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STATE OF NEW YORK

5301

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 20, 2017

Introduced by Sen. O MARA -- (at request of the Departnent of Environ-
mental Conservation) -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to amend the environnental conservation law, in relation to deer
and bear, open hunting seasons and inplenments, hunting age for big
game, crossbows, pheasant and quail hunting in Long Island, and penal -
ties for illegal conmercialization of crustaceans, fish, shellfish,
and wildlife; to amend the state finance law, in relation to the state
fish and ganme trust account; and to repeal certain provisions of the
environmental conservation |law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph a of subdivision 2 of section 11-0907 of the
environnmental conservation law is REPEALED and a new paragraph a is
added to read as fol |l ows:

a. Seasons for deer hunting. Regular open hunting seasons for deer are
established as foll ows:

(1) In the Northern Zone, deer nmay be taken from the next to |ast
Saturday in October through the first Sunday in Decenber.

(2) In the Southern Zone, deer may be taken fromthe first Monday
after Novenber fifteenth through the first Tuesday after Decenber
seventh.

(3) In Westchester County, deer of either sex may be taken from Novent
ber first through Decenber thirty-first.

(4) In Suffolk County, deer of either sex may be taken fromthe second
Monday in Novenber through March thirty-first.

8§ 2. Subdivision 9 of section 11-0907 of the environnental conserva-
tion law i s REPEALED

§ 3. The subdivision heading and paragraph b of subdivision 2 of
section 11-0907 of the environnental conservation |law, the section head-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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ing as anended and paragraph b of subdivision 2 as added by chapter 600
of the laws of 1993, are anended to read as foll ows:

Regul ar big gane hunting seasons.

b. | npl enents. Where taking of big gane by shotgun is permtted by
this chapter such shotgun may contain rifling in all or a portion of the
barrel, provided, however, if the barrel or a portion thereof does
contain rifling only shells having non-netallic cases, except for the
base, may be used.

(1) Deer and bear nmay be taken by pistol, rifle, shotgun, nuzzl el oad-
ing firearm crossbow or long bowonly in all or parts of the follow ng
regions or counties or portions of counties:

(a) Northern Zone

(b) Al bany except in areas as defined in subdivisions six or seven of
this section

(c) Allegany

d) That portion of the county of Broone east of the Susguehanna river
in the towns of Coleville, Wndsor, and Sanford

(e) Cattaraugus

(f) Chautauqua except that portion of the county north of route 20

(g) Cayuga

(h) Chenung

(i) Chenango

(j) Col unmbi a

(k) Cortland

(1) Del aware

(m Fulton (parts in the Southern Zone)

(n) Genesee
(0) Greene

(p) Herkimer (parts in the Southern Zone) except in areas as defined
in subdivision five of this section

(g) Livingston

(r) Madison

(s) Mont gonmery

(t) Oneida (parts in the Southern Zone)
(u) Orange

(v) Ontario

(w) Oswego (parts in the Southern Zone)
(x) O sego

(y) Renssel aer

(z) Saratoga (parts in the Southern Zone)

(aa) Schenect ady
(bb) Schoharie
(cc) Schuyl er
(dd) Seneca

(ee) Steuben
(ff) Sullivan
(gg) Tioga

(hh) U ster

(ii) Washington (parts in the Southern Zone)

(jj) Wayne
(kk) Wom ng

(11) Yates

(2) Deer and bear may be taken by pistol, shotgun, nmuzzl el oading
firearm crossbow or long bowonly in the following counties or portions
of counti es:

(a) the portion of the county of Broone west of the Susquehanna river
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(b) the portion of the county of Chautauqua north of route 20

(c) Dutchess

(d) FErie except in areas as defined in subdivision five of this
section

(e) Monroe except in areas as defined in subdivision five of this
section

(f) Ni agara

(g) Onondaga

(h) Oleans

(i) Putnam
(i) Rockl and

(k) Tonpkins

(3) Deer of either sex may be taken by long bow only in the follow ng
counties or portion of counties:

(a) Albany in areas as defined in subdivision seven of this section

(b) Monroe in areas as defined in subdivision five of this section

(c) Suffolk except as provided in regulation established pursuant to
subdi vi sion seven of section 11-0903 of this article

(d) Westchester

c. Regular open hunting seasons for bear are fixed by regulation
pursuant to subdivision 8 of section 11-0903 of this article. The inple-
ments allowed for bear hunting will be the sane as those allowed for
deer hunting as [H-stedin—columthree—softhetable] set forth in para-
graph [a&] b of this subdivision.

§ 4. Subdivision 2 of section 11-0113 of the environmental conserva-
tion | aw, as anended by chapter 135 of the laws of 1982, is anended to
read as foll ows:

2. In the tables in |[seetions] section 11-0905 [and—21-0807] each
letter of the al phabet in colum one identifies and furnishes the cita-
tion for the matter in colum one follow ng such letter and al so identi-
fies and furnishes the citation for the matter appearing in colum two
and col umm three opposite the matter so identified in columm one.

8 5. Paragraph b of subdivision 3 of section 11-0901 of the environ-
mental conservation |aw, as anmended by section 5 of part EE of chapter
55 of the laws of 2014, is anmended to read as follows:

b. WId deer and bear shall not be taken except by gun, crossbow or by
| ong bow. Where an open season, set forth in |
n]  section 11-0907 of this title or otherw se established by |Iaw or
fixed by regulation, is specified as an open season for taking such gane
by shotgun or long bowonly, or is specified as an open season for
taking such game by |ong bow only, they shall not be taken except as so
speci fi ed.

8 6. Paragraph a of subdivision 1, paragraphs 1 and 2 of subdivision
3, subdivision 5 and subdivision 9 of section 11-0701 of the environ-
ment al conservation | aw, paragraphs 1 and 2 of subdivision 3 and subdi-
vision 5 as anmended by section 1-a of part R of chapter 58 of the | aws
of 2013, paragraph a of subdivision 1 as anmended by section 21 and
subdivision 9 as anended by section 17 of part EE of chapter 55 of the
| aws of 2014, are anmended to read as follows:

[2-] entitles a holder who is twelve or thirteen years of age to hunt
wildlife, except big gane, as provided in title 9 of this article
subj ect, specifically, to the provisions of section 11-0929 of this
article. It entitles such holder to possess firearns as provided in
section 265.05 of the penal |aw [A-hoelder—who—s—twelve—or—thitrteen

years of age shall not hunt with a crosshow|




OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 5301 4

(1) who is between the ages of twelve and sixteen years to hunt wld
deer and bear with a |l ongbow or crossbow during the special archery
season and during the regular season, as provided in title 9 of this
article, subject to the provisions of section 11-0929 and subdivision 3
of section 11-0713 of this article;

(2) who is eighteen years of age or older to hunt wild deer and bear
with a | ongbow or crossbow, as provided in title 9 of this article, in a
speci al [lengbow] archery season; and

5. A non-resident bear tag entitles a person who has not been a resi-
dent of the state for nore than thirty days who al so possesses a hunting
license to hunt bear during the regul ar open season therefor or in an
open season fixed by regul ati on pursuant to subdivision eight of section
11-0903 of this article. It entitles a non-resident holder who also
possesses a hunting license with bowhunting privilege to hunt bear with
a longbow or crossbow during the open bear season. It entitles a non-re-
si dent hol der who al so possesses a hunting license wth mnuzzle-I| oading
privilege to hunt bear with a nuzzl el oader during the open bear season.

9. A nuzzle-loading privilege when included on a hunting license enti-
tles a holder who is fourteen years of age or older to hunt wild deer
and bear with a nuzzle-loading firearm|[er—se+rossbow], as provided in
title 9 of this article, in a special nuzzle-loading firearm season.

8§ 7. Paragraph b of subdivision 6 of section 11-0703 of the environ-
mental conservation | aw, as anmended by section 2 of part R of chapter 58
of the laws of 2013, is amended to read as foll ows:

b. Except as provided in section 11-0707 and section 11-0709 of this
title, no person shall (1) hunt wild deer or bear unless such person
holds and is entitled to exercise the privileges of a hunting 1license,
and neets the requirenments of this article; (2) hunt wild deer or bear
with a | ongbow or crossbow in a special [+lenrgbow] archery season unless
such person holds and is entitled to exercise the privil eges of a hunt-
ing license with a bowhunting privilege and neets the requirenents of
this article; or (3) hunt wld deer or bear with a nuzzl e-1oading
firearmin a special nuzzle-loading firearm season unl ess such person is
at |l east fourteen years old and holds a hunting license with a muzzle-
| oading privilege and neets the requirenents of this article.

8 8. Subdivision 6 of section 11-0713 of the environmental conserva-
tion |l aw i s REPEALED

8 9. Subparagraph 3 of paragraph c of subdivision 3 of section 11-0901
of the environmental conservation |law is REPEALED

8 10. Paragraph c of subdivision 3 of section 11-0901 of the environ-
mental conservation |aw, as anended by section 19 of part EE of chapter
55 of the laws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

c. WId small game and wild upland ganme birds shall be taken only by
| ongbow, __crossbow or gun, or by the use of raptors as provided in title
10 of this article, except that:

(1) skunk, raccoon, bobcat, coyote, fox, mnk and nuskrat may be taken
in any manner not prohibited in this section or intitle 11 of the Fish
and Wldlife Law, and

(2) frogs may also be taken by spearing, catching with the hands, or
by the use of a club or hook[+—anrd] .

8 11. Subparagraph 9 of paragraph b and subparagraph 9 of paragraph c
of subdivision 4 of section 11-0901 of the environmental conservation
| aw, subparagraph 9 of paragraph b as added by section 6 and subpara-
graph 9 of paragraph ¢ as added by section 7 of part EE of chapter 55 of
the | aws of 2014, are amended to read as foll ows:
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(9) wth a crossbow unless such crossbow shall consist of a bow and
string, either conpound or recurve, that launches a nmininmum fourteen
inch [bel+] arrow, not including point, nmounted upon a stock with a
trigger that holds the string and |inbs under tension until released.
The trigger unit of such crossbow must have a working safety. The mni-
mum | inb width of such crossbow shall be seventeen inches[;] and have a
m ni nrum peak draw wei ght of one hundred pounds [ ard—a—rBxirHR-peak—daw
wel-ght—ef—two—hunded—pounds] . The m nimum overall length of such cross-

bow from buttstock to front of linbs shall be twenty-four inches.

(9) with a crossbow unl ess such crossbow shall consist of a bow and
string, either conmpound or recurve, that |aunches a m ni mum fourteen
inch [belt] arrow, not including point, nmounted upon a stock wth a
trigger that holds the string and |inbs under tension until rel eased.
The trigger unit of such crossbow nust have a working safety. The mini-
mum |inb width of such crossbow shall be seventeen inches[~] and have a
m ni mrum peak draw wei ght of one hundred pounds [ ard—a—rxdrmpeak—draw
wel-ght—ef—two—-hundred—pounrds] . The m nimum overall length of such cross-

bow from buttstock to front of linbs shall be twenty-four inches.

§ 12. Subdivision 13 of section 11-0901 of the environnmental conserva-
tion law, as anmended by section 23 of part R of chapter 58 of the | aws
of 2013, is anended to read as fol |l ows:

13. Persons engaged in hunting deer and/or bear wth a |ongbow or
crossbow nust possess a current bowhunting privilege or a valid certif-
icate of qualification in responsible bowhunting practices issued or
honored by the departnent.

§ 13. Subdivisions 11 and 16 of section 11-0901 of the environnental
conservation | aw are REPEALED

8 14. Section 11-0903 of the environnmental conservation law is amended
by adding a new subdivision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. Notwi t hstanding any inconsistent provision of this article, the
departnent is authorized to adopt regulations which authorize the taking
of wildlife by the use of crossbow. A summary of regul ations adopted
pursuant to this subdivision shall be published each year in the hunting
syl l abus issued pursuant to section 11-0323 of this article.

§ 15. Subdivision 1 of section 11-0929 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as anended by section 20 of part EE of chapter 55 of the | aws
of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. Alicensee who is twelve or thirteen years of age shall not hunt
wildlife with a gun, crossbow or a | ongbow,_ unless he or she is acconpa-
nied by his or her parent or |egal guardian, or by a person twenty-one
years of age or older designated in witing by his or her parent or
| egal guardian on a form prescribed by the department, who holds a hunt-

ing license. [A——ecensee—who—ts—twelveor thirteenyears—ol—age—sha-l
pet—honrt—ni-th—a—cresshben

]
8 16. Subparagraph 5 of paragraph b of subdivision 2 of section

11-0929 of the environnental conservation |aw is REPEALED and subpara-
graph 6 of paragraph b of subdivision 2 is renunbered subparagraph 5.

8 17. Subparagraph 2 of paragraph a and subparagraph 1 of paragraph b
of subdivision 4 of section 11-0931 of the environmental conservation
| aw, as anended by section 8 of part EE of chapter 55 of the laws of
2014, are anended to read as foll ows:

(2) discharge a firearmwithin five hundred feet, a |l ong bow w thin
one hundred fifty feet, or a crossbowwithin [+we] one hundred fifty
feet from a dwelling house, farmbuilding or farmstructure actually
occupi ed or used, school building, school playground, public structure,
or occupied factory or church
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(1) The owner or |essee of the dwelling house, or nenbers of his ime-
diate famly actually residing therein, or a person in his enploy, or
the guest of the owner or |essee of the dwelling house acting with the
consent of said owner or |essee, provided however, that nothing herein
shall be deened to authorize such persons to discharge a firearmwi thin
five hundred feet, a |long bow within one hundred fifty feet, or a cross-
bow within [t+we] one hundred fifty feet of any other dwelling house, or
a farmbuilding or farmstructure actually occupied or used, or a school
bui l di ng or playground, public structure, or occupied factory or church;

8§ 18. Section 11-0933 of the environnental conservation |aw, as added
by section 22 of part EE of chapter 55 of the |laws of 2014, is anended
to read as follows:

§ 11-0933. Taking small ganme by crossbow.

Notwi t hstandi ng any provision of this chapter, or any prior notwth-
standing | anguage in this article, the departnment may, by regulation,
aut hori ze the taking of small ganme and wild upland ganme birds by the use
of a crossbow by any |licensed person [fewteen] twelve years of age or

ol der, in any small gane season[—4444HﬁF4#4EFdes+gna#ed—+n——+%eﬂs——$a}—

8§ 19. Paragraph c¢ of subdivision 2 of section 11-0903 of the environ-
mental conservation |aw, as amended by chapter 366 of the laws of 2011
is anended to read as foll ows:

c. pheasants anywhere in the state [ 1;

8 20. Paragraphs d and e of subdivision 2 of section 11-0905 of the
envi ronnmental conservation | aw, as anended by chapter 911 of the |aws of
1990, are anended to read as foll ows:

d. Ri ng- necked [ Lenrg—tslandNoverber—long—tsland—fou]
pheasant [ ++hroughPecenber— birds in oneday -
—FElsowhorer—thir bty during—seasen—

fHxed] Fixed annual ly [E-sewhere—fxed]

by regul ation Fi xed annual |y
by regul ation
e. Quai | [ O—ange—Putram-ahd—O—ange—Pubram-and

Méstchester—couhbies— Vst chester—couniies—
fHxed] Fixed annual ly [fet—bi+rds—in—one—day—|
by regul ati on[] ——ter—duinRg—seasen—
Lohrgtsland—Longtslanrd—sixbirds
Movenbor—d—throngh—n—rono—day—feriy
Pecenber—34—— during-seasen-] Fixed

annual ly by regul ation

8§ 21. Paragraph c of subdivision 1 of section 11-0713 of the environ-
nment al conservation | aw i s REPEALED.

§ 22. Subparagraph (i) of paragraph 4 of subdivision a of section 83
of the state finance |aw, as anmended by section 1 of part AA of chapter
58 of the laws of 2015, is anmended to read as foll ows:

(i) There is hereby created a special account within the conservation
fund to be known as the state fish and ganme trust account to consist of
all nmoneys received by the state fromthe sale of lifetinme hunting,
fishing, and trapping licenses, and lifetine archery and nmuzzle-I|oading
privileges pursuant to section 11-0702 of the environnmental conservation
| aw except those noneys deposited in the habitat conservation and access
account pursuant to section eighty-three-a of this chapter. The state
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comptroller shall invest the noneys in such account in securities as
defined by section ninety-eight-a of this article or, wthin the
discretion of the conptroller to maxinize incone for the account, in

investnents authorized by section one hundred seventy-seven of the
retirenment and social security law or consistent with the provisions of
subdivision b of section thirteen of the retirenent and social security
law. Any incone earned by the investnent of such noneys, except incone
transferred to the conservation fund pursuant to subparagraph (iii) of
this paragraph, shall be added to and becone a part of, and shall be
used for the purposes of such account.

§ 23. Subdivision 10 of section 11-0907 of the environmental conserva-
tion | aw, as added by section 14 of part EE of chapter 55 of the |aws of
2014, is anended to read as folloms

n9LMLLhsLandLn9—Lan9Hage—Fn—*hLS_aFLLGLeT_Lhe] The departnent my, by

regul ati on, authorize the taking of big gane by the use of a crossbow by

any licensed person in any big gane season [ihA—ahy—area—desi-gratedin
Hems{ay—{by ey (e (k) and {1} of paragraph—aof

8 24. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
the anendments to paragraph ¢ of subdivision 2 of section 11-0907 of the
environnmental conservation | aw nmade by section three of this act shal
not affect the expiration of such paragraph and shall be deened to
expire therewith



