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January 11, 2017

Introduced by M of A BUCHWALD -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Election Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to watchers during
el ection

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 8-500 of the election |law, as amended by chapter 9
of the laws of 1978, subdivisions 1 and 3 as anended by chapter 373 of
the laws of 1978, and subdivision 4 as anended by chapter 254 of the
|l aws of 2014, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 8-500. Watchers; provision for. 1. At any general, special, town or
village election, any party conmittee [e+] and any independent body
whose candi dates are upon the ball ot, [and—aL—any-p#+napy—eLee%+en———an¥

i ] may have for each
el ection district three watchers at any one tine, not nore than one of
whom may be within the guard rail at any one tinme. Watchers shall be
appoi nted by the [ehai+rmanr] chair or other officer of any such party,
conm ttee or independent body [e+by—the—candi-dates].

2. At any primary election, any party conmittee, any two or nore
candi dates on the ballot and any political conmttee may have for each
election district three watchers at any one tine, not nore than one of
whom may be within the guard rail at any one tinme. Witchers shall be
appointed by the chair or other officer of any such party, conmittee or
by any two candi dates.

3. Watchers nay be present at the polling place at least fifteen
m nutes before the unlocking and exam nation of any voting machi ne or
bal |l ot box at the opening of the polls, until after the signing of the
i nspectors' returns and proclamati on of the result.

[3=] 4. The appointnment of watchers for any election shall be by a
certificate in witing issued by the [&hairran—-or—secretary—of—the—poi—
Heal—party—or—independent—bedy—orthe—— candi-dates] appoi nting

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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authority. Such certificate shall be delivered to an inspector at the
el ection district.

[4-] 5. Each watcher nust be a qualified voter of the city or county
in which he or she is to serve. No person shall be appointed or act as a
wat cher who is a candidate for any public office to be voted for by the
voters of the election district in the sane election in which the watch-
er is to serve. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed as
prohi biting any such candidate fromvisiting a polling place in such
district on an election day while the polls are open.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.



