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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 20, 2017

Introduced by M of A PAULIN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on | nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to requiring certain
group health insurance policies to provide coverage for hearing aids

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 3221 of the insurance law is anmended by adding a
new subsection (t) to read as follows:

(t) (1) Every group health insurance policy offered in the |large group
nmarket that is issued, anended, or renewed in this state shall provide
coverage for nedically necessary hearing aids purchased froma hearing
aid dispenser registered under article thirty-seven-A of the genera
business law or an audiologist licensed under article one hundred
fifty-nine of the education lawin the follow ng manner:

(A) For an insured person sixteen years of age or older, such insured
person shall be entitled to reinbursenment of up to three thousand
dollars every thirty-six nonths for expenses related to the purchase of
up to two hearing aids.

(B) For an insured person who is |less than sixteen years of age, such
insured person shall be entitled to reinbursenent of up to two thousand
dollars every twenty-four nonths for expenses related to the purchase of
up to two hearing aids, when it is nedically denponstrated that:

(i) the hearing of the insured person under the age of sixteen has
changed significantly within a two-year period; and

(ii) the existing hearing aid will no |longer correct the hearing of
the insured person under the age of sixteen; such person shall be enti-
tled to reinbursenent for additional hearing aid expenses.

(2) (A) For the purposes of this subsection, "hearing aid" shall nean
any wearable instrunent or device designed for hearing and any parts,
attachnents or accessories but excluding batteries and cords or accesso-
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ries thereto. A reqgistered hearing aid dispenser or |icensed audi ol ogi st
shall deternmine the type of device needed to correct the hearing |oss.

(B) For the purposes of this section, services for recasing, reshell-
ing and acquiring new nolds shall be included as part of the policies.

(3) The insured person may choose a hearing aid exceeding the anobunt
of coverage required by this section and shall be liable for the differ-
ence in cost. Reinbursenent shall be provided according to the respec-
tive principles and policies of the health insurance plan and may
include such policy provisions as deductibles, coinsurance, allowable
charge lintations, and coordination of benefits.

§ 2. Section 4305 of the insurance lawis anended by adding a new
subsection (n) to read as foll ows:

(n) (1) A group contract issued, anmended. or renewed pursuant to this
section offered in the large group market shall provide coverage for
nedically necessary hearing aids purchased froma hearing aid dispenser
regi stered under article thirty-seven-A of the general business law or
an audiologist licensed under article one hundred fifty-nine of the
education law in the follow ng nmanner:

(A) For an insured person sixteen years of age or older, such insured
person shall be entitled to reinbursenent of up to three thousand
dollars every thirty-six nonths for expenses related to the purchase of
up to two hearing aids.

(B) For an insured person who is less than sixteen years of age. such
insured person shall be entitled to reinbursenent of up to two thousand
dollars every twenty-four nonths for expenses related to the purchase of
up to two hearing aids, when it is nedically denpnstrated that:

(i) the hearing of the insured person under the age of sixteen has
changed significantly within a two-year period; and

(ii) the existing hearing aid will no |longer correct the hearing of
the insured person under the age of sixteen; such person shall be enti-
tled to reinbursenent for additional hearing aid expenses.

(2)(A) For the purposes of this subsection, "hearing aid" shall nean
any wearable instrunent or device designed for hearing and any parts,
attachnents or accessories but excluding batteries and cords or accesso-
ries thereto. A reqgistered hearing aid dispenser or |icensed audi ol ogi st
shall determine the type of device needed to correct the hearing |oss.

(B) For the purposes of this section, services for recasing, reshell-
ing and acquiring new nolds shall be included as part of the policies.

(3) The insured person nmay choose a hearing aid exceeding the amount
of coverage required by this section and shall be liable for the differ-
ence in cost. Reinbursenent shall be provided according to the respec-
tive principles and policies of the health insurance plan and nmay
include such policy provisions as deductibles, coinsurance, allowable
charge linmtations, and coordination of benefits.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw and shall apply according to its terns to all poli-
cies, contracts and certificates issued, renewed, nodified, altered or
anended on or after such date.




