomshall be a clinical practitioner of geriatric
psychiatry;

(5) at least one of whomshall be a facility or health care system
veterans' hone-based primary care programdirector as defined by the
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United States departnent of veterans' affairs veterans' health admnis-
tration directive eleven hundred forty-one;

(6) at least one of whomshall be a caregiver in the field of veter-
ans' respite care;

(7) at least one of whom shall be an expert in the field of eldercare
planning and nanagenent fromthe New York state veterans' hone estab-
lished pursuant to article twenty-six-A of the public health | aw,

(8) at least one of whomshall be an expert in the field of geronto-
logical social work who specializes in services for aging veterans; and

(9) at least one of whomshall be an economi st with a focus in the
fields of aging, household saving, pensions, social security, taxation
and housi ng narkets;

(c) Three nmenbers appointed by the governor upon the nonmi nation of the
tenporary president of the senate, each of whom shall be veterans;

(d) Three nmenbers appointed by the governor upon the nom nation of the
speaker of the assenbly, each of whom shall be veterans;

(e) One nenber appointed by the governor upon the nonination of the
mnority |leader of the senate who shall be a veteran; and

(f) One nenber appointed by the governor upon the nomnation of the
mnority |leader of the assenbly who shall be a veteran.

2. Sixty percent of the nenbers of the advisory comrittee appointed on
and after the effective date of this subdivision shall be sixty years of
age or_over.

3. The committee shall provide advice, comments and reconmendations to
advi se the director on policies, programs, services and trends inpacting
the state's aging veteran population and the larger context of veterans
healthcare systens, and such other matters as the director nmay request
in relation to this article.

4. The advisory conmittee shall neet at |east once annually at tines
and pl aces set by the chairperson.

5. The director may ask other individuals to attend the conmmittee's
neetings or work with it on an occasional or regular basis.

6. Menbership on the conmrmittee shall not constitute the holding of an
office, and nenbers of the committee shall not be required to take and
file oaths of office before serving on the conmmittee. The committee
shall not have the right to exercise any portion of the sovereign powers
of the state.

7. No nenber of the conmmttee shall be disqualified from holding any
public office or enploynent. nor shall he or she forfeit any such office
or enploynent, by reason of his or her appointnent hereunder, notwth-
standing the provisions of any general, special or local law, ordinance
or city charter.

8. For the purposes of this section, the term "veteran" neans a
person, male or fenmnle, resident of this state, who has served in the
active mlitary or naval service of the United States during a war in
which the United States engaged and who has been rel eased from such
service by any neans other than by di shonorable discharge, or who has

been furl oughed to the reserve.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




