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| N SENATE

March 10, 2017

Introduced by Sen. STAVISKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Housing, Construction and
Communi ty Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the adnministrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to rent reduction based upon a failure to nmamintain services
for purposes of the rent stabilization |aw of nineteen hundred sixty-
ni ne

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 26-514 of the administrative code of the city of
New York, as amended by chapter 116 of the |laws of 1997, is amended to
read as foll ows:

§ 26-514 Maintenance of services. |In order to collect a rent adjust-
ment authorized pursuant to the provisions of subdivision d of section
26-510 of this chapter an owner nust file with the state division of
housing and conmunity renewal, on a form which the comm ssioner shal
prescribe, a witten certification that he or she is maintaining and
will continue to maintain all services furnished on the date upon which
t he enmergency tenant protection act of nineteen seventy-four beconmes a
law or required to be furnished by any state law or local |aw, ordinance
or regulation applicable to the premses. In addition to any other remne-
dy afforded by law, any tenant may apply to the state division of hous-
ing and comunity renewal, for a reduction in the rent to the Ilevel in
effect prior to its nost recent adjustnent and for an order requiring
services to be nmaintained as provided in this section, and the conms-
sioner shall so reduce the rent if it is found that the owner has failed
to nmmintain such services. Such reduction shall be retroactive to the
date occurring thirty days after the date upon which the tenant applied
to the division for such a reduction. The owner shall also be barred
fromapplying for or collecting any further rent increases. The restora-
tion of such services shall result in the prospective elimnation of
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such sanctions. The owner shall be supplied with a copy of the applica-
tion and shall be pernmitted to file an answer thereto. A hearing may be
held upon the request of either party, or the comm ssioner nmay hold a
hearing upon his or her own notion. The comm ssioner nmay consolidate the
proceedings for two or nore petitions applicable to the sane building or
group of buildings or developnent. If the comm ssioner finds that the
owner has knowingly filed a false certification, it shall, in addition
to abating the rent, assess the owner with the reasonable costs of the
proceedi ng, including reasonable attorneys' fees, and inpose a penalty
not in excess of two hundred fifty dollars for each false certification

The amount of the reduction in rent ordered by the state division of
housi ng and community renewal under this [subdird—sien] section shall be
reduced by any credit, abatenent or offset in rent which the tenant has
recei ved pursuant to section two hundred thirty-five-b of the real prop-
erty law, that relates to one or more conditions covered by such order.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a |law and shall apply to all applications for reductions in
rent pending on the effective date of this act or filed on or after such
date with the state division of housing and community renewal pursuant
to the provisions of section 26-514 of the administrative code of the
city of New York; provided that the amendnents to section 26-514 of the
rent stabilization |aw of nineteen hundred sixty-nine made by section
one of this act shall expire on the sane date as such |aw expires and
shall not affect the expiration of such | aw as provided under section
26- 520 of such | aw



