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STATE OF NEW YORK

7154

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 3, 2018

Introduced by Sen. LAVALLE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to requiring postsecon-
dary institutions that participate in study abroad prograns to report
crime and harmthat occurs to participating students

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Safe Student Study Abroad Act" al so known as the "Ravi Thackurdeen
Saf e Student Study Abroad Act".

§ 2. The education lawis anended by adding a new article 130-A to
read as foll ows:

ARTICLE 130-A
SAFE STUDENT STUDY ABROAD
Section 6457. Definitions.
6458. Ceneral provisions.
6459. Reporting.
6460. Student resources.
6461. Program assessnent.

8 6457. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

1. "College", "university" and "postsecondary" shall nmean any institu-
tion of higher education, recognized and approved by the regents, which
provides a course of study leading to the granting of a postsecondary
degree or diplom

2. "Third party entities" shall nmean any for profit or not-for-profit
business that is not a college, university or postsecondary institution
which provides a study abroad program or coordinates a program between
college, university or postsecondary institutionin the United States
and a study abroad program

3. "Study abroad progranf shall nean prograns which are coordinated by
college, university or postsecondary institutions and third party enti -
ties in the state of New York, that provide students with the opportu-

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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nity to work or study, wholly or in principal part, outside of the
United States of Anerica.

4. "Study abroad organization" shall nean college., university or post-
secondary institutions as well as third party entities that offer study
abroad prograns.

8 6458. Ceneral provisions. Study abroad organizations shall prior-
itize the health, safety. and security of its students through policies,
procedures, advising, orientation, and training.

1. Study abroad organizations shall prioritize health, safety, and
security in program developnent, inplenentation and nanagenent by
conducting appropriate risk assessnments for such programsites and
activities, maintaining witten energency plans and protocols, and iden-
tifying and |l everaging relevant authorities, netwrks and resources.

2. Study abroad organi zations' staff shall be trained to anticipate
and respond responsibly to student health, safety. or security issues
and students shall be provided training to responsibly manage their own
health, safety, and security while abroad. Study abroad organi zations
shall establish neasures to nonitor and advise students on health, safe-
ty., and security issues through the United States departnent of state
and ot her appropriate resources.

3. Study abroad organizations shall maintain appropriate insurance
policies at recommended | evels, operate in conpliance with local |aws,
and follow best practices in reporting on critical incidents.

4. Study abroad organizations may adopt and inplenent policies in
accordance with the Standards of Good Practice for Education Abroad,
nade avail able by the Forum on Education Abroad.

8 6459. Reporting. 1. Beginning one vear after the effective date of
this article, study abroad organizations shall make and file an annual
report to the departnent by August fifteenth of each year. Such report
shall be prepared by all reasonably available data and shall consist of
data from the previous two vyears and conply with the federal health
insurance portability and accountability act (HPAA) of 1996, as
anended, Title I X of the Educati on Anendnents of 1972 (20 U.S.C. section
1681, et. seq.) and all other applicable regulations. Data representing
individuals shall be in nunerical formonmitting personal information

2. The report nmandated by this section shall include:

a. for the previous acadenic year, including summer terns, the effec-
tiveness of the study abroad program at protecting students fromecrine
and harm whet her changes to such program are needed and how such chang-
es will be inplenented;

b. for the ten years preceding the date of the report, when such data
is reasonably attainable, the nunber of:

i. deaths of program participants including nanner of death;

ii. accidents and illnesses that resulted in hospitalization including
the type of such accident or illness;

iii. sexual assaults against program participants;

iv. incidents that resulted in a police report including type of inci-
dent; and

V. Wwith respect to the incidents described in subparagraphs i through
iv of this paragraph., whether the incidents occurred:

(1) during program participation;

(2) during students own tine;

(3) on canpus

(4) off canpus;

(5) the location of the incident; and

(6) the tine of the incident.
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c. Study abroad organizations shall also report on ethical relation-
ships and conflict of interest avoidance policies with all major part-
ners.

8 6460. Student resources. 1. Study abroad organi zations shall provide
each student who is interested in participating in a program of study
abroad, with pre-reqgistration infornmation advising that includes:

a. all current travel information, including all travel warnings and
travel alerts, issued by the bureau of consular affairs of the depart-
nent of state for such countries;

b. all current safety alerts known within thirty mles of the canpus
including information obtained by students frompost-trip orientation
sessions or reports; and

c. the reporting infornmation required by the departnent as identified
in section sixty-four hundred fifty-nine of this article.

2. Study abroad organizations shall provide each student who returns

froma study abroad programwi th an anonynbus post-senester eval uation
questionnaire, and the opportunity for a docunented exit interview which

shall focus on the progranis effectiveness in best practices and student
safety. These reports are to be nmde available to the public upon

request.

3. Study abroad organizations shall include references to the avail-
ability of the reports identified in sections sixty-four hundred fifty-
nine and sixty-four hundred sixty of this article on all websites and
printed materials.

8 6461. Program assessnent. 1. The departnent shall, using existing

staff and budget, assess the effectiveness of this article and appropri -
ate state regulation of postsecondary study abroad progranms. The assess-
nent shall focus on the protection, the health and safety of students in
post secondary study abroad programs; and the reporting process. The
departnent shall neke their assessnents and the reports required in
section sixty-four hundred fifty-nine of this article to any state

| egi sl at or upon request.
8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




