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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 27, 2017

Introduced by M of A ORTIZ, JENNE, BARRETT, CRESPO, DenDEKKER, OTIS,
SKOUFI' S, MALLIOTAKIS -- Miulti-Sponsored by -- M of A HEVESI -- read
once and referred to the Conmttee on Veterans' Affairs -- conmmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to establishing a
peer support program for veterans

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |law is amended by adding a new section
7.42 to read as foll ows:
8§ 7.42 Peer support programfor veterans.

(a) For the purpose of this section the term "peer support services"
shall nean any service designated by the office used in the treatnent

and recovery of nental illness, alcohol abuse, substance abuse, and/or
chem cal dependence that is delivered by a certified peer counselor; and
the term"certified peer counselor" shall nean an individual wth

per sonal experience as a nental health recipient and/or an individual in
recovery from alcohol abuse, substance abuse, and/or chenical depend-
ence, who has served in the active mlitary or naval service of the
United States and has been rel eased from such service otherw se than by
di shonorabl e di scharge and as docunented by his or her discharge papers
or who has been furloughed to the reserve conponents of the arned forces
of the United States who has training. credentials or experience recog-
nized by the office.

(b) Notwi thstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, the
commi ssioner, in conjunction wth the conni ssioner of alcoholismand
subst ance abuse services, and the state director of the division of
veterans' affairs shall develop and establish a mninumof two regional
peer support services prograns for veterans. One regional peer support
services program shall be located within the city of New York and one

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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regional peer support services programshall be located in upstate New
York outside of the city of New York or lLong Island. Services provided
by the peer support services programshall include, but not be linmted
to. peer counseling for nental illness including post-traunmatic stress
di sorder. al cohol and substance abuse counseling., information on access
to services, famly support services, and where applicable, specialized
services for fennl e veterans.

(c) The conmmissioner, in conjunction wth the commissioner of the
office of alcoholismand substance abuse services and the state director
of the division of veterans' affairs shall foster prograns for the
training and devel opnent of persons capable of providing the services
set forth in this section, including, but not limted to, a process of
issuing., either directly or through contract. credentials for certified
peer counselors in accordance with the foll ow ng:

1. The office shall establish mninumaqualifications for certified
peer counselors in all phases of delivery of services to veterans who
are suffering from any or a conbination of the foll ow ng: nent a
illness, alcohol abuse, substance abuse, and/or cheni cal dependence that
shall include, but not be linmted to, conpletion of approved courses of
study or equivalent on-the-job experience in nental health counseling
and/ or al coholism and substance abuse counseling; and

2. The office shall establish procedures for issuing, directly or
through contract, credentials to certified peer counselors who neet
mninmum qualifications, and shall further establish procedures to
suspend, revoke, or annul such credentials for good cause.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
addition, anmendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary
for the inmplenmentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




