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        AN ACT to amend the public service law, in relation to electric  service
          for  farmers;  and  providing  for  the repeal of such provisions upon
          expiration thereof

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds and declares that
     2  the  installation  of  on-site electric generation systems would address
     3  the high energy costs of farmers and would result in  the  creation  and
     4  retention  of  jobs  in  New  York  state. Barriers to such installation
     5  should be removed to encourage private investment in these  technologies
     6  and to stimulate economic growth.
     7    §  2.  Section 65 of the public service law is amended by adding a new
     8  subdivision 6-a to read as follows:
     9    6-a. Certain charges prohibited. (a) No electric corporation or  muni-
    10  cipality  owning  an electric plant useful for the distribution of elec-
    11  tricity shall impose on any customer that is  a  qualifying  farmer  any
    12  fee, penalty or charge of any kind other than its charges based upon the
    13  cost  of  services  actually provided to such customer, for electricity,
    14  transmission, distribution, metering, billing and customer services.  No
    15  electric  corporation or municipality shall implement policies or proce-
    16  dures that would prevent qualifying farmers from installing and  operat-
    17  ing on-site generation equipment and related technology.
    18    (b) For the purpose of this subdivision:
    19    (i)  "Farmer"  means  a  person  whose  federal gross income from farm
    20  production for the previous taxable  year  was  at  least  ten  thousand
    21  dollars.
    22    (ii) "Qualifying farmer" means a farmer that installs an on-site elec-
    23  tric  generation  system  to provide electric service to a farm (whether
    24  the farmer continues to maintain access to transmission and distribution
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     1  services or voluntarily disconnects access to transmission and  distrib-
     2  ution  services)  and  files  a  notification  thereof with the electric
     3  corporation or municipality, with a copy to the department, prior to the
     4  cut-off date.
     5    (iii)  "Cut-off  date"  for each service territory means the date when
     6  the electric corporation or municipality serving such service  territory
     7  shall  have received notifications from qualifying farmers such that the
     8  sum of the rated generating capacity shown on such  notifications  shall
     9  equal  or  exceed  one-tenth of one percent of its total electric demand
    10  for the year nineteen hundred ninety-eight, as determined by the depart-
    11  ment, or September first, two thousand twenty, whichever occurs first.
    12    § 3. Subdivision 28 of section 66 of the public service law, as  added
    13  by chapter 82 of the laws of 1998, is amended to read as follows:
    14    28.  No  revenues  foregone by an electric corporation, as a result of
    15  subjecting certain veterans' organizations [ ]   rates  or  chargeswith to
    16  applicable to domestic consumers pursuant to section seventy-six of this
    17  article  or  as a result of prohibiting certain charges related to elec-
    18  tric service provided  to  farmers  pursuant  to  subdivision  six-a  of
    19  , shall be recovered from the custom-section  sixty-five of this article
    20  ers of such corporation.
    21    § 4. This act shall take effect immediately and shall be deemed to  be
    22  repealed September 1, 2022, except that the provisions of this act shall
    23  continue  to  apply  to a customer who is a qualifying farmer as long as
    24  such on-site electric generation system remains in use.


