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        AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to the  consolidation  of
          school districts

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The education law is amended by adding a new section 1509-a
     2  to read as follows:
     3    § 1509-a. School district consolidation. 1. The department  is  hereby
     4  authorized  and directed to conduct a study to identify school districts
     5  within the state that may benefit from consolidation with  one  or  more
     6  school  district.  The  study  shall be limited in scope to include each
     7  school district within the state with one thousand students or less  and
     8  any  school  district  that either: (1) shares a common border with such
     9  district; or (2) has an existing contract to educate some or all of  the
    10  students  of such district with one thousand students or less.  Criteria
    11  used to determine which school districts shall be considered for consol-
    12  idation shall be determined by  the  department.  The  department  shall
    13  issue  a  report based on the findings of such study which shall clearly
    14  identify the school districts that the department recommends for consol-
    15  idation.
    16    2. The report issued pursuant to subdivision one of this section shall
    17  be completed within six months after the effective date of this section.
    18  Such report shall be made available for review by the public  and  shall
    19  be posted on the department's internet web page.
    20    3. Each proposed consolidation identified in the report recommended by
    21  the department shall be the subject of public hearings in a manner to be
    22  determined  by  the  department.  A hearing shall be held in each school
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     1  district which is proposed to be part of a consolidation. Within  thirty
     2  days  after the completion of such public hearings, the department shall
     3  publish a final list of school districts that the department  recommends
     4  for  consolidation.  Such list shall be made available for review by the
     5  public and shall be posted on the department's internet web page.
     6    4. Each school district identified in the list  directed  to  be  made
     7  pursuant  to subdivision three of this section shall establish a citizen
     8  advisory committee. The membership of each  citizen  advisory  committee
     9  shall be established in a manner to be determined by the department.
    10    5. The department is hereby authorized and directed to conduct a study
    11  for each proposed consolidation set forth in the list pursuant to subdi-
    12  vision  three of this section on the feasibility of the consolidation of
    13  such districts. Each feasibility study shall be conducted in conjunction
    14  and cooperation with the local citizen advisory committee.  The  depart-
    15  ment shall issue a report for each school district based on the findings
    16  of  each such feasibility study within ninety days after the publication
    17  of the list prepared pursuant to subdivision three of this section. Each
    18  report shall be made available for review by the community in which such
    19  school district is located and  shall  be  posted  on  the  department's
    20  internet web page.
    21    6.  Upon  completion of each feasibility study authorized and directed
    22  to be made pursuant to subdivision five of  this  section,  each  school
    23  district  shall  conduct public hearings in a manner to be determined by
    24  the department. Upon the completion of such  public  hearings  a  public
    25  referendum  to approve or disapprove such consolidation shall be submit-
    26  ted  to  the  eligible  voters  residing  in  the  consolidating  school
    27  districts.  A majority vote of each school district proposed for consol-
    28  idation shall be required to effectuate the proposed consolidation.
    29    7.  Notwithstanding  any  other provision of law, each school district
    30  consolidated pursuant to this section shall receive  an  additional  ten
    31  percent of state aid for twenty years following such consolidation. Such
    32  additional  state  aid  shall  be calculated using the highest state aid
    33  ratio of the consolidating school districts.
    34    8. Additional state aid granted pursuant to subdivision seven of  this
    35  section  shall  be  used  solely  for the costs of the consolidation and
    36  reorganization of such district, to improve  the  quality  of  education
    37  within  the  consolidated  school  district  or to reduce taxes. No such
    38  additional state aid shall be used to increase salaries or  benefits  of
    39  school district administrators, teachers and staff.
    40    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately.


