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        Introduced  by  Sen. KENNEDY -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
          printed to be committed to the Committee on Local Government

        AN ACT to amend the real property tax law, in  relation  to  authorizing
          the  city  of  Buffalo to add unpaid housing code violation penalties,
          costs and fines to the city's  annual  tax  levy  in  accordance  with
          applicable law

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The real property tax  law  is  amended  by  adding  a  new
     2  section 905 to read as follows:
     3    § 905. Collection of unpaid housing code violation penalties; levy. 1.
     4  In  addition  to and not in limitation of any power otherwise granted by
     5  law, the city of Buffalo is hereby  authorized  to  collect  any  unpaid
     6  housing  code  violation penalties, costs and fines through placement by
     7  the city's commissioner of finance on the  city's  annual  tax  levy  in
     8  accordance  with the applicable provisions of the city's tax and assess-
     9  ment act (chapter seventy-five of the laws of nineteen hundred  six,  as
    10  amended).
    11    2. In order to be eligible for placement on the city's annual tax levy
    12  such unpaid housing code violation penalties, costs and fines shall have
    13  been  adjudicated and imposed through a judgment in a court of competent
    14  jurisdiction on an owner of real property within the city, as  certified
    15  by  the  city's  corporation counsel to the commissioner of finance, and
    16  have remained unpaid for one year preceding the placement on the  city's
    17  tax levy.
    18    3. Such housing code violation penalty, cost or fine as set forth in a
    19  copy of the judgment certified by the corporation counsel to the commis-
    20  sioner  of  finance  shall  be set down in the annual tax levy under the
    21  heading uncollected fines and penalties and shall  be  levied,  enforced
    22  and  collected  in the same manner, by the same proceedings, at the same
    23  time, under the same penalties and having the same lien upon the proper-
    24  ty assessed as the general city tax and as a part thereof.

         EXPLANATION--Matter in  (underscored) is new; matter in bracketsitalics
                              [ ] is old law to be omitted. 
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     1    4. Notwithstanding any other applicable provisions of law, nothing  in
     2  this  section  shall be applied to a residential dwelling that is owner-
     3  occupied or is the primary residence of a homeowner.
     4    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately.


