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        AN ACT to amend the workers' compensation law, in relation to  providing
          for  the  implementation  of  domestic violence employee awareness and
          assistance policies by employers and providing a  disability  benefits
          insurance premium credit for the implementation thereof

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The workers' compensation law is amended by  adding  a  new
     2  section 210-a to read as follows:
     3    §  210-a.  Domestic violence employee awareness and assistance policy;
     4  certification of domestic  violence  workplace  policy  specialists.  1.
     5  Employers  insured  through  the  state  fund  or any other insurer that
     6  issues policies providing disability benefits pursuant to this  article,
     7  shall  be  eligible for a credit in disability benefits premiums if they
     8  implement a domestic violence employee awareness and  assistance  policy
     9  that  has  been established by the office for the prevention of domestic
    10  violence, recommended by a domestic violence workplace policy specialist
    11  and certified by the domestic violence  workplace  policy  panel  estab-
    12  lished pursuant to this section. The credit, which shall be five percent
    13  of the disability benefits insurance premium for the implementation of a
    14  domestic  violence  employee  awareness  and assistance policy, shall be
    15  provided to the employer at the end of the policy year. The credit shall
    16  be available for two consecutive years,  provided  that  such  a  policy
    17  shall have been implemented for a minimum of six months during the first
    18  year for which the credit is sought, and that the policy shall have been
    19  implemented  for  a  full twelve months during the second year for which
    20  the credit is sought.
    21    2. A self-insured employer shall be eligible for a  reduction  in  the
    22  security  deposit  provided  for  in  subdivision  three  of section two
    23  hundred eleven of this article if such employer has implemented a domes-
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     1  tic violence employee awareness and  assistance  policy  that  has  been
     2  established  by  the  office  for  the  prevention of domestic violence,
     3  recommended by a  domestic  violence  workplace  policy  specialist  and
     4  certified  by  the  domestic violence workplace policy panel established
     5  pursuant to this section. The amount of the reduction  in  the  required
     6  security deposit shall be no greater than five percent for the implemen-
     7  tation  of a domestic violence employee awareness and assistance policy,
     8  or such amount as determined by the chair of the board  to be  necessary
     9  to  assure  that  the deposit remain sufficient to secure the employer's
    10  liability to pay the benefits required by this  article.  The  reduction
    11  shall  be available for two consecutive years, provided that such policy
    12  shall have been implemented for a minimum of six months during the first
    13  year for which the reduction is sought, and that such policy shall  have
    14  been  implemented  for a minimum of six months during the first year for
    15  which the reduction is sought, and that  such  policy  shall  have  been
    16  implemented  for  a  full twelve months during the second year for which
    17  the reduction is sought.
    18    3. a. There is hereby established a domestic violence workplace policy
    19  panel which shall have the responsibility to:  (i)  receive  and  review
    20  applications  from  applicants  for  certification  as domestic violence
    21  workplace policy specialists, (ii) certify persons as domestic  violence
    22  workplace policy specialists, and (iii) revoke certification of domestic
    23  violence workplace policy specialists for just cause.
    24    b.  The domestic violence workplace policy panel shall consist of five
    25  voting members as follows: the superintendent of insurance, the chair of
    26  the board, the executive director of the office for  the  prevention  of
    27  domestic  violence, or their designees, and two members appointed by the
    28  governor. The members appointed by the governor shall be as follows: one
    29  shall be a representative of the business community appointed  upon  the
    30  recommendation  of  the Business Council of New York State, Incorporated
    31  and one shall be a representative of organized labor upon the  recommen-
    32  dation  of the state American Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial
    33  Organizations. Such appointed members shall serve until their successors
    34  are appointed by the governor. The commissioner of labor, or his or  her
    35  designee, shall serve as an ex-officio non-voting member of the domestic
    36  violence workplace policy panel.
    37    c.  The  domestic  violence workplace policy panel shall meet at least
    38  quarterly. The executive director of the office for  the  prevention  of
    39  domestic violence shall serve as chair of the panel. The members of such
    40  panel  shall  serve  without  compensation,  except  that  they shall be
    41  allowed their actual and necessary expenses incurred in the  performance
    42  of their duties pursuant to this section.
    43    4.  The  board  shall monitor all domestic violence employee awareness
    44  and assistance policies  implemented  by  employers.  As  part  of  this
    45  responsibility, the board shall ensure that employee representatives are
    46  involved  in  the  development  of  such  policies  through meetings and
    47  discussions with the respective certified  domestic  violence  workplace
    48  policy specialists.
    49    5.  After  consultation  with  the  domestic violence workplace policy
    50  panel, the commissioner of labor shall promulgate rules and  regulations
    51  for the certification of domestic violence workplace policy specialists.
    52  Such  rules  and  regulations  shall include provisions that outline the
    53  minimum qualification for domestic violence  workplace  policy  special-
    54  ists,  procedures for certification, causes for revocation or suspension
    55  of certification and  appropriate  administrative  and  judicial  review
    56  procedures,  violations  and  penalties  for  misuse of certification by
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     1  certified domestic violence workplace policy specialists, and  fees  for
     2  certificates and certificate renewals.
     3    §  2. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
     4  ing the date on which it shall have become a law, except  that  subdivi-
     5  sions  3  and  5  of  section 210-a of the workers' compensation law, as
     6  added by section one of this act, shall take effect immediately.


