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        AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to establishing a program
          to enable over-age, under-credit youths to obtain a high school diplo-
          ma or equivalent

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The education law is amended by adding a new article 100 to
     2  read as follows:
     3                                 ARTICLE 100
     4                     OVER-AGE AND UNDER-CREDIT STUDENTS
     5  Section 4950.  Legislative intent.
     6          4951.  Over-age and under-credit student program.
     7    § 4950. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that recently,  more
     8  high school students are now being "pushed-out" of their schools because
     9  they  are  over-age  or under-credited. According to advocates for chil-
    10  dren, students as young as fifteen and as old as twenty, having a  range
    11  of  academic  achievements,  were  being  told  that they were no longer
    12  allowed to stay in high school because they were too old, did  not  have
    13  enough  credits,  or  were not on track to earn a diploma in four years.
    14  "Pushing-out" students is a result of schools  deeming  the  student  as
    15  difficult  to  educate  and  may be a result of certain risk factors not
    16  related to the individual  student's  own  fault.  A  variety  of  these
    17  factors may include but are not limited to: poor academic performance or
    18  attendance;  drug  use in the home; single parent household; neglect and
    19  abuse; teen parent; and no high school  graduate  in  the  home.  Parent
    20  characteristics that also establish risk include but are not limited to:
    21  parents  speak  English  poorly or not at all; parental contact with the
    22  school and homework support at home is limited or non-existent;  limited
    23  or  no access to health benefits; parents are unemployed, receive public
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     1  assistance, or are working poor; parents are eligible  for  but  do  not
     2  access earned income tax credits and are financially unstable.
     3    The  legislature further finds that a program is needed to be directed
     4  at seventeen to twenty year old  over-age,  under-credited  high  school
     5  students allowing such student to be "transferred" to an adult education
     6  program  instead  of  being  considered  a  high school drop-out. Such a
     7  program would help those students who are under-credited, over-aged,  or
     8  being pushed-out of their school system an opportunity to continue their
     9  education  thereby  giving  those  students  accreditation and the right
    10  tools for success in their futures.  The  legislature  therefore  estab-
    11  lishes the over-age and under-credit student program.
    12    § 4951. Over-age and under-credit student program. 1. The commissioner
    13  is  hereby directed to create and establish a program that enables over-
    14  age, under-credit youth in New York state to obtain a high school diplo-
    15  ma or the equivalent and make an effective transition to  employment  or
    16  postsecondary  education  or postsecondary-level training. This includes
    17  postsecondary degree credit study, advanced training, apprenticeship, or
    18  employment with a career ladder.
    19    2. Students who exit public schools without a diploma shall be  trans-
    20  ferred to appropriate programming for pursuit and completion of a gener-
    21  al education diploma (GED).
    22    3.  The  state education department shall recognize and allow alterna-
    23  tive credentialing for over-age, under-credit seventeen to  twenty  year
    24  old  students.  These  alternative credentials shall include but are not
    25  limited to: general education equivalency programs, entry to employment,
    26  entry to postsecondary vocational, training certificate programs,  work-
    27  place  training  credential  and  acceptable  scores on college entrance
    28  exams enabling the student to enter college credit classes.
    29    4. Such actions shall be considered under the New York state education
    30  accountability system as a transfer rather than a drop-out.
    31    5. Successful completion of a credential  identified  above  shall  be
    32  considered a valued outcome with credit given to local school districts.
    33    6.  The  commissioner shall provide for the increased funding to cover
    34  the costs associated  with  delivering  a  high  quality  GED/Vocational
    35  program  to over-age, under-credited youth between the ages of seventeen
    36  and twenty years old either  enrolled  in  high  school  or  alternative
    37  programming.
    38    § 2. This act shall take effect April 1, 2017; provided, however, that
    39  effective immediately, the addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rule
    40  or regulation necessary for the implementation of this act on its effec-
    41  tive  date  are  authorized  and directed to be made and completed on or
    42  before such effective date.


