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STATE OF NEW YORK

9060

| N SENATE

June 15, 2018

Introduced by Sen. MARCELLINO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Conmttee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to continuing the New
York State Smart Scholars Early Coll ege H gh School Program and the
New York State Pathways in Technology Early College Hi gh School
Programin this state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding two new sections
6457 and 6458 to read as foll ows:

8 6457. Gant awards for New York State Smart Scholars Early Coll ege
H gh School Programs. 1. For the purposes of this section:

a. "NYS Smart Scholars Early College H gh School Progrant or "NYS
Smart Schol ars ECHS Programl’ neans a formal partnership between a schoo
district or a board of cooperative educational services and at | east one
institution of higher education, which provides eligible students
enrolled in such programwith high school courses leading to the grant-
ing of a high school diplonma, and college-level courses leading to the
granting of at least twenty-four college credits and up to a post-secon-
dary degree or diploma fromsuch partner institution or institutions of
hi gher education at no cost to the student or the student's famly. A
formal partnership may include a for-profit degree granting institution
of higher education registered with the departnent if such institution
was included in a partnership of a previously funded NYS Smart Schol ars
Early College Hi gh School Program and such partnership was approved by
the conm ssioner pursuant to a request for proposals process prior to
the effective date of this section.

b. "Approved NYS Snart Scholars Early Coll ege Hi gh School progrant
means a NYS Smart Scholars Early Coll ege Hi gh School Program and such
program was approved by the commi ssioner in accordance with the regu-
lations of the commi ssioner and any request for proposals issued under
this section.

c. "Eligible applicant” nmeans a New York state school district, a
board of cooperative educational services, or institution of higher
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education, in a partnership for the purpose of offering a NYS Smart
Scholars Early College Hi gh School Programto eligible students, any of
which may serve as the fiscal agent. The eligible applicant's partner-
ship may include one or nore school districts, a board of cooperative
educational services, or one or nore institutions of higher education
but all partnerships nmust include a school district or a board of coop-
erative educational services, and an institution of higher education.

d. "Eligible student" neans a student who is a resident of a partner-
ing school district, or a resident of a conponent district of a partner-
ing board of cooperative educational services, and is enrolled, as
defined in regulations of the conmi ssioner, in such district.

e. "Previously funded NYS Smart Scholars FEarly College High School
Programi* neans a NYS Smart Scholars Early Coll ege High School Program
that was approved by the conm ssioner in any request for proposals proc-
ess before the effective date of this section.

f. "Institution of higher education” neans a New York state public or
not-for-profit institution of higher education that has been authorized
by the New York state board of regents to award post-secondary degrees.

2. _a. For the purposes of increasing high school graduation rates for
acadenmically at-risk and/or econonmically disadvantaged students, and
increasing their participation in post-secondary education through a
network of early college high school partnerships in the state, the
conm ssioner shall., subject to an appropriation and the procedures
established in this section, allocate funds available for NYS Smart
Scholars ECHS Prograns. Funding shall first be available to previously
funded or approved NYS Smart Scholars ECHS Prograns that neet the
requirenents under paragraph b of this subdivision, and renmaining funds
shall be available for new NYS Snart Scholars ECHS Prograns.

b. Notwithstanding any other provision of l|lawto the contrary. a
previously funded NYS Smart Scholars ECHS Program or an approved NYS
Smart  Scholars ECHS Programshall continue to be eligible for funding
under this section and shall not have to conpete for funding under this
section provided that:

(i) the programhas been continuously awarded funding by the depart-
nent in accordance with all applicable |aws; and

(ii) such program denpnstrates that it continues to be a successful
NYS Smart Scholars Early College H gh School Program by neeting certain
benchmarks and programrequirenents as prescribed by the departnent
consistent with the intent and purpose of the request for proposals
process and the terns of any program agreenent under which such program
is funded. |If the program fails to neet such benchnarks and program
requirenents, it may be subject to certain corrective action as
described in regulations of the commi ssioner, which nmay include but not
be limted to establishnment of tinelines to neet program standards, a
limtation of enrollnment, termnation of the contract, closure of the
program and/or requiring a teach-out agreenent wth an approved NYS
Smart  Scholars FEarly College High School Program to describe how
students will be transferred to such program upon cl osure.

c. Any eligible applicant whose NYS Smart Scholars ECHS Program was
previously funded or approved pursuant to a request for proposals proc-
ess shall be required to conpete for funds under this section if such
applicant is proposing to offer a new NYS Snart Scholars ECHS Program
as determ ned by the conm ssioner.

3. a. Subject to an appropriation, the conmmi ssioner shall nake awards
to eligible applicants for the establishnment of new NYS Smart Schol ars

ECHS Prograns through a conpetitive request for proposals process.




O©CoOoO~NOUP~WNE

S. 9060 3

b. The comm ssioner shall prioritize eligible applicants that denon-
strate the wllingness and capacity to serve students who have been
identified as econom cally di sadvantaged and/or academically at-risk for
not successfully conpleting high school or not enrolling in or succeed-
ing in college

c. FEligible applicants shall file an application for approval by the
conm ssioner in a tinefrane and nanner prescribed by the conmi ssioner
denonstrating a need for such funding, including howthe funding would
be used and how many students would be assisted wth such funding.
Successful applicants will be funded as provided in accordance with the
request for proposals process.

4. a. Monies nade available under this section shall be spent for the
following purposes as further prescribed by the conm ssioner in regu-
| ation:

(i) to provide additional staffing for the NYS Smart Scholars ECHS
Program including a programdirector and college |iaison;

(ii) for student recruitnent activities;

(iii) to provide professional developnent to pronote the NYS Smart
Scholars ECHS Program including cross-curriculum devel opnent between
secondary and post-secondary education partners to ensure curriculum
alignnent that prepares students to succeed in college-level courses
while in high school

(iv) for workshops and pl anning neetings between partners, including
counsel ors, parents, and college faculty, to support program sustaina-
bility and build awareness in the district on the benefits of having
such prograns;

(v) for acadenmic and social support services to pronpte college read-
iness and a college-going culture;

(vi) for transportation for students to take courses and participate
in activities at the NYS Smart Scholars ECHS site and at the partner
canpus of the higher education partners; and

(vii) for tuition, books and fees; provided however that tuition
rei nbursenent shall only be allowable for non-renedial, credit-bearing
col |l ege courses.

b. No funds spent pursuant to this section shall be nmade available to
support the reqular acadenic prograns of any school district, board of
cooperative educational services or institution or institutions of high-
er education participating in this program nor shall funds be provided
for prograns which are inconpatible with the regents plan for the expan-
sion and devel opnent of higher education in this state.

8 6458. Grant awards for New York State pathways in technology early
coll ege high school prograns. 1. For the purposes of this section:

a. "NYS Pathways in Technology Early Coll ege Hi gh School Progrant or
"NYS P-TECH Programt’ neans a programwhich provides eligible students
enrolled in such programw th high school courses |leading to the grant-
ing of a high school diplom, college-level courses leading to the
granting of a post-secondary degree at a partnering institution of high-
er education, and career training with an eligible partnering enployer.
Such programis operated by a New York state school district or a board
of cooperative educational services that fornms a partnership with

(i) one or nore New York state institutions of higher education
provided that at |l east one institution of higher education offers a
registered associate level degree programthat is the industry standard
for the targeted jobs, linked to the goals of the NYS P-TECH Program
and which awards the degree at no cost to the student or the student's

famly; and
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(ii) a regional New York state enployer or consortium of enployers
from related sectors and/or industry/entity/association that requires
skilled enpl oyees which will utilize the know edge and skills obtained
from the secondary and post-secondary prograns, and agrees to coll ab-
orate in preparing students for enploynent opportunities in such
sector/industry.

b. "Approved NYS P-TECH Progranml neans a NYS P-TECH Program and such
program was approved by the conmi ssioner in accordance with the regu-
lations of the commi ssioner and any request for proposals process under
this section.

c. "Eligible applicant” nmeans a New York state school district,
including those districts with career and technical high schools, or a
board of cooperative educational services, either of which may serve as
the fiscal agent. The eligible applicant may work in cooperation wth
other school districts, a board of cooperative educational services, or
any conbination of these as a consortium applicant.

d. "Eligible student" neans a student who is a resident of a partner-
ing district, or a resident of a conponent district of a partnering
board of cooperative educational services and is enrolled. as defined in
regulations of the conmi ssioner, in such district.

e. "Previously funded NYS P-TECH Program neans an NYS P-TECH Program
that was approved by the conmi ssioner in any prior request for proposals
process before the effective date of this section.

f. "Institution of higher education" neans a New York state public or
not-for-profit institution of higher education that has been authorized
by the New York state board of regents to award post-secondary degrees.

2. a. Subject to an appropriation and the procedures established in
this section, the conm ssioner shall allocate the funds available for
NYS P-TECH Prograns for the purposes of preparing eligible academically
at-risk and/or econom cally disadvantaged students for high-skill jobs
including, but not limted to those in science, technology., engineering,
manuf acturing, healthcare, and finance through a six-year acadenic
program that conbines high school, college, and career trainhning. Fund-
ing shall first be available to previously funded or approved NYS P- TECH
Prograns that neet the requirenents under paragraph b of this subdivi-
sion, and rennining funds shall be available for new prograns.

b. Notwi thstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a
previously funded NYS P-TECH Program or an approved NYS P-TECH Program
shall continue to be eligible for funding under this section and shal
not have to conpete for funding under this section provided that:

(i) the programhas been continuously awarded funding by the depart-
nent in accordance with all applicable |aws; and

(ii) such program denpnstrates that it continues to be a successful
NYS P-TECH Program by neeting certain benchmarks and programrequire-
nents as prescribed by the departnent consistent with the intent and
purpose of the request for proposals process and the ternms of any
program agreenent under which such programis funded. If the program
fails to nmeet such benchmarks and program requirenents, it may be
subject to certain corrective action as described in regulations of the
conm ssioner, which may include but not be limted to establishnent of
tinelines to neet program standards, a limtation of enrollnent, term-
nation of the contract, <closure of the program and/or requiring a
teach-out agreenent with an approved NYS P-TECH Programto describe how
students will be transferred to such program upon cl osure.

c. Any eligible applicant whose NYS P-TECH Program was previously

funded or approved pursuant to a request for proposals process shall be
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required to conpete for funds under this section if such applicant is
proposing to offer a new NYS P-TECH Program as deternined by the
conm Sssi oner.

3. a. Subject to an appropriation the conm ssioner shall nake awards
to eligible applicants for the establishnent of new NYS P-TECH Prograns

through a conpetitive request for proposals process.
b. The conm ssioner shall prioritize eligible applicants that denon-

strate the willingness and capacity to serve students who have been
identified as econom cally di sadvantaged and/or academically at-risk for
not successfully conpleting high school or not enrolling in or succeed-
ing in college

c. Eligible applicants shall file an application for approval by the
conm ssioner in a tineframe and manner prescribed by the conmi ssi oner
denonstrating a need for such funding, including howthe funding would
be used and how many students would be assisted with such funding.
Successful applicants will be funded in accordance with the regulations
of the conm ssioner.

4. a. Monies nmade available under this section shall be spent for the
foll owi ng purposes, as further prescribed by the comrissioner in regu-
lations of the commi ssioner:

(i) to provide additional staffing for the NYS P-TECH Program includ-
ing but not limted to a programdirector and college liaison;

i for an existing evidence-based and/or standards based curricul um
including but not limted to a focus on a career in science, technology,
engineering, or math-related career area within a NYS P-TECH Program

(iii) for recruitnment activities for eligible students;

(iv) to provide professional developnent to pronpte the NYS P-TECH
Program including cross-curriculum devel opnent between partners and to
ensure curriculum alignment that prepares students to succeed in
coll ege-level courses while in high school and during career training;

(v) up to ten percent of funds awarded under this section may be used
to purchase equi pnent needed to upgrade existing prograns or new equip-
nent to start a program provided that a program may seek permni ssion
fromthe commi ssioner for a waiver of the ten percent cap., and such
request nust include a justification for why equi pnent in excess of the
cap is necessary to acconplish the goals of the NYS P-TECH Program

(vi) for workshops and pl anni ng neetings between partners. including
counselors, parents, and college faculty, and business leaders to
support program sustainability and build awareness in the district on
the benefits of having such prograns;

(vii) for post-secondary curriculum developnent that facilitates
alignnent and articulation with secondary prograns leading to college
degrees and/or other industry recognized credentials that neet the needs
of enpl oyers:;

(viii) for service contracts between nenbers of the partnership;

(ix) for transportation for eligible students to take courses and
participate in activities at the NYS P-TECH site, at partner enployers
|l ocations, and at the partner canpus of the higher education partner
and

(x) for tuition, books and fees; provided that tuition reinbursenent
shall only be allowable for non-renedial. credit-bearing college cours-
es.

b. No funds pursuant to this section shall be nrde available to
support the reqular academ c progranms of any school district, board of
cooperative educational services or institution or institutions of high-

er education participating in this program nor shall funds be provided
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for prograns which are inconpatible wth the regents plans for the
expansi on _and devel opment of higher education in this state.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a law. Effective inmediately the addition, anmendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be made on or before
such date.




