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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 17, 2017

Introduced by Sen. HELM NG -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Local Government

AN ACT to anmend the general nunicipal law, in relation to purchasing on
the behalf of a school district or a board of cooperative educationa
services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 9 of section 103 of the general rmunicipal |aw,
as anmended by chapter 269 of the |laws of 2004, paragraph (a) as anended
by chapter 62 of the |aws of 2016, is anended to read as foll ows:

9. Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section to the
contrary, a board of education nay, on behalf of its school district, or
a board of cooperative educational services, separately purchase eggs,
livestock, fish, dairy products (excluding mlk), juice, grains, and
species of fresh fruit and vegetables directly from New York State
producers or growers, or associations of producers and growers, provided
t hat:

(a) (i) such association of producers or growers is conprised of ten
or fewer owners of farns who also operate such farms and who have
combined to fill the order of a school district or board of cooperative
educational services as herein authorized, provided however, that a
school district or board of cooperative educational services may apply
to the commi ssioner of education for permission to purchase from an
association of nore than ten owners of such farns when no ot her produc-
ers or growers have offered to sell to such school; or

(ii) such association of producers or growers is conprised of owners
of farns who al so operate such farns and have conbined to fill the order
of a school district or board of cooperative educational services, and
where such order is for twenty-five thousand dollars or less as herein
aut hori zed, provided however, that a school district or board of educa-
tional services may apply to the comn ssioner of education for perms-
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sion to purchase orders of nore than twenty-five thousand dollars from
an associ ati on of owners of such farns when no ot her producers or grow
ers have offered to sell to such school

(b) the anpunt that may be expended by a school district or board of
cooperative educational services in any fiscal year for such purchases
shall not exceed an amount equal to twenty cents nultiplied by the tota
nunber of days in the school year nmultiplied by the total enroll nment of
such school district or board of cooperative educational services;

(c) all such purchases shall be adm nistered pursuant to regulations
promul gated by the comm ssi oner of education. Such regul ations shall: be
developed in consultation with the comm ssioner of agriculture and
mar kets to accomobdate and pronote the provisions of the farmto-schoo
program established pursuant to subdivision five-b of [the] section
si xteen of the agriculture and markets | aw and subdivi sion thirty-one of
section three hundred five of the education | aw as added by chapter two
of the laws of tw thousand two; ensure that the prices paid by a
district or board of cooperative educational services for any itens so
purchased do not exceed the prices of conparable [ocal farm products
that are available to districts through their usual purchases of such

items; ensure that all producers and growers who desire to sell to
school districts or boards of cooperative educational services can read-
ily access information in accordance wth the farmto-school |aw,

include provisions for situations when nore than one producer or grower
seeks to sell the sane product to a district or board of cooperative
educational services to ensure that all such producers or growers have
an equitable opportunity to do soin a manner simlar to the wusual
purchasing practices of such districts or boards of cooperative educa-
tional services; develop guidelines for approval of purchases of itens
from associations of nore than ten growers and producers; and, to the
maxi mum extent practicable, mnimze additional paperwork, recordkeeping
and other simlar requirenments on both growers and producers and school
districts.

8§ 2. Section 103 of the general municipal |law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision 9-a to read as foll ows:

9-a. Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, a
county nmay separately purchase eggs, livestock, fish, dairy products,
juice, grains, and species of fresh fruit and vegetables directly from
New York state producers or growers, or associations of producers and
growers, provided that:

(a) such association of producers or growers is conprised of ten or
fewer owners of farns who also operate such farns and who have conbi ned
to fill the order of a county as herein authorized, provided however,
that a county may apply to the comm ssioner of the office of general
services for perm ssion to purchase froman association of nbre than ten
owners of such farns when no other producers or growers have offered to
sell to such county;

(b) the anpunt that may be expended by a county in any fiscal year for
such purchases shall not exceed the greater of:

(i) the expenditure threshold provided in subdivision one of this
section; or

(ii) twenty cents nultiplied by the total population of such county:;

(c) all such purchases shall be adnministered pursuant to reqgulations
pronul gated by the commissioner of the office of general services and
devel oped in consultation with the commissioner of agriculture and
markets. Such regulations shall ensure that the prices paid by a county
for any itens so purchased do not exceed the prices of conparable |oca
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farm products that are available to the political subdivision or

district therein through their usual purchases of such itens; include
provi sions for situations when nore than one producer or grower seeks to
sell the sane product to a county to ensure that all such producers or

growers have an equitable opportunity to do so in a nmanner simlar to
the usual purchasing practices of such county; include guidelines for
the approval of purchases of itenms fromassociations of nore than ten
growers or producers; and, to the meaximum extent practicable, nmninize
addi ti onal paperwork, recordkeeping and other sinmilar requirenents on
both growers and producers and counti es.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




