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| N SENATE

March 3, 2017

Introduced by Sens. DIAZ, COVRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmritted to the Conmittee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring the hiring
of a professional search firmwith a history of recruiting mnority
candi dat es

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new section 355-d
to read as foll ows:

8 355-d. Professional search firmselection. 1. For any position at a
state-operated institution in the state wuniversity that requires the
hiring of a professional search firmto assist in the recruitnent of
candidates, the hiring institution shall select a professional search
firmwith a denonstrated history of recruiting mnority candi dates. Such
search firm shall be approved by the state university trustees. The
state university trustees shall provide for the approval process for
such search firns.

2. Potential search firnms shall be required to provide to the state
uni versity trustees any docunents detailing how such firns ensure and
pursue diversity in recruiting candidates for positions in higher educa-
tion as well as other enploynent sectors. Such docunents shall include
the ethnic and racial breakdown of all potential candidates subnitted by
the firns to their clients for no less than the preceding five vyears.
Search firns shall also provide the ethnic and racial breakdown of the
final candidate hired by their clients. The nanes of candidates and the
search firns' <clients provided to the state university trustees nay be
redacted if a search firms contract with a client is confidential or if
candi dates have regquested their names be kept confidential.

§ 2. Paragraph g of subdivision 2 of section 355 of the education |aw,
as amended by chapter 552 of the laws of 1985, is anended to read as
foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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g. To appoint the head of each state-operated institution in the state
university wupon the recommendati on nade to them by the council of such
institution in accordance with the rules and standards established by
the state university trustees; or if such recomendation is not made or
does not conply wth such rules and standards, then to nmake such
appoi ntnment as is by them deened necessary; to prescribe the functions,
powers, and duties of the head of each such institution; and to appoint
or provide for the appointrment of the nenbers of the instructional and
adm ni strative staffs, and such other enployees as may be necessary, at
each state-operated institution upon the recommendation of the head
thereof and prescribe or provide for the prescription of their duties;.
and to provide for the process of selection of a professional search
firm as needed to assist in the recruitnment of such positions and the
approval of such firmby the state university trustees pursuant to
section three hundred fifty-five-d of this article.

§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




