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STATE OF NEW YORK

155

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

(Prefil ed)
January 4, 2017

Introduced by M of A CAHLL -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A COLTCN,
DINOW TZ, FINCH -- read once and referred to the Conmittee on Govern-
mental Operations

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to establishing a New
York state | egislative research service

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The legislative |law is anended by adding a new section 7-h
to read as foll ows:

8 7-h. legislative research service. 1. There shall hereby be estab-
lished a New York state leqgislative research service. It shall be the
duty of the legislative research service, without partisan bias to:

(a) upon request, advise and assist any conmittee of the legislature
in the analysis., appraisal, and evaluation of legislative proposals
within such conmmittee's jurisdiction, or of any recommendations submt-
ted to the legislature by the governor or any executive agency, so as to
assist the commttee in

(i) determining the advisability of enacting such proposals;

(ii) estimating the probable results of such proposals and alterna-
tives thereto; and

(iii) evaluating alternative nethods for acconplishing those results:;
and, by providing such other research and analytical services as the
conm ttee considers appropriate for these purposes, otherwise to assist
in furnishing a basis for the proper evaluation and determ nation of
|l egislative proposals and recomendations generally; and in the perform
ance of this duty the service shall have authority, when so authorized
by a conmittee and acting as the agent of that commttee, to request of
any departnment or agency of the state the production of such books,
records, correspondence, nenoranda, papers and docunents as the service
consi ders necessary, and such departnent or agency of the state shal

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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conply with such request; and further in the performance of this and any
other relevant duty, the service shall maintain continuous liaison with
all commttees;

(b) nmake available to each committee of the legislature at the opening
of a new session., alist of prograns and activities under existing |aw
scheduled to termnate during the current session. which are within the
jurisdiction of the committee;

(c) to make available to each committee of the legislature at the
opening of a new session, a list of subjects and policy areas which the
conmttee mght profitably analyze in depth;

(d) upon request, or upon its own initiative in anticipation of
requests, prepare and provide infornmation., research, and reference mate-
rials and services to conmmttees and nenbers of the legislature to
assist themin legislative functions;

(e) upon request, or upon its own initiative in anticipation of
requests, collect, classify and analyze in the formof studies, reports,
conpilations, digests, bulletins, indexes, translations, and otherw se,
data having a bearing on legislation, and to nake such data avail able
and serviceable to cocmmittees and nmenbers of the |egislature;

(f) prepare sunmaries and digests of bills and resolutions of public,
general nature introduced in the |eqgislature;

(g) upon request nmade by any committee or nenber of the |egislature,
prepare and transmt to such commttee or nenber a concise nenobrandum
with respect to one or nore |egislative neasures upon which hearings by
any conmttee of the |legislature have been announced., which nenorandum
shall contain a statenent of the purpose and effect of each such neas-
ure, a description of other relevant neasures of sinmilar purpose or
effect previously introduced in the legislature, and a recitation of al
action taken theretofore by or within the legislature with respect to
each such other neasures; and

(h) develop and maintain an information and research capability to
include senior specialists, specialists, other enployees and consult-
ants, as necessary, to performthe functions provided for in this subdi-
Vi si on.

2. The librarian of the leqgislative library shall appoint the director
of the legislative research service. The director shall receive a salary
equal to that of a nenber of the legislature as set forth in subdivision
one of section five of this article.

3. The director is authorized to appoint in the legislative research
service, specialists and senior specialists in the follow ng broad
fields:

(a) aging;

(b) agriculture;

(c) al coholismand drug abuse;

(d) consuner affairs and protection;

(e) crine victinms and corrections;

(f) econom c devel opnent and job creation;

(g) educati on;

(h) engineering and public works;

(i) environnental conservation and sustainability;

(j) governnental operations;

(k) health;

(1) housing and conmmunity devel opnent :

(m insurance

(n) labor and enpl oynent ;

0) noney and banki ng;
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(p) science and technol ogy;

(q) social welfare;

(r) taxation and fiscal policy:;

(s) transportation;

(t) urban affairs:;

(u) veterans affairs; and

(v) such other fields., as the director may consider appropriate.

Such specialists and senior specialists, together with such other
enpl oyees of the leqgislative research service as nay be necessary, shal
be available for special work with the conmmittees and nenbers of the
legislature for the purposes stated in this section

4. The director is authorized:

(a) to classify, organize., arrange. group and divide, fromtine to
time, as the director considers advisable, the requests for advice,
assistance, and other services submitted to the legislative research
service by conmittees and nenbers of the legislature into such classes
and categories as the director considers necessary to:

(i) expedite and facilitate the handling of the individual reguests
submtted by nmenbers of the |eqgislature;

(ii) pronote efficiency in the perfornmance of services for the conmt-
tees of the legislature; and

(iii) provide a basis for the efficient performance by the legislative
research service of its legislative research and related functions
general ly;

(b) to establish and change, from tine to tine, as the director
considers advisable, within the legislative research service, such
research and reference divisions or other organizational units, or both,
as such director considers necessary to acconplish the purposes of this
section; and

(c) to procure by contract, without regard to any provision of [|aw
requiring advertising for contract bids, the tenporary (for respective

eriods not in excess of one year) or intermttent assistance of educa-
tional, research, or other organizations of experts and consultants
(including stenographic reporters) and of educational, research, and
other organizations of persons learned in particular or specialized
fields of know edge.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




