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        AN ACT to amend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to defining
          appropriate shelter for dogs restrained outdoors

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  Subdivision  3  of  section  353-b of the agriculture and
     2  markets law, as added by chapter 594 of the laws of 2003, is amended  to
     3  read as follows:
     4    3. Minimum standards for determining whether shelter is appropriate to
     5  a dog's breed, physical condition and the climate shall include:
     6    (a)  For  dogs  that  are  restrained in any manner outdoors, shade by
     7  natural or artificial means to protect the dog from direct  sunlight  at
     8  all  times when exposure to sunlight is likely to threaten the health of
     9  the dog. Such shade shall be freely and easily accessible  to  the  dog.
    10  The  source  of  the shade shall be large enough to cast a shadow suffi-
    11  cient to shade the dog's entire body. If multiple dogs are restrained in
    12  a common area, the source of the shade shall be large enough to  cast  a
    13  shadow sufficient to shade the bodies of all dogs occupying the area.
    14    (b)  For all dogs that are left outdoors in inclement weather, a hous-
    15  ing facility, which must: (1) have  a waterproof roof  : (A) which  covers
    16  all  of  the housing facility or an area of the facility large enough to
    17  completely shelter the dog;  (B)  a  predominant  amount  of  the  floor
    18  constructed  of a solid material or materials, including but not limited
    19  to, wood, solid stone, concrete or carpet over wood, concrete  or  solid
    20  stone,  but  excluding sections of metal cages, which amount shall, at a
    21  minimum, be of an area equal to the area occupied by the dog when it  is
    22  lying  down  with its limbs fully extended; and (C) four enclosed sides,
    23  one of which includes an appropriately-sized entrance with a correspond-
    24  ;  (2)  be  structurally  sound  withingly-sized flap to serve as a door
    25  insulation  appropriate  to  local climatic conditions and sufficient to
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     1  protect the dog from inclement weather; (3) be constructed to allow each
     2  dog adequate freedom of movement to  make normal postural  adjust-freely
     3  ments,  including the ability to stand up, turn around and lie down with
     4  its  limbs outstretched; [ ] (4) allow for effective removal of excre-and
     5  tions, other waste material; dirt and trash; (5) be  of  an  appropriate
     6  size  in  proportion  to the size of the dog and in consideration of the
     7  dog's physical condition to  permit  the  build-up  within  the  housing
     8  facility  of  the  dog's  radiant  body heat in cold weather; and (6) be
     9  . The housing  facility  and  thefreely and easily accessible to the dog
    10  area immediately surrounding it shall be regularly cleaned to maintain a
    11  healthy  and  sanitary  environment  and  to minimize health hazards. If
    12  multiple dogs are restrained in a common area, a separate housing facil-
    13  ity shall be provided for each dog or a single  housing  facility  large
    14  enough to shelter all of the dogs simultaneously shall be provided.
    15    § 2. Subdivision 6 of section 353-b of the agriculture and markets law
    16  is  renumbered subdivision 7 and a new subdivision 6 is added to read as
    17  follows:
    18    6. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a  dog  shall
    19  not  be  left  outdoors if the shelter described in subdivision three of
    20  this section is not sufficient to protect the dog from  imminent  danger
    21  of  death  or serious physical injury due to extreme temperatures, given
    22  the dog's physical condition, without ready access to, and  the  ability
    23  to  enter  a  building including but not limited to a residential house,
    24  apartment building, office building or other place of  business  of  its
    25  owner or of the person who has custody or control of the dog.
    26    § 3. This act shall take effect immediately.


