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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 6, 2017

Introduced by Sens. BONACI C, VALESKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Comrittee on Investigations
and Governnent Operations

AN ACT to anend the legislative law, in relation to the continuity of
| egi sl ative sessions

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that while New
York and nost other states operate on two-year |egislative calendars,
only the legislature of the state of New York interrupts procedura
continuity of legislation during the two-year session. This practice
commonly requires the reconsideration and readoption of hundreds of
bills during the second year which were previously considered and
adopted during the first year. The legislature determ nes that this
practice is usually unnecessary and expends tine and taxpayer nobney
whi ch coul d be better spent addressing other inportant |egislative busi-
ness. The legislature therefore declares its intent to preserve the
procedural continuity of all bills wthin the biennial |egislative
sessi on.

8§ 2. The legislative law is anmended by adding a new section 42-a to
read as foll ows:

§ 42-a. Continuity of legislative sessions. 1. Upon passage of a bil
by one house of the legislature, such bill shall automatically be sent
to the appropriate comrittee in the other house for action on such bill
where that house may act on the bill at any tinme during the reminder of
the biennial |egislative session.

2. No bill reported by a standing conmttee of the senate or assenbly
shall be referred back to that comm ttee unless such bill shall have
been anended.

3. Every bill which shall have reached the order of third reading but
which shall not have been acted on by the house before the end of the

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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first year of the two-year legislative session shall maintain its place
on the order of third reading until the house shall act on such bill or
until the end of the two-year legislative session unless such bill shal
have been anended, in which case such bill nmay be referred back to a
standing conmmittee for reconsideration.

4, The provisions of this section shall not apply to budget bills
introduced by t he gover nor pursuant to article seven of the
constitution, bills requiring a home rule nessage fromone or nore | ocal
governnents pursuant to article nine of the constitution, concurrent
resolutions to anend the constitution pursuant to article nineteen of
the constitution or bills subject to the provisions of section fifty of
this article.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have beconme a |aw, provided, that the
senate and assenbly shall, by concurrent resolution, adopt rules neces-
sary to inplement this act within twenty days after such act shall have
becone a | aw.




