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STATE OF NEW YORK

7701

| N SENATE

February 9, 2018

I ntroduced by Sen. MARCHI ONE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Comm ttee on Local Government

AN ACT to anmend the general nunicipal law, in relation to internunicipal
cooperation for the purposes of shared services; and providing for the
repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 119-u of the general municipal law is renunbered
section 119-z, and five new sections 199-u, 119-v, 119-w, 119-x and
119-y are added to read as foll ows:

8 119-u. Internunicipal cooperation and shared services pilot program
1. legislative intent. The legislature finds and deternmines that |oca
governnents provide many inportant and indispensable services and
progranms to the people of the state of New York. The leqgislature further
finds and deternmines that frequently the provision of services and
prograns can be nade nore affordable, efficient, effective and constitu-
ent friendly by neans of internunicipal cooperation and/or the sharing
of such services and prograns. The legislature additionally finds and
determnes, that to facilitate such internunicipal cooperation and/or
the sharing of such services and prograns, where doing such would make
the delivery of such services and prograns nore affordable, efficient,
effective and constituent friendly, changes need to be nmade in state
law, to expressly authorize the internunicipal cooperation and/or the
sharing of such services. |t shall be the intent of this article to
establish a pilot program to nmake such necessary changes in state | aw
and to provide for the reporting of the results of these changes over a
defined period of tine.

2. Programestablished. Notw thstanding any other provision of lawto
the contrary, there is hereby established an internunicipal cooperation
and shared services pilot program It shall be the intent of this
programto facilitate the ability of sharing entities to cooperate
and/or share services and programs, so as to deliver such services and
prograns in a nore affordable, efficient, effective and constituent
friendly manner. The extent and linmtations of the authorization of

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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cooperation and shared services under this article shall be in accord-
ance with section one hundred nineteen-w of this article.

8 119-v. Definitions. As wused in this article, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

1. "lLocal governnment"” shall nean and include any county, town, city or
village, except the city of New York or the counties contained therein

2. "Sharing entity" shall mean and include any |ocal governnent,
school district, board of cooperative educational services, fire
district, library district or special district, except any such sharing
entity included or contained within the city of New York

3. "Special district" shall nean and include any district created
pursuant to article twelve or twelve-A of the town law, or governed by
article thirteen of the town law, or created pursuant to article five-A,
five-B or five-D of the county law, chapter five hundred sixteen of the
|l aws of nineteen hundred twenty-eight, or chapter two hundred seventy-
three of the laws of nineteen hundred thirty-nine, and shall include
town i nprovenents provided pursuant to articles three-A and twelve-C of
the town law, but shall not include any special district within the city
of New York or the counties contained therein.

4. "Authorized signatory" shall nean a person who has the |egal
authority to sign contracts on behalf of the sharing entity.

5. "Governing body" shall nean a county legislature or county board of
supervisors for a county; a town board for a town; a city council for a
city; a village board of trustees for a village; the board of education
for a school district; the board of education for a board of cooperative
educational services; the board of fire comrissioners for a fire
district; the board of trustees for a library district; and the body of
persons designated by law to govern the district for a special district;
or where such bodies have a different nane or structure, the equivalent
t her eof .

119-w. Cooperation and shared services prograns. In addition to an
ot her authorization for internunicipal cooperation and shared services,
contained in any other provision of law, and notw t hstandi ng any other
provision of lawto the contrary, any sharing entity is hereby enpowered
and authorized to contract for intergovernnental cooperation and/or
shared services, as foll ows:

1. Jurisdictional limtations. For purposes of this subdivision, a
sharing entity nmay contract for an intermunicipal cooperation and/or
shared services agreenent wth any other sharing entity within the
followng jurisdictional limtations:

a. A county nmay contract with any other adjoining county, or with any
other sharing entity within the county, or with the authorization of the
adjoining county wth any other sharing entity within the adjoining
county.

b. Acity, town, or village nmay contract with the county in which they
reside, or with any other sharing entity within the county, or with the
authorization of the adjoining county wth any other sharing entity
wi thin the adjoining county.

c. A school district, board of cooperative educational services, fire
district, library district or special district may contract with the
county in which they reside, or with any other sharing entity within the
county, or with the authorization of the adjoining county with any other
sharing entity within the adjoining county.

2. Areas of cooperation and shared services. For purposes of this
subdivision, and within the jurisdictional limtations provided for by
subdi vision one of this section, a sharing entity nay contract for the
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following types and areas of internunicipal cooperation and/or shared
services:

a. Transportation maintenance and construction services, including
pavi ng; patching; roadway painting; snow renpval; roadway barrier and/or
guiderail construction, repair and/or installation; bridge and/or tunne
nai nt enance., repair, and/or construction; or any other transportation
mai nt enance and construction services which have customarily been
provided by the sharing entity.

b. Water, sanitary sewer and storm sewer system nmintenance and
construction services, including repair, construction and mai nt enance of
pi pes, culverts, aqueducts, and/or any other water, sanitary Ssewer or
storm sewer infrastructure; or any other water, sanitary sewer or storm
sewer mai ntenance and construction services which have customarily been
provided by the sharing entity.

c. Governnental adninistrative services, including joint purchasing;
joint legal services; joint accounting services; joint record nmanagenent
services; joint information technology, telecomunication, network and
cyber security services; joint payroll services; joint personnel train-
ing, benefit and administration services, including the establishnent of
joint health insurance consortiuns, established in accordance with the
provisions of article forty-seven of the insurance law, and any other
gover nnment al adnm ni strative services which have customarily been
provi ded by the sharing entity.

d. Justice services, including nerged or shared town justice courts;
joint arraignnent agreenents; joint prisoner transportation agreenments;
nerged or shared county jail or juvenile detention facility agreenents:;
or nerged or shared E-911 di spatch services.

e. Tax collection and assessnent services, including nerged or shared
receivers of taxes; or nerged or shared assessors, or other assessnent
eval uation and/or managenent services.

f. Planning services, including joint or regional planning services.

g. Environnental services, including nerged or shared solid waste
collection, transport, disposal, incineration, or landfill services:; and
any other environnmental services which have custonarily been provided by
the sharing entity.

h. Recr eat i onal services, i ncl udi ng recreational facility
construction, naintenance and/or operation and prograns related to such
facilities; playground and athletic field construction, nmintenance
and/or operation; waterfront, park, beach or pool construction, nninte-
nance and/or operation, or prograns related to such waterfronts, parks,
beaches or pools; sports or arena facility construction, nmaintenance
and/ or operation, or prograns related to such sports or arena facili-
ties; and any other recreational services which have customarily been
provided by the sharing entity.

i. Buildings and grounds services, including joint building and
grounds services to provide construction, maintenance, and operation of
governnental buildings, including painting, repair, construction, renod-
eling, design, redesign, and restoration of facilities and grounds;
joint lawn care, gardening, and |andscaping services; and any other
bui | di ng and grounds services which have customarily been provided by
the sharing entity.

3. Procedure. a. To establish an internunicipal cooperation or shared
services agreenent in accordance with this article, an authorized signa-
tory of every sharing entity participating in the agreenment, nust sign a
witten agreenent detailing:
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(i) The area or areas of internunicipal cooperation or shared services
to be perforned in the agreenent:;

(ii) The terns, duration and designated responsibilities of the inter-
nuni ci pal cooperation or shared services to be perforned in the agree-
nent ; and

(iii) The anpunt, and designation of the parties for, any financial
responsibility of the internunicipal cooperation or shared services to
be performed in the agreenent.

b. No internunicipal cooperation or shared services agreenent, author-
ized and enpowered under this article, shall take effect unless:

(i) The witten agreenent is signed by an authorized signatory of
every sharing entity participating in the agreenent;

(ii) The signed, witten agreenent has been approved in witten resol-
ution, adopted by a majority vote of the governing body of every sharing
entity participating in the agreenent; and

(iii) The governing body of every sharing entity participating in the
agreenment, has held a public hearing prior to its vote to approve the
witten resolution, required in subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph

c. Oher than the requirenents provided in this article, and other
than the requirenents provided in the witten agreenent detailing the
internunicipal cooperation or shared services agreenent itself., no shar-
ing entity shall be required to take any additional action to establish
an_intermunicipal cooperation or shared services agreenent, established

pursuant to, and authorized and enpowered by, the provisions of this
article. Accordingly, any internunicipal cooperation or shared services

agreenent, established pursuant to, and authorized or enpowered by, this
article shall not require any referendumby the voters of the sharing
entity or any further action of the state legislature, in order to rati-
fy or otherwi se make effective or approve the internunicipal cooperation
or shared services agreenent.

4. School district and board of cooperative educational services
participation in an internunicipal cooperation and/or shared services
agreenent under the internunicipal cooperation and shared services pil ot
program Notwi thstanding any provision of the education law, or any
other provision of law, rule or regulation to the contrary, any schoo
district or board of cooperative educational services may participate in
an internunicipal cooperation and/or shared services agreenent estab-
| i shed pursuant to the provisions of this article.

8§ 119-x. State assistance. The departnment of state, departnment of

taxation and finance, departnment of audit and control, departnent of
law, departnent of environnental conservation., and any other state

departnent, division, office, agency or public authority, shall respond
to requests for assistance fromany sharing entity with respect to such
entity's efforts to cooperate and/or share services and prograns, in

accordance with the provisions of this article.

8 119-y. Reports. Each sharing entity that fornalizes a | egal agree-
nent to cooperate with another sharing entity, or that shares any
service wth another sharing entity, in accordance with the provisions

of this article, shall nake a report to the secretary of state, in the
form and nmnner, and wthin the tine, provided by the secretary of
state. Such report shall detail the terns, benefits, duration, and

savings resulting from such cooperation or shared service. The secre-
tary of state shall annually nmake a report to the governor, the tenpo-
rary president of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly, on or
before the first day of January, detailing all the cooperation and
shared services activities of sharing entities under the internunicipa
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cooperation and shared services pilot program which occurred and were

reported to the secretary of state, during the previous year, pursuant

to this article.

8 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 2019, and shall expire and
be deened repeal ed January 1, 2024; provided, however that any agreenent
entered into by sharing entities pursuant to this act shall remain in
full force and effect after such expiration and repeal.




