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RAMOS, RICHARDSON -- read once and referred to the Comrittee on
El ecti on Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to enacting the young
adult voter registration act

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Ilegislature hereby finds and
declares that voting is a central tenet of denocracy. The vitality of
the denocratic process depends on voter participation in elections. Yet,
far too few New Yorkers vote in local, state or national elections, and
voter participation has been declining. The |legislature finds that
affirmati ve steps are necessary to encourage and i ncrease voter partic-
ipation in all elections.

The legislature further finds that this decline and | ack of partic-
ipation is due, in part, to the fact that voters find it difficult to
register to vote. Although state | aw provi des nmechanisns for distribut-
ing voter registration forns by state agencies as part of agency-based
voter registration progranms, the departnent of education does not
participate in such prograns. The legislature finds that the departnent
of education is uniquely positioned in the state to enhance the partic-
i pati on of young people in the denocratic process by distributing voter
registration forns to potential young voters.

8§ 2. This act shall be known and nmay be cited as the "young adult
voter registration act".

8§ 3. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 5-231 to read
as follows:

§ 5-231. Young adult voter registration. 1. Registration of voters.
Each public or private high school within the state shall nake avail abl e
during the school vyear to all students such materials as may be
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publ i shed by the board of elections relating to voter registration and,
where appropriate, shall provide applications for registration and
enrollnment, and may assist in the execution of such applications.

2. Registration of graduating seniors. The departnent of education
shall provide a postage paid voter registration formto each graduating
student who receives a high school diploma, including but not limted to
a regents, local. general equivalency or individualized education
program di pl oma, or to any student who requests one.

3. Forns to be available at school. The departnent of education shal
ensure that postage paid voter registration forns are available in the
nain or central office of each high school under the jurisdiction of the
departnent for students who wish to obtain one. The departnent shal
also ensure that each such high school provides adequate notice to its
students of the availability of such forne in its mmin or centra
office.

4, Sufficient quantity of fornms. The departnent shall request fromthe
board of elections a sufficient quantity of voter registration forns to
neet the requirenents of this section.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




