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STATE OF NEW YORK

5570

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 13, 2017

Introduced by Sen. YOUNG -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anend the public buildings law, in relation to directing the
office of general services to install and maintain a conmenorative
pl ague in the Capitol honoring Samuel J. Abbott

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The |l egislature hereby finds that at
2:42 a.m, on March 29, 1911, Fire Box 324 was pulled, notifying the
City of Albany Fire Departnent of a fire at the State Capitol. Investi-
gators would later determine that the fire originated in the third-fl oor
Assenbly Library, spreading quickly to the adjacent State Library,
before engulfing the building's fourth and fifth floors. According to
reports, the building, known at the tinme as "one of the npbst costly and
celebrated buildings constructed in 19th-century Anerica", had been
burni ng without inpedinment for at least thirty mnutes prior to the
al arm Firefighters, operating with horse-drawn punpers, found a roar-
ing inferno when they arrived on scene.

The mammoth fire burned so forcefully that it twisted netal framng in
the iconic skylight above the Great Western Staircase, sending the gl ass
panel s raining down on the stairs below, the stairway's carved sandstone
filigree nelted, and at the top of the "MIlion-Dollar Staircase”
prized archaeol ogi cal objects, including the State's world-fanous
I roquois collection, were consuned by flanes. Wen extinguished, the
fire had decimated the entire collection of the State Library, with nore
t han 800, 000 books and manuscripts being | ost.

According to the March 29, 1911 edition of the Al bany Evening Journal
at approximately 3 a.m, shortly after the fire alarmsounded at the
Capitol, M. Samuel J. Abbott, a 78-year-old watchman in the building,
"was seen by an orderly opening sone w ndows".
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Samuel J. Abbott was born in Septenber 1833, one of at |east five boys
and four girls born to WlliamB. and Lucretia A Abbott. WIIliam Abbott
had a stave and barrel factory where Sanmuel and his brother, Henry,
wor ked of f-and-on as turners and coopers. During the GCvil Wr, Sanue
Abbott served in Conpany E of the 12th New York State Vol unteer Infantry
in the reginent that also was known as the Onondaga County Regi nent, the
I ndependence Guard, and The Dozen. M. Abbott was recorded as hol di ng
the ranks of Ensign, Second Lieutenant (May 13, 1861-August 2, 1861),
and First Lieutenant (August 2, 1861-Septenber 19, 1861) and he was
| ater described in the Al bany Evening Journal as having "an envi abl e war
record".

After the war, Sanuel Abbott returned to the village of Salina, part
of present day Syracuse, where he resuned his work at his father's shop
From 1867 through 1870, M. Abbott served as Postnmaster at the Salina
Post Office. He narried Jane "Jennie" Uting, the daughter of English
immgrants Janmes and Sarah Utting, in 1867. According to the 1860
census, Jennie worked as a dressmaker. The couple was blessed wth at
least five children, three of whom Ellen "Nellie", born circa 1869,
George W, born circa 1876, and Mabel E., born circa 1880, Ilived to
adul t hood.

M. and Ms. Abbott were a noted couple in Syracuse. Samuel Abbott was
a menber of Root Post and the Grand Arnmy of the Republic, while Jennie
Abbott had been a prom nent nember of the Wnen's Relief Corps. In 1875,
Sanmuel Abbott started working in the Ofice of the Overseer of the Poor,
a position he held until 1894.

In 1895, Sanuel J. Abbott took a job as a watchman in the State
Library at the Capitol in Al bany. Follow ng the passing of his wife,
Jennie, in January, 1911 M. Abbott noved in with life-long friends,
M. and Ms. Thomas Behan, at 3 Washi ngton Avenue. The Al bany Evening
Journal later reported that M. Abbott's, "territory as watchnman..
conprised three floors of the State Library; he was wont to | eave hone
about 9 p.m each night, go to the library, lock hinself in and renmain
until 6 a.m when he returned hone".

Wen M. and Ms. Behan, and, "several boarders were awakened by the
fire alarmand realized that the Capitol was on fire, they imediately
thought of the safety of M. Abbott; atwo of the men hustled right over
to the scene of the fire; one of themwent into the building and asked
anot her watchman if he had seen M. Abbott and the answer was ' Ch, yes,
he's all right. I saw hi mopeni ng wi ndows.' but hour after hour went by
and he failed to appear”. Two days later, on March 31st, M. Abbott's
partially burned body was found in a narrow passageway on the fourth
floor, his silver-handled cane a short distance away. |In his pocket,
remained a Kkey to a |locked door just a few paces away through which he
m ght have escaped.

According the Tinmes Union, his funeral service, held at St. Peter's
Church in Albany on April 1, 1912, "was one of the nost |argely attended
funerals ever held in this church". The commanders of Al bany's four
Grand Arny of the Republic posts served as pall bearers. Governor John A
D x was in attendance, along with "representatives fromevery depart nent
inthe Capitol"”. In August 1912, the Legislature allocated $280.16 for,
"George W Abbott, son of the late Sarmuel J. Abbott, an enpl oyee of the
departnent of education, who lost his life in the Capitol fire, for
funeral and burial expenses, and other expenses incidental to the find-
ing of the body".

Sanmuel Abbott lost his life in service to the people of the state of
New York, yet his sacrifice has never been fully recognized at the Capi-
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tol. Hs tragic passing, along with the lives lost in the Triangle
Shirtwai st Factory fire, together spurred a wave of workpl ace safety
|l aws, including the Sullivan-Hoey Fire Prevention Law. Now therefore,
the state commission on the restructuring of the Capitol and the office
of general services shall work in conjunction to install a nenorial
pl ague bearing the |ikeness of Sanuel Abbott and appropriately describ-
i ng Sanuel Abbott's service and sacrifice to the citizens of the state
of New York while performng his official duties.

8 2. The public buildings |law is anended by adding a new section 5-c
to read as follows:

8§ 5-c. Samuel J. Abbott commenorative plaque. There shall be installed

and maintained in the Capitol, a comenorative plague honoring the
service and sacrifice of Sanuel J. Abbott to the people of the state.
Such pl ague shall bear the likeness of Sanuel J. Abbott, include a

description of his service and sacrifice to the people of the state, and
be designed and placed in a manner as determined jointly by the comm s-
sioner of general services and the conmmission on the restructuring of
the Capitol.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




