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        AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to requiring a course  of
          instruction in the awareness of hate crimes

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The education law is amended by adding a new section 817 to
     2  read as follows:
     3    § 817. Course of instruction in the awareness of hate crimes. 1.   The
     4  commissioner  is  hereby  directed  to provide and prescribe a course of
     5  instruction designed to increase awareness of  the  commission  of  hate
     6  crimes. For the purposes of this section hate crimes shall mean offenses
     7  which  are committed based upon the race, color, national origin, ances-
     8  try, gender, religion, religious practice,  age,  disability  or  sexual
     9  orientation  of  the  victim. Such instruction shall include examples of
    10  symbols and objects associated with  hate  crimes  and  the  events  and
    11  historical  significance  surrounding  such  symbols and objects.   Such
    12  instruction shall also focus on the moral aspects and legal implications
    13  of such offenses and promote attitudes of tolerance and acceptance.
    14    2. The board of education, trustees,  principal  or  other  person  in
    15  charge  of every public, private and parochial school in the state shall
    16  arrange for giving such course of instruction in every school under  its
    17  or  his  or her control or direction. Such instruction shall be given to
    18  all of the pupils in every such school for a period  of  not  less  than
    19  forty-five minutes in each month during which such school is in session.
    20    §  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the first of September next
    21  succeeding the date on which it shall have become a law.

         EXPLANATION--Matter in  (underscored) is new; matter in bracketsitalics
                              [ ] is old law to be omitted. 
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