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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 31, 2017

Introduced by Sens. MJRPHY, SERINO -- read twice and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Comrittee on Investigations

and CGovernnent Qperations -- reconmitted to the Conmittee on Investi-
gations and Governnent QOperations in accordance with Senate Rule 6,
sec. 8 -- conmttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as

anended and reconmtted to said conmittee

AN ACT to direct the departnment of taxation and finance to conduct a
study of state-owned |ands within the counties of Westchester, Putnam
and Dutchess, and the real property tax inpact of such | ands upon such
counties and the localities therein

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The legislature hereby finds that on
January 9, 2017, the state of New York announced an agreement wth
Entergy to close the Indian Point nuclear plant. The planned cl osure of
this facility is set for 2020 and 2021. It is estimated that the loss to
the tax base of the county of Westchester and surrounding counties in
the catchment area of such plant will be severe. The legislature further
finds that the state has utilized a pieceneal approach to the taxation
of state-owned | and. Home owners across the state are burdened wth
subsi di zing, through real property taxes, the revenue lost fromthe
unt axed state-owned land in their communities. The inpact of this fisca
burden, coupled with the closure of the Indian Point nuclear plant,
creates a wunique situation throughout comunities in the counties of
West chest er, Putnam and Dutchess. Therefore, it is in the best interest
of the taxpayers of these counties to study this disparate treatnment of
taxation on state-owned land in light of the closure of the |ndian Point
nucl ear plant, which will have a substantial inpact on | ocal taxpayers.
This study seeks to determine the fiscal inpact of expanding state |aw
that currently requires the state to pay real property taxes to certain
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| ocal governnments in order to pay taxes on state |lands |ocated through-
out the Indian Point catchnment region.

8 2. The departnment of taxation and finance shall, in consultation
with any ot her departnent, division, board, bureau, conm ssion, agency
or public authority of the state or any political subdivision thereof
deened necessary by the commi ssioner of taxation and finance, conduct a
study of state-owned |ands within the counties of Wstchester, Putnam
and Dutchess. The study shall include | ands owned by the state, exclu-
sive of the inprovenents erected thereon by the state including, but not
limted to, parklands, forestation |ands, forest preserves, correctional
facilities, facilities governed by article 9 of the executive |aw,
facilities governed by article 26-A of the public health law, and any
other lands located wthin such counties owned by the state not
described in this section. Such study shall exanine the nethods of
conpensating counties, <cities, towns, villages and school districts
whose tax bases include state-owned | and, the paynents currently nmade by
the state through sections 532, 533, 534 and 536 of the real property
tax law and section 15-2115 of the environnental conservation |aw, and
provide the fiscal inpact to the state and counties, cities, towns,
villages and school districts of the aforenentioned state-owned |ands
that are currently tax-exenpt should the state be required to provide
conpensation to such counties, cities, towns, villages and schoo
districts. The conmi ssioner of taxation and finance shall, on or before,
Decenber 1, 2018, subnmit a report of findings, conclusions and reconmen-
dations of such study to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the chair of the senate finance
commttee, the chair of the senate investigations and governnment oper-
ations commttee, the chair of the assenbly ways and neans comittee and
the chair of the assenbly real property taxation comittee

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immedi ately.



