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Introduced by M of A SKARTADOS, PALUMBO -- read once and referred to
the Commttee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend the general obligations law, in relation to liability of
owners for dog bites

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as "Frankie
Flora's Law'.

8 2. The general obligations |law is anended by adding a new section
11-108 to read as foll ows:

8§ 11-108. Liability of owner of dog; injury to individuals and conpan-
ion aninmls; exceptions. 1. Notw thstanding any other provision of |aw,
the owner of a dog shall be strictly liable for nedical costs resulting
froman individual or conpanion aninmal being bitten by such owner's dog.
In order to receive any conpensation above and beyond nedical costs
under the provisions of this section, the victimunust prove the dog had
dangerous or vicious propensities and the owner had know edge of such
propensities.

2. Nothing in this section shall authorize the bringing of an action
pursuant to subdivision one of this section against any person, govern-
nental entity or instrunentality using a police work dog, hearing dog or
service dog for its intended purpose if the bite or bites occurred while
the dog was defending itself froman annoying, harassing or provoking
act, or assisting an enployee of the entity or locality in the perform
ance of their official duties.

3. This section shall not be deened to |limt or inpair any cause of
action authorized pursuant to any other provision of law available to a
person or conpanion animal injured as a result of a dog bite or bites.
The provisions of this section shall be in addition to any other statu-
tory renedies.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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4. For purposes of this section, the term "conpanion aninmal" shall
have the sane neaning as set forth in subdivision five of section three
hundred fifty of the agriculture and nmarkets | aw.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




