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STATE OF NEW YORK

6415

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 17, 2017

Introduced by Sens. HELM NG RITCH E -- (at request of the Legislative
Commi ssi on on Rural Resources) -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Local CGovernnent

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to authorizing
firefighters who are nenbers of a fire conpany or departnent of anoth-
er state to provide assistance to volunteer fire conmpanies or depart-
ments in this state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 209-i of the general municipal law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 1-c to read as foll ows:

1-c. A nenber of a fire conpany or departnent of another state who is
regularly in an area served by a volunteer fire conpany or fire depart-
nent may volunteer their services on an on-going basis to such fire
conpany or fire departnent for the purpose of assisting such conpany or
departnent's general or energency anbul ance services, or for the purpose
of assisting such fire conpany or fire departnent at a fire or other
energency scene or for the purpose of training with such fire conpany or
fire departnment, provided that such conpany or departnent is authorized
to accept such services by the governing body of the city or the
village, the board of fire conmmi ssioners or other governing board of the
fire district, or the town board of the town in relation to (a) the fire
conpani es serving territory outside villages and fire districts or (b) a
town fire departnent, as the case may be. Upon application by an out-of-
state firefighter, a fire conpany or fire departnment shall determnine
whet her such out-of-state firefighter neets state and |local requirenents
for active nenbers of their conpany or departnent, including, but not
limted to, conpliance with a background check pursuant to section eight
hundred thirty-seven-o of the executive law, and whether such out-of-
state firefighter is in good standing with the fire conpany or depart-
nent in which they normally serve. If a volunteer fire conpany or fire
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departnent accepts the services of such an out-of-state firefighter

such firefighter shall be entitled to all powers, rights, privileges and
imunities granted by law to volunteer firefighters during the tinme such
services are rendered, in the same manner and to the sane extent as if
such firefighter were a volunteer nmenber of the fire conpany or fire
departnment being assisted, including benefits under the volunteer fire-
fighters' benefit |aw, provided, however, such firefighter shall not be
eligible to participate in a service award program as authorized by
articles eleven-A and el even-AAAA of this chapter nor shall such fire-
fighter be eligible for coverage under section eleven-c of the volunteer
firefighters' benefit lawrelating to diseases of the |lung and section
sixty-one of the volunteer firefighters' benefit lawrelating to disease
or malfunction of heart or coronary arteries and any other presunptive
coverage for inpairnent of health or death. Upon acceptance of such
out-of-state firefighter to a fire conpany or fire departnment, such
conpan or departnent shall provide to the applicant, and the applicant
shall acknow edge receipt of, the following witten statenent: "If a
volunteer fire conpany or fire departnent accepts the services of a
firefighter who is a nenber of a fire departnent or a conpany of another
state, such firefighter shall be entitled to all powers, rights, privi-
leges and inmmunities granted by law to volunteer firefighters during the

time such services are rendered, in the sane nmanner and to the sane
extent as if such firefighter were a volunteer nenber of the fire conpa-
ny or fire departnent being assisted, including benefits under the
volunteer firefighters' benefit |aw, provided, however, such firefighter
shall not be eligible to participate in a service award program as
aut horized by articles 11-A and 11-AAAA of the general nmunicipal |aw
nor shall such firefighters be eligible for coverage under section

eleven-c¢ of the volunteer firefighters' benefit law, relating to
diseases of the lung, and section 61 of the volunteer firefighters
benefit law, relating to disease or malfunction of heart or coronary
arteries, and any other presunptive coverage for inpairnent of health or
death."

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




