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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 17, 2017

Introduced by M of A SCH MM NGER, TITUS, COXX -- Milti-Sponsored by --
M of A GALEF, LAVINE, PEOPLES-STCOKES -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Governnental Enpl oyees

AN ACT in relation to creating the public enployees' fair enploynent act
st udy conmi ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The | egislature hereby finds that the
public enployees' fair enploynent act, as provided in article 14 of the
civil service law, becane effective in Septenber of 1967 and has been in
effect for over 40 years. Representatives of both public enployees and
enpl oyers have rai sed questions about the current |aw causing the |egis-
lature to query whether the law, as currently enacted, effectively
addresses | abor relations between public enployers and public enpl oyees.
The legislature, therefore, deens it appropriate to review and study the
provisions of the act and if necessary, make reconmendations as to
anendments that wll inprove relations between public enployers and
enpl oyees, while better protecting the interests of public enployees,
the state, public enployers and the residents of New York state.

8§ 2. The public enployees' fair enploynent act study conm ssion. 1
There is hereby established a conmission to be known as the "public
enpl oyees' fair enploynent act study conmi ssion"” (hereinafter referred
toin this section as the "conmi ssion"). The comn ssion shall

(a) be conposed of 13 nmenbers appointed in accordance w th subdivision
2 of this section; and

(b) conduct its business in accordance with the provisions of this
secti on.

2. The nenbers shall be appointed for the |life of the conmm ssion as
fol | ows:

(a) 2 shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the senate;

(b) 1 shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate;
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(c) 2 shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(d) 1 shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the assenmbly; and

(e) 7 shall be appointed by the governor.

3. The nenbers of the conmission shall be individuals who have know
| edge or expertise, whether by experience or training, in matters to be
studied by the conmi ssion under subdivision eight of this section. The
menbers shall be fromthe public sector, who may include federal, state,
or local officers or enployees, nmenbers of academ a, nonprofit organiza-
tions, or other interested individuals.

4. The tenporary president of the senate, the mnority | eader of the
senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the ninority | eader of the assenbly
and the governor shall consult anmpong thensel ves prior to the appoi ntnent
of the nenbers of the commission in order to achieve, to the naxi num
extent possible, fair and equitable representati on of various points of
view with respect to the matters to be studied by the comm ssion under
subdivision 8 of this section. After such consultation each shall nake
his or her respective appointment not I|ater than 45 days after the
effective date of this section. Any vacancy that occurs during the life
of the commission shall not affect the powers of the comm ssion and
shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment not |ater
than 45 days after the vacancy occurs.

5. The initial neeting of the conmmi ssion shall be conducted not |ater
than 30 days after the appointrment of the |ast nenber of the comm ssion
The first act of the conmmi ssion shall be to select by consensus a chair-
per son.

6. A mgjority of the nenbers shall constitute a quorumto conduct
busi ness, but the comm ssion may establish a | esser quorumfor conduct-
ing hearings schedul ed by the comm ssion. Each nenber shall have 1 vote
and the vote of each nenber shall be accorded the sanme weight. The
comm ssion may establish, by majority vote, any other rules for the
conduct of the commission's business, insofar as such rules are not
i nconsistent with this section or other applicable | aw

7. 1t is the duty of the comm ssion to hold hearings across the state
and conduct a conprehensive study of the practical application of arti-
cle 14 of the civil service law, together with [ aws associated with the
article, including but not limted to section 751 of the judiciary |aw
and section 93-b of the general nunicipal |aw

(a) The matters studied by the comm ssion under this subdivision shal
i nclude, but not be linted to:

(1) the historic, economc, and social changes in the context of the
practical application of the existing |aw,

(2) the interests of public enployees and public enployers under the
existing law, and

(3) the nature and source of the recomendati ons for change between
public enpl oyees and public enpl oyers.

(b) Not later than 1 year after the date on which the conmm ssion first
nmeets, the comm ssion shall submt to the governor, the senate, the
assenbly, the conptroller and the attorney general a conprehensive
report on the conmi ssion's findings and concl usi ons.

(c) Not later than 3 nonths after the subm ssion of the report under
paragraph (b) of this subdivision, the comi ssion shall issue proposed
changes to state laws and regul ations to inprove |abor rel ati ons between
public enpl oyees and public enpl oyers.

8. The conmi ssion shall have the power to hold hearings, at such sites
and to act at such tines and places, to take such testinony, and to
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receive such evidence as the conm ssion considers advisable to carrying
out its duties under this subdivision.

9. The nmenbers of the commission shall be allowed travel expenses at
rates authorized for enployees of state agencies while away from their
homes or regular places of business in the performance of service for
t he conmmi ssi on.

10. The commission shall termnate 60 days after the comission
submts the report required under subdivision seven of this section

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.



