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AN ACT to anmend the railroad law, in relation to increasing fines for
obstructed farm and hi ghway crossi ngs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 53-c of the railroad |law, as added by chapter 845
of the laws of 1972, is amended to read as foll ows:

8 53-c. ostructing farm and hi ghway crossings. 1. Any officer or
enpl oyee of a railroad corporation who shall intentionally or recklessly
obstruct, and any owner, officer or enployee of a railroad corporation
who shall intentionally or recklessly cause to be obstructed any farm or
hi ghway crossing w th any |oconotive, train or car for a |onger period
than five consecutive mnutes is guilty of a violation which shall be

punishable by a fine of not nore than [ere—hundred] five thousand
dollars or inprisonment for not nore than fifteen days or by both such
fine and inprisonnent for the first instance, a fine of not nore than
twenty-five thousand dollars or inprisonnent for not nore than fifteen
days or by both such fine and inprisonnent for the second instance, or a
fine of not nore than seventy-five thousand dollars or inprisonnent for
not nore than fifteen days or by both such fine and inprisonnent for the
third i nstance. Such fines shall be borne by the owner of the railroad
corporation found in violation of this section. Not wi t hst andi ng t he
foregoi ng provisions of this section or any local ordinance to the
contrary, no owner, officer or enployee of a railroad corporation who
obstructs, or causes to be obstructed, any farm or highway crossing
shall be subject to any civil, crinmnal or other penalty where such
person has no control over the situation causing the obstruction or
where the |oconotive, train or car cannot be noved w t hout endangering
the safety of the passengers, the public or freight.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. For

2

pur poses of this section "highway" shall nean the entire w dth

bet ween

t he

boundary

lines of every way publicly nmintained when any

part thereof

is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicul ar

travel.
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act shal

have becone a | aw.

take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal



