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        AN ACT to amend  the  civil  rights  law,  in  relation  to  videotaping
          uniformed  personnel  in the course of carrying out their professional
          duties

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  The  civil  rights law is amended by adding a new section
     2  79-o to read as follows:
     3    § 79-o. Right to videotape uniformed  personnel.  1.  Any  person  may
     4  videotape  uniformed  personnel  in  the  course  of  carrying out their
     5  duties, as long as such person does not interfere with uniformed person-
     6  nel from carrying out their duties.
     7    2. "Uniformed personnel" as used in this section, shall  mean  police,
     8  firefighters, emergency technicians and paramedics.
     9    3.  A  person  who  is  prevented  or  prohibited from videotaping, as
    10  described in subdivision one of this section,  by  uniformed  personnel,
    11  may  recover  damages  in the amount of twenty-five thousand dollars per
    12  violation.
    13    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

         EXPLANATION--Matter in  (underscored) is new; matter in bracketsitalics
                              [ ] is old law to be omitted. 
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