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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 23, 2017

Introduced by M of A PEOPLES- STOKES, BENEDETTO AUBRY, COOK, KAVANAGH
-- Miulti-Sponsored by -- M of A HOOPER PERRY, RIVERA -- read once
and referred to the Comnittee on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing a program
to enabl e over-age, under-credit youths to obtain a high school diplo-
ma or equival ent

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by adding a new article 100 to

read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 100
OVER- AGE AND UNDER- CREDI T STUDENTS
Section 4950. Llegislative intent.
4951. Over-age and under-credit student program

8 4950. legislative intent. The legislature finds that recently, nore
hi gh school students are now being "pushed-out” of their schools because
they are over-age or under-credited. According to advocates for chil-
dren, students as young as fifteen and as old as twenty, having a range
of acadenmic achievenents, were being told that they were no | onger
allowed to stay in high school because they were too old, did not have
enough credits, or were not on track to earn a diplonma in four years.
"Pushi ng-out" students is a result of schools deenming the student as
difficult to educate and nmy be a result of certain risk factors not
related to the individual student's own fault. A variety of these
factors may include but are not limted to: poor acadenic perfornmance or
attendance; drug use in the hone; single parent household; neglect and
abuse; teen parent; and no high school graduate in the hone. Parent
characteristics that also establish risk include but are not limted to:
parents speak English poorly or not at all; parental contact with the
school and honmework support at hone is linmted or non-existent; limted
or _no access to health benefits; parents are unenpl oyed, receive public
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assi stance, or are working poor; parents are eligible for but do not
access earned incone tax credits and are financially unstable.

The legislature further finds that a programis needed to be directed
at seventeen to twenty vear old over-age, under-credited high school
students allow ng such student to be "transferred" to an adult education
program instead of being considered a high school drop-out. Such a

program woul d hel p those students who are under-credited, over-aged, or

bei ng pushed-out of their school system an opportunity to continue their
education thereby giving those students accreditation and the right

tools for success in their futures. The legislature therefore estab-
lishes the over-age and under-credit student program

8 4951. Over-age and under-credit student program 1. The conmi ssi oner
is hereby directed to create and establish a programthat enables over-
age, under-credit youth in New York state to obtain a high school diplo-
ma or the equivalent and nake an effective transition to enploynent or
post secondary education or postsecondary-level training. This includes
post secondary degree credit study, advanced training, apprenticeship, or
enploynent with a career | adder.

2. Students who exit public schools without a diploma shall be trans-
ferred to appropriate programm ng for pursuit and conpletion of a gener-
al education diploma (GED).

3. The state education departnent shall recognize and allow alterna-
tive credentialing for over-age, under-credit seventeen to twenty vyear
old students. These alternative credentials shall include but are not
limted to: general education equivalency prograns, entry to enpl oynent,
entry to postsecondary vocational, training certificate prograns, work-
place training credential and acceptable scores on college entrance
exans enabling the student to enter college credit classes.

4. Such actions shall be considered under the New York state education
accountability systemas a transfer rather than a drop-out.

5. Successful conpletion of a credential identified above shall be

considered a valued outcone with credit given to |ocal school districts.
6. The conmissioner shall provide for the increased funding to cover

the costs associated with delivering a high quality CED Vocationa
program to over-age, under-credited youth between the ages of seventeen
and twenty vears old either enrolled in high school or alternative
progr amm ng.

§ 2. This act shall take effect April 1, 2017; provided, however, that
effective imediately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized and directed to be nmade and conpl eted on or
before such effective date.




