O©CoOO~NOUIA~AWNPE

STATE OF NEW YORK

1936

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 17, 2017

Introduced by M of A JOYNER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Judiciary

AN ACT to amend the judiciary law, in relation to requiring the office
of court administration to collect and mintain data on Ilimted
English proficient litigants in the state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The judiciary law is anmended by adding a new section 391 to
read as foll ows:

8§ 391. Limted English proficient litigants data. 1. For the purposes
of this section, the following ternms shall have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "language assistance services" nmeans interpretation services
and/or translation services provided by interpreter personnel to a
limted English proficient individual in his or her prinary |anguage to
ensure such individual's ability to comunicate effectively wth a
court, court personnel and other parties;

(b) "limted English proficient individual" neans an individual who
identifies as being, or is evidently, unable to communicate neaningfully
with a court, court personnel and other parties because English is not
his or her prinmary | anguage;

(c) "primary |language" neans the |anguage in which a linited English
proficient individual chooses to conmmunicate with others; and

(d) "translation services" neans oral explanation or witten trans-
lation of docunents.

2. The office of court administration shall collect and maintain data
on all limted English proficient individuals who are litigants in
courts within this state. At a mninum the office of court admnis-
tration shall collect and maintain data on the foll ow ng:

(a) the nunber of limted English proficient individuals who are |iti-
gants in courts within this state, disaggregated by court and county,
and the primary | anguage of such individuals;
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(b) the nunber of such limted English proficient individuals actually
served, disaggregated by court and county, the type of |anguage assi st-
ance services provided and the primary |anguage of the individual
served; and

(c) the nunber of interpreter personnel enployed by the courts, disag-
gregated by court and county and the | anguage translated or interpreted
by such personnel.

3. The office of court adnmnistration shall make the data required by
this section publicly available on its website.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i mediate-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
authorized and directed to be nmade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.




