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AN ACT to amend the al coholic beverage control |aw and the vehicle and
traffic law, in relation to authorizing courts to suspend a driver's
license where the holder fails to appear before the court, pay a fine,
complete an alcohol awareness program or conplete conmunity service
within the period of tine established by such court

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 65-c of the al coholic beverage
control law, as anmended by chapter 137 of the laws of 2001, is anended
to read as foll ows:

3. Any person who unlawfully possesses an al coholic beverage with
intent to consume nmay be summoned before and exam ned by a court having
jurisdiction of that charge; provided, however, that nothing contained
herein shall authorize, or be construed to authorize, a peace officer as
defined in subdivision thirty-three of section 1.20 of the crimnal
procedure |aw or a police officer as defined in subdivision thirty-four
of section 1.20 of such law to arrest a person who unlawfully possesses
an al coholic beverage with intent to consune. If a determ nation is nade
sustaining such charge the court nmay inpose a fine not exceeding fifty
dol l ars and/or conpletion of an alcohol awareness program established
pursuant to section 19.25 of the nental hygi ene | aw and/ or an appropri-
ate amount of community service not to exceed thirty hours. |In addition
to any fine, alcohol awareness program and/or conmunity service inposed
by the court pursuant to this section, the court nmay suspend the driv-
er's license of any person who fails to appear before the court, pay a
fine, conplete an alcohol awareness program or conplete comunity
service pursuant to this section within the period of time established
by such court. Such suspension shall be made upon notice to such person
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and shall remain in effect until such person appears in court, such fine
has been paid or such program or conmunity service has been conpleted to
the satisfaction of the court.

8 2. Paragraph k of subdivision 3 of section 510 of the vehicle and
traffic law, as anended by chapter 124 of the laws of 1992, is anended
and a new paragraph | is added to read as foll ows:

k. for a period of up to ninety days because of the conviction of the
hol der of the offenses of nenacing as defined in section 120.15 of the
penal law, where such offense was committed against a traffic enforce-
ment agent enployed by the city of New York or the city of Buffalo while
such agent was enforcing or attenpting to enforce the traffic regu-
| ations of such city[-].

|. for failing to appear before the court or pay a fine or to conplete
an_alcohol awareness programor conplete community service inposed by
the court pursuant to subdivision three of section sixty-five-c of the
al coholic beverage control [|aw

8§ 3. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 4-a of section 510 of the vehicle
and traffic law, as added by section 10 of part J of chapter 62 of the
| aws of 2003, is anmended to read as follows:

(a) Upon receipt of a court notification of the failure of a person to
appear wthin sixty days of the return date or new subsequent adjourned
date, pursuant to an appearance ticket <charging said person wth a
viol ation of any of the provisions of this chapter (except one for park-
ing, stopping, or standing), of any violation of the tax |aw or of
subdivision three of section sixty-five-c of the alcoholic beverage
control law or of the transportation law regulating traffic or of any
| awf ul ordi nance or regulation made by a local or public authority,
relating to traffic (except one for parking, stopping, or standing) or
the failure to pay a fine inposed by a court the comni ssioner or his or
her agent may suspend the driver's license or privileges of such person
pendi ng recei pt of notice fromthe court that such person has appeared
in response to such appearance ticket or has paid such fine. Such
suspensi on shall take effect no less than thirty days fromthe day upon
which notice thereof is sent by the conm ssioner to the person whose
driver's license or privileges are to be suspended. Any suspension
i ssued pursuant to this paragraph shall be subject to the provisions of
paragraph (j-1) of subdivision two of section five hundred three of this
[ chapter] title.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




